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THE CHURCH OF ST MARGARET, UPPER NORWOOD 
 
For more than one hundred years St Margaret’s stood proudly but ugly 
duckling-like at the junction of Chevening and Rockmount Roads.  Proud to 
serve part of the Upper Norwood community, ugly duckling, as it was only a 
shadow of the magnificent structure designed for the site. 
 
St Margaret’s was the daughter church of All Saints, Upper Norwood and was 
designed by architects J P St Aubyn and H J Wadling on a much grander 
scale than was ever to materialise.   James Piers St Aubyn (6 April 1815 – 8 
May 1895), often referred to as J P St Aubyn, was an English architect of the 
Victorian era, known for his church architecture and restorations.  As he 
neared the end of his career he formed a partnership with Henry J Wadling in 
1885.  St Aubyn died in 1895 after which Wadling continued to trade as’ St. 
Aubyn & Wadling’, so it seems unlikely that he had much input into the design 
of St Margaret’s. 
 
The church was built on part of the ‘Great Stake Pit Coppice’ woodland 
belonging to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
 

  
 
The original design was for a much larger church but mainly as a result of 
lack of funds was unfortunately never completed.  A contemporary sketch 
shows an elaborate plan with apsidal east end, north and south aisles, a tall 
tower and spire, a baptistery and vestries.  Unfortunately due to the high cost 
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and lack of adequate funds only the nave and the three western bays of the 
south aisle were constructed.  The east end was walled off on what 
presumably must have been the chancel arch.  See the sketch, which 
outlines the section built in red.  This wall and the remainder of the south wall 
gave the appearance of having been hastily constructed in stock brickwork 
with plain, almost industrial metal window frames.  The principle entrance was 
the northwest porch, which was small in size, constructed with a lean-to roof.   
 

Prior to the opening 
of St Margaret’s 
Church in 1902 the 
spiritual needs of the 
parishioners were 
taken care of by a 
small Mission Hall in 
Naseby Road. 
(Cheeseman, Upper 
Norwood Triangle 
Memories, 2007).  A 
public meeting was 
held 23 May 1898 
where the concept of 
a new church to 
provide for part of 
the parish of All 

Saints. (Proposed 
New Church of St 
Maragaret, 1898).  

At the meeting it was pointed out that on numerous occasions people had to 
be ‘turned away because there was not a seat to be had’.  Offers of funding 
were to ‘be sent to the Vicar of All Saints’.    
 
The Mission Hall in Norwood New Town was so overcrowded by 1901 that 
the opening of St Margaret’s to provide adequate accommodation was 
urgently needed. (St Margaret's Church, Upper Norwood, 1901).  The 
Norwood News reported that only the nave was presently under construction 
and that ‘the memorial/foundation stone would be laid on Saturday 20 July 
1901, St Margaret’s Day, by Dr Welldon, Lord Bishop of Calcutta’.   The 
church had been consecrated by 22 February 22 1902 but no record of its 
actual first service has been found to date. (Croydon Church, 1902).   The 
churchyard was never consecrated. 
 

Figure 1 Architects’ sketch of the intended building with apse and a 
tower with spire.  Courtesy of the ‘Diocese of Southwark’. 
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At some time between 
1910 and 1933 a large 
porch was added on 
the southern side of 
the church.  Inside the 
church at the west end 
of the Nave, was a 
stained glass window, 
which according to 
Beryl Cheeseman 
(Cheeseman, Upper 
Norwood Triangle 
Memories, 2007), 
‘represented Charity 
and below which was a 
brass plate erected to 
the memory of Harriet 

and Mary Ham, daughters of John Ham of Bristol’.  She also describes a 
‘mosaic panel on the pulpit designed by a young student who worshipped at 
the church’.   
 

                
Interior view, looking west, date unknown.   
Courtesy of the ‘Diocese of Southwark’.  
 

St  Margaret’s as seen from the south west in the early 1900s.
Courtesy of the ‘Diocese of Southwark’. 

Interior view looking towards the blank 
east end beyond which was originally 
planned the large apse. Courtesy of the 
‘Diocese of Southwark’. 
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OS map extracts 1910 left and 1933 right  
 

‘In front of the church, in a small grassed area, stood a War Memorial, 
dedicated to local men who lost their lives during the wars’.  
 
The first minister was the Rev Gosselin (1902-1906), followed by the Rev 
Lake who served the congregation for 13 years. (Cheeseman, Treetops and 
Terraces, 1991). 
 

In 1956 the Norwood News 
reported the blessing of the 
Northwood Road allotment 
crops, with the choirs of St 
Margaret’s and All Saints’ 
attending the open air service 
lead by the Rev John White. 
 
‘The bell of St Margaret’s would 
echo throughout New Town 
calling the parishioners to 
morning and evening service’, 
ably rung by the verger Mr Pitt 
of Eagle Hill and later by Mr 
Baldwin. 

  
For one hundred years St Margaret’s provided service to the locals of 
Norwood New Town but like many churches in Norwood and elsewhere 
church attendances dwindled during the latter half of the 20th century and it 
was declared redundant on 6 January 2003.  Permission to demolish it was 
granted by the Diocese of Southwark but due to legal technicalities it was still 
standing at the end of 2007.  It was then planned to sell the site to Croydon 
council to be developed as a nursery.  (Former Places of Worship in the 
Diocese of Southwark, 2007).  
 

Choirs entering the Northwood Road allotments led by 
Rev White. 
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In July 2002 the 
Archdeacon of 
Croydon ordered 
the removal to All 
Saints church of 
the liturgical 
contents such as 
communion plate 
and candlesticks.  
The font was 
considered for 
removal to St 
Saviour, Raynes 
Park.  The organ, 
by Bishop & Son, of 

Ipswich, Suffolk 
and extended and 
modified by 

Padgham in 1975, was inspected by William McVicker in 2002 and deemed 
to be of no particular value although the stained glass window, by Francis 
Stephens was recommended for preservation.  However as no ‘Faculty’ (an 
instrument or warrant in canon law), was granted for these items it appears 
that they were probably lost during the demolition of the church. A ‘Faculty’ 
was granted 19 September, 2006 for the external War Memorial to be 
removed, restored and replaced in the churchyard of All Saints and that is 
where it currently stands. 
 
Norwood’s ‘Ugly Duckling’ church provided a hundred years of service to its 
congregation and the wider Norwood New Town community; alas it remains 
now only in memories and photographs. 
 

Stephen Oxford 
 
Works Cited 
Cheeseman, B. (1991). Treetops and Terraces. Theban Publishing. 
Cheeseman, B. (2007). Upper Norwood Triangle Memories. Theban Publishing. 
Croydon Church. (1902, February 21). Surrey Mirror , p. 6. 
Former Places of Worship in the Diocese of Southwark. (2007). Retrieved September 
2019, from https://southwark.anglican.org/downloads/lostchurches/UPP01.pdf 
Proposed New Church of St Maragaret. (1898, May 23). Norwood News , p. 3. 
St Margaret's Church, Upper Norwood. (1901, May 11). Norwood News , p. 4. 
 

 

A 1990s view showing the church bell on the outside of the west end.  
Diocese of Southwark. 



NORWOOD REVIEW                                                                         WINTER 2019 

 

7 
 

ROSALIND WHITE’S MEMORIES OF 7 ROCKMOUNT ROAD 

Number 7 Rockmount Road was my childhood home. A Victorian semi-
detached house spread over four floors including the basement. It had a 
small back garden in which was a large shed cum workshop the width of the 
garden. We had a little greenhouse with a grape vine in it attached to the 
back of the house.  

My father Arthur Dyer bought the 
house just after the end of the First 
World War. He was born 1897 in 
Paddington London the youngest of 
9 children. He used his inheritance 
from his parents to purchase the 
house. He married his first wife in 
1918 and they lived at number 7 in 
the basement and ground floor 
rooms. She died in 1926. My father 
rented out the upper floors as a 
separate flat. My mother, Jean Baird, 
her sisters and my grandfather took 
it on. They had moved from Palmers 
Green in north London after the 
death of my grandmother and the 
failure of my grandfather's business. 
They lived in Hawke Road to begin 
with. They found out number 7 was 
available through the family living at 
number 5 whom they had got to 
know. They were a Welsh family 
named Mawer; I think it must have 
been the early 1930s. 

Time moved on and my father and 
the Baird family became good 

friends. By the start of the Second World War my grandfather Baird had 
moved out, two of the Baird sisters had married and left just leaving my 
mother and her eldest sister Katharine. Katharine, a qualified elocution 
teacher, worked at the Air Ministry in London for the duration of the war. My 
mother who had worked in the bookshop at Dulwich College and later at a 
newsagents in Crystal Palace looked after the house. My father was an 
electrical engineer and did contract work between the wars in Ireland and 
other parts of the UK. During my childhood he worked for Johnson and 

Arthur Dyer in the uniform of The Royal Flying 
Corps. 
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Philips in Charlton. They remembered watching the drama of the Crystal 
Palace burning down in 1936. 

My parents married in 1943 and I was born in the November in a Streatham 
nursing home. From then on the whole house became their home.  During 
WW2 my father reinforced the front room of the basement and put in a 
Morrison shelter, this was where they slept. My mother took me out of London 
in 1944 away from the bombing to live in Cornwall with my father's sister 
where we remained until the end of the war. 

The house did suffer some war 
damage. I can remember workmen 
repairing the wall between our kitchen 
which was at the back on the first floor 
and the sitting room at the front. The 
original was made of lathe and plaster 
and I can still see it in my mind’s eye. I 
was even allowed to eat my Marmite 
sandwich sitting on the floor with the 
workmen while they had a break. 

I remember seeing the bomb damage 
further down Rockmount Road on our 
side of the street and the damage in 
Troy Road. We walked across this area 
in Troy Road as an alternative route to 
Central Hill.  My father was keen on do-
it-yourself and made improvements 
and alterations to the house over the 
years. 

My sister Anna, born in 1947, and I 
shared the back room on the top floor 
and my parents had the front room. 

There was a tiny bathroom on a half landing between floors. The only toilets 
were on the ground floor and in the basement. 

We were taken to the rec as we called it to walk and play ball games on the 
grass. I remember the drinking fountain and the tennis courts. To use the 
courts we had to find the park keeper to unlock the gate and I think we paid 
by the hour. Next to the rec and about half the size was an area of allotments. 
A path ran through the park beside the allotments between Chevening Road 
and Eversley Road. It passed in front of a large shelter which as children we 
were warned not to go near. 

This photo of number 7 was taken in the 
1930s and made into a postcard.  
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Collecting sticks to burn on the open fire was something we did. No central 
heating then. We relied on the open fire and Aladdin paraffin heaters. There 
was a large coal cellar at the back of the house. Coal was delivered and 
poured into it from an access in the side wall in the passage between us and 
number 5. We used coke as well and this was stored in the cellar under the 
front steps. When it was built the house had a fireplace in each room. Over 
time some fireplaces had been blocked off.   

Mr and Mrs Mawer from number 5 
retired and moved to Whiteparish near 
Salisbury in the late 1940s. Their 
daughters had married and left but their 
son Ronald continued to rent part of 
number 5. He ran a mobile library from 
his van and also sold fruit and 
vegetables that he grew in his parents’ 
garden in Wiltshire.  

The family which then took number 5 
were called Wing. Charlie and Josie 
and their son and daughter also called 
Charlie and Josie! I remember them 
being there throughout my childhood 
and the tins of Sharps toffees they 
presented my sister and me with at 
Christmas.  In number 9 our neighbours 
were a family named Laming. They had 
a married daughter living elsewhere 
and a much younger son living at home 
with them.  

Our rear garden backed on to the garden of a house in High View Road 
number 3 I think. Mr and Mrs Hogan and their daughter Ann Marie lived in the 
ground floor of this house. Ann Marie, like my sister and I, attended the Virgo 
Fidelis convent school on Central Hill. There were pupils living in several of 
the nearby roads so we used to gather together to walk to school. 

I used to climb over the large shed at the back of our garden which ran along 
the boundary fence in order to play with Ann Marie in her garden. Before the 
war this same shed had been partly an aviary for canaries. During the war it 
became difficult to obtain food for the birds so they had to be put down and 
they were never replaced. Another loss in the war was the iron railings at the 
front of the house; they were given up to be melted down for armaments. 

 Number 7 in 1986. 
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My parents would not allow me to have a bicycle even though I dearly wanted 
one as they thought Rockmount Road was too steep a hill. I did have a 
scooter though. I used to take it to the corner of High View Road and speed 
down to the bottom.  In the years I lived there very few people had cars. We 
got about locally on foot or by bus.  

My aunt Katharine remained living with my parents after they married.  When 
I was 15 and fed up with sharing a bedroom with my sister my father 
redecorated the front basement room so I could have a space of my own. In 
the early 1950s this room had been a sitting room. At Christmas it was where 
we had our Christmas tree and put up streamers and other decorations. The 
back basement room which had been the kitchen when my father first lived 
there became a workshop. He had a bench with a vice and a great many 
other tools. The back door led to a flight of steps past the coal cellar up to the 
garden. There was a meat safe built into the wall beside the steps, used in 
earlier times for its proper purpose no doubt but in later days to store 
homemade wine.  

The lower part of the side wall of the house was a cavity wall. There were 
some holes in the wall meant for ventilation which should have been covered 
with a grating. On one occasion a cat belonging to a neighbour further down 
the road explored and fell into the cavity unknown to us. Sleeping in the 
basement front room I could hear meowing and was convinced a cat was in 
the wall. My father broke into the cavity through the wall in my room and out 
ran a terrified cat. The neighbours were relieved to have him back. 

I was married in St Margaret’s Church (see article in this issue) in Chevening 
Road in 1967 by the priest in charge. It was a daughter church to All Saints. It 
was closed in 2003 and later demolished. I left the area to live in Berkshire 
where I still am. 
 
Being interested in family history I looked up census records for number 7.  In 
1881 the head of the house John Fyfe was an inspector at the Crystal Palace 
exhibition. His wife, daughter, cousin and a servant made up his household. 
There was also a widow Mary Lock and her young son Steven who was born 
in India.  In 1891 George Buckland a house decorator his wife and seven 
children lived there.  In 1901 Richard Morgan a master printer and his family 
were in residence.  In 1911 Richard Morgan his son Ernest and daughter 
Mary were still living there. 

 
Rosalind White 
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ALFRED THORNTON NIXON (1847-1923)  
 

Alfred Nixon lived at Bracondale, Rockmount Road in 1883 and 1884.1  His 
claim to fame is as a pioneer record-breaking tricyclist.  He was the first and 
last person to travel between the Land’s End and John O’Groats on a tricycle, 
claiming the record on both occasions. 
 
In 1882 he covered 72 miles per day on a Premier tricycle between Land’s 
End and John O‘Groat’s taking 5 minutes less than 14 days.  He left John 
O’Groat’s on Wednesday 16 August 1882 at 11am and arrived at the western 
tip of Cornwall on 30 August at 10.55am.  He recorded the total mileage as 
1,007 miles. An account of his journey was published in The Wheelman in 
1882 p129-p132.2 
 

 
Advertisement from CTC Monthly Gazette May 1883 – from Alfred Nixon of Rockmount Road 

 
In 1883 he was the winner of the first 100 miles road championship of the 
London Tricycle Club between Boston, Lincolnshire and Bell Bar, 
Hertfordshire all in 10 hours 38 minutes. 

 
1 See advertisements in CTC Monthly Magazine Gazette May 1883 and The Athletic News 1 

October 1884 p8 
2 Ten Thousand Miles on a Bicycle Karl Kron p555 
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Nixon, representing the London Tricycle 
Club, took part in the London Tricycle Club 
24 hour completion in July 1883.  The 226-
mile course started from Caterham 
Junction and went through Brighton, 
Shoreham, Arundel, Chichester, Fareham, 
Romsey, Salisbury, Winchester, Alton, 
Guildford, Ripley, Kingston, Merton and 
Croydon.  Sixty-seven riders started at 
midnight on the Friday. The winner was T 
R Marriott of Nottingham BC who covered 
218.75 miles. Alfred Nixon finished third 
with 201 miles retiring at Ripley at 
10.23pm. Webb reached Alton, 176 miles 
along the course and finished 10th but was 
not given the gold medal to those who 
reached this spot as he arrived there 
outside the time limit.3 
 

In 1884 he completed the Land’s End to 
John O’Groats journey in eight days 11 
hours 45 minutes. Starting again on 16 

August, he covered 856 miles in eight days. (see Appendix 2). If this was not 
sufficient on the 28 August he set off from Holborn Viaduct in London and 
covered 397 miles to Edinburgh arriving after two days and 23 hours. 4 For 
this trip Nixon rode an Imperial Club tricycle manufactured by the Coventry 
Imperial Company. The machine weighed, 90lbs (40.82kgs), including 
luggage. Tricycles were the machines of the day in the 1880’s. At the annual 
Stanley Show held in London in 1883 there were 289 different tricycle models 
on display as against 233 bicycle models. 
Nixon was not the only Upper Norwood tricyclist that completed the Land’s 
End to John O Groat’s journey on August 1884. Henry John Webb of 
Woodland Road set off on a lighter and brakeless Humber, a day later than 
Nixon and completed his journey via Carlisle and Edinburgh covering 898 
miles in time of in seven days 18 hours 50 minutes. He had beaten Nixon 
who record only stood for three and three quarter hours.5 However Webb’s 
record was not unblemished and that was not the end of the story. His time 
was significant in that it approached the record of a bicycle held by James 
Lennox and also given that he had been delayed by two accidents. At the 
start of 1885 Webb was suspended for a year from riding in amateur 

 
3 Bell’s Life and Sporting Chronicle 14 July 1883 p4 
4 Ten Thousand Miles on a Bicycle Karl Kron p554 

Advertisement from The Cyclist 4 June 
1884 featuring Alfred Nixon. 
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competitions in Scotland, as a result 
of evidence being put before the 
National Cyclists’ Union that he had 
during the record ride taken the train 
from Abington into Edinburgh (see 
Appendix 2).6 

 
In May 1885 he took part in a 
challenge race with C H Larrette 
between the end of the tram tracks 
at Croydon and Handcross, a 
distance of around 23 miles. Larrette 
won by 25 yards in a time of 1hr 
40mins 15secs. Nixon at this time 
was credited with being a member 
of the Crystal Palace Cycling Club.7 
 

In 1888 using a safety bicycle he took two days and six hours to cover 400 
miles between Edinburgh and London. 8 He had undertaken a journey in the 
opposite direction in 1884 on his Imperial Club machine. His own account of 
the journey was published in the Norwood News on 13 September 1884. 
 
Nixon was born in West Ham and his father was a house-governor of the 
London Hospital. In 1891Alfred was the secretary of the East London 
Children’s Hospital.  He was also at this point involved in the Anerley 
Bicycling Club as a vice-president. He was also the secretary of the Road 
Records Association.  
 
In 1904 there were still so few motorists in the country that a guide listed 
them with a short biography. Nixon is one of the people listed and his note 
states that he is ‘working as the manager of the Motor Insurance department 
of the General Accident Assurance Corporation, Ltd has wheeled from Land's 
End to John O'Groats. He made the first 100 miles' tricycle path record in 7 
hours 23 minutes 50.7 sec. at the Crystal Palace in 1881’.”9 

 
Stuart Hibberd 

 
5 The Bicycling World 12 September 1884 p317 
6 Bell’s Life 3 January1885 p8 
7 Bell's Life in London 4 May 1885 p1 
8 Norwood News 22 September 1888 p6 
9 Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History website accessed 18 September 2018 
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/1904_Motorists 

 

Alfred Nixon – Cycling Magazine February 
18915 
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LION VAN RAALTE & WILLIAM DREW 
 
One wonders what Lion van Raalte would 
have made of e-cigarettes!  I presume as 
e-cigars have yet to be invented he would 
not have been too worried by their impact 
on his most profitable west end cigar 
selling business.  He was resident in Keith 
Lodge, number 9 Beulah Hill for the years 
between 1901 and 1907.   His family 
probably originated from Poland but he 
was born in Amsterdam 20 January 1837.   
 
His father Salomon Abraham van Raalte 
was a merchant trading in tobacco.  
Salomon moved his family to London in 
the mid 1800s and set up in business 
selling fine cigars.  Several of his sons, including Lion, joined him in the family 
business which had shops at three prestigious West End of London 
Locations: 147, Regent Street, 199 Piccadilly and 2 Glasshouse Street.   
They were purveyors of fine Havana cigars claiming to have the largest stock 
in England. 
 

Lion married his wife Santje in St James 
Westminster, London 25 July 1866. Their 
only child, Elizabeth was born while they 
were living above the Regent Street 
premises of the family business in 1867.  By 
the 1881 census they had moved to a rather 
imposing five story mansion at 14 Gower 
Street.   In April 1891 they were on holiday at 
a boarding house in West Cliff, 
Bournemouth.   
 
At some point before the 1901 census they 
had taken up residence at Keith Lodge, 9 
Beulah Hill.  Lion continued in business until 
his death in November 1907 whilst in 
Harrogate.  He left his wife Santje £16,651 
11s 2d. (£1.4million at today’s value).  Santje 
remained at Keith lodge with four servants 
until at least 1911 after which she moved to 
Knaresborough in Yorkshire where she lived 

Lion Van Raalte in 1903. 
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until she died 1 May 1936 aged 89 leaving her estate to her daughter and 
son-in-law, Elizabeth and Simon Vos. 
 
 

 
Keith Lodge, right and Bemerton Lodge, left at the junction of Grange Road and Beulah Hill. 

 
 

 Keith and Bemerton 
Lodges 9 and 11 
Beulah Hill was a 
pair of semi-
detached villas built 
in 1862 at the 
junction of Beulah 
Hill and Grange 
Road.   
 
William Drew lived 
at Bemerton Lodge 
long before Lion van 
Raalte moved in 
next door.  William 

Drew was born 27 
October 1853 in 

Clifton, Gloucestershire.  His parents were the Reverend George Smith Drew 
and Mary Drew, nee Peek.  The family moved to London the following year 

The Bemerton Lodge stables on Grange Road, now converted into two 
flats. 
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and in 1861 George was the incumbent of St Barnabas, South Kensington.  
George served in the church from the 1840s until his death in 1880.   He was 
one of the first promoters of evening classes for young men.  He toured the 
Holy Lands during the winter of 1856-7 and published a record of his journey 
under the title ‘Scripture lands’, in connection with their history in 1860.  Mary 
Peek was the eldest daughter of William Peek of Biggin Hill and Beulah Hill, 
Upper Norwood, Surrey.   
 
William Peek, a merchant, was one of the first inhabitants of Bemerton 
Lodge, 11 Beulah Hill, living there from 1865 until 1869.  William and Mary 
Drew moved there, after his retirement, at some point before 1887.   
William Drew was a skilled entrepreneur and by the age of 17 was a 
manufacturer of porcelain in Shelton, Stoke-Upon-Trent.  Ten years later he 
was managing the Cliffe Bank pottery works employing 439 men, women and 
children.  
 

 
Cliffe Bank Works, Shelton, Stoke-Upon-Trent. Public domain. 

 
He and Mary lived at the handsome villa, Cliffe Bank Lodge, nearby, which 
had originally been built for Thomas Garrett, of Copeland & Garrett, late 
Spode.  During their time there they had three daughters and a son. 
 
William amassed enough money to retire during the 1880s and he moved to 
Bemerton Lodge, with Mary, possibly to be nearer her family in Upper 
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Norwood.  The Cliffe Bank 
Works had passed to Messers 
Boulton and Floyd by 1889, 
(Wanted Small Crane, 1889).  
In the 1891 census he was 
living at Bemerton Lodge ‘on his 
own means’, with Mary, and his 
four daughters, one son a cook 
and a nurse. 
William moved to West 
Worthing in Sussex where he 
died 28 July 1937 aged 83. 
Bemerton Lodge served as a 
nursing home for many years, 
but closed in 1955 and was 
converted into flats. In 1976 the 
pair of houses 9 and 11 was 
converted into a single building 
and renamed ‘Cintra House’, 
not to be confused with the long 
since demolished Cintra House 
which stood just east of the 
Crystal Palace Triangle.  Cintra 
house was refurbished, 
retaining many of its external 
features, in 2017. 
On 21 May 1920, the 61-year 
old widow of the distinguished 

Irish operatic tenor Barton McGuckin passed away at Bemerton Lodge 
nursing home on Beulah Hill. Marie (or Maria) Amelia Swift Hume was the 
eldest daughter of a prosperous Edinburgh plumber Robert Hume. Born in 
1859, she had been brought up in her father’s newly built home in Grange 
Road, in the expanding southern suburbs of Edinburgh; her father had named 
the house Annahill Villa, after his wife, Marie’s mother, Anna Hill. 
 

 
Stephen Oxford 

Works Cited 

Wanted Small Crane. (1889). Staffordshire Sentinel . 

 
 

An example of Drew pottery from the Cliffe Bank 
Works.  Public domain. 
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CORINNE HAZELL, - MEMORIES OF 32 SOUTH VALE 
 
I’m Corinne Hazell, nee Smith and my Mum is Georgina Gregg nee Smith 
nee Hurrell. She was delighted to talk to Andrew about the MyHouseMyStreet 
project, especially as he went all the way out to New Addington to see her.  I 
have memories but not quite as far back as Mum’s. 
 
I was born in 1954 in Greenwich. My father Donald Smith and mother 
Georgina Smith eventually lived at 32 South Vale, a cottage my Great 
Grandfather and Mother rented.  Great Grandfather died when I was about 
five months old but we shared the house with my Great Grandmother Edith 
Hurrell.  So it has been in the family since then, 107 years. My Sister owns it 
now so I can always say I am 'going back home' when I visit.   
 
South Vale itself was a steep hill slightly curving up towards Central Hill.  
32 South Vale was on the flat piece and then it went downhill towards College 
Green Park.  A couple of doors towards Central Hill was an alley and down 
there were houses above garages, formerly stables I think, and at the bottom 
was a garage. I still dream of being in the garden and shouting over to the 
people above the garages – strange, eh? 
 
The family were Salvation Army-ists and my Great Grandmother’s family was 
part of a large group formed early, down in Sussex.  Edith was a lovely Great 
Grandma.  She seemed to always wear black but it was covered by a 
colourful pinny. Back then the house had an inside toilet and a glass lean-to 
through which there was the scullery. I would imagine it would have had 
neither when built.  Edith wore a full wig fashioned into a bun. She didn't want 
us to see her without it. I believe she lost all her hair at the shock of her 
daughter passing away at the age of 12. 
 
Edith did a lot of cooking and she also made a medicine from onions and 
brown sugar, letting them steep in a large china mixing bowl. She gave us 
children a daily dose of malt with cod liver oil. Vegetables were grown in the 
garden and a roast was had on a Sunday. 
 
There was an open fire in the back room and on bath night the tin tub was 
hauled in from the garden. As small children we were bathed in the scullery in 
the Belfast sink. The back room had wooden floorboards, a huge wooden 
table and the blackout shutters and curtains were still up.  We listened to the 
radio until Dad finally got a television in one of those big old wooden cabinets. 
Most of the time was spent in the back room, probably because of the fire, but 
there was a 'middle room' and then the front room, only used and heated if 
we had visitors. On the mantlepiece was a Napoleon clock with a 
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Westminster chime....I still love to hear one. 
32 South Vale was decorated in a Victorian fashion with the back room 
having a typical fitted dresser next to the fire with little hooks for the cups. The 
place was generally cold and I hated needing the toilet at night as the walls 
were of horsehair and plaster and bits had fallen off making it look like 
spiders. I hate spiders even now.  I'm sure I can remember the lights being 
gas mantles when I was very young.  There was a pianola in the front room. 
In the scary cupboards were china headed dolls, a piece of barrage balloon 
and some wooden mandolins. 
 
32 South Vale had once been number 12 and at a guess, when first built, it 
was probably an even lower number. As far as I know it was one of three 
similar houses built by Burton although I am not sure if it was THE Burton. I 
am unsure who the house was rented from but by the early 60's the owner 
had died leaving it to, I believe, three children. It had been rented to us for so 
long the rent was very little. My father was asked if he would like to buy the 
place and so he did. 
 

In the 60's the house was then 
modernised. Tiles were put on the 
floor in the back room. The lean-to 
was tiled and concrete steps put in 
and the scullery became the 
bathroom. I think that is when a gas 
boiler was put in and the electrics 
renewed. Fireplaces were hauled 
out and electric ones put in. No 
central heating though so it was still 
a cold journey to the toilet! 
 
Dad had had a motorcycle and 
combination when I was young. He 
progressed to a car later, with the 
number plate ANH 58 and later still 
he had a mini-van.  Back in my 
childhood there were garages 
opposite and a bit up the road from 
32 there was a cobbled yard and 
they had once been stables. 
 
The row of houses opposite 32 was 
tall and rather grim looking. Single 
families lived in them then. Down the 

Corinne’s sister up the lamppost outside of 
number 32 looking south down South Vale. 
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road on the same side as 32 were the grounds of a large house. I am unsure 
if I remember the house or if it's just that I know it was there. Modern houses 
were built there eventually.  Some were built at the bottom as were the flats in 
Bedwardine Road. 
 
I don't think you take much notice of the world around you at that age. I know 
it felt safe to go out to play all day and we went to the park at the bottom of 
the road or to the recreation ground opposite Rockmount Juniors. 
 
I went to school at Rockmount Infants, housed in the original old building. 
After lunch we had to all lay on the floor to 'let our dinner go down' and 
classical music was played to us: Beethoven’s 5th and The Ride of the 
Valkyries.  I then went on up to the Juniors - a building I thought was 60's but 
Mum says was built in the 30's. It must have been very modern for it's time,   
a simple 'H' shape with the hall at one end and dinner hall at the other. We 
were segregated in the playground, boys at the top end, girls at the bottom. 
Sports days were held over on the Rec.  Milk was dished out daily and we all 
had school dinners.  I enjoyed my school days. We didn't get homework and 
all the Mums came to collect us so they all had a daily natter. 
 
The Salvation Army was a big memory; we went to the hall that was in 
Westow Street, down a little alley. I am not sure if my Great Grandparents 
met through the SA. Edith came up to London to be in Service and was with a 
family in Beckenham.  

 
My Great Granddad Arthur was from 
Boreham in Essex. The family moved down 
from there to The Norwood area. They lived 
in a street off Westow Street, Carberry 
Road. I believe Arthur's mother, once 
widowed, was caretaker to the Salvation 
Army hall, so both sides of the family were 
in the Salvation Army. Arthur, and/or his 
sons were in the Band. 
  
We enjoyed Sunday school when we were 
young but as we got older I have to say that 
we went on time, hid and played behind the 

hall, then walked out with the others when it 
finished!   As we approached our teens the 

'no alcohol' rule seemed a bit harsh but now I can understand the reasoning 
behind it. 
 

Great Granddad Arthur. 
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When I was young the park at the bottom of South Vale was less fenced in. 
There was a tin hut down there that the Mums used as a clinic. Above that 
was waste ground with arches round the edge, where the plant nursery is 
now, always a mystical place to play. Across the top towards Church road 
was a derelict house. It was a ghostly mansion to us and we loved playing in 
it. Next to that was a fenced-in house and children were behind the fence. We 
chatted and played but felt so sorry for the children 'prisoners'. 
 
The lower part of Westow Park (we called College Green) had a children's 
play park in it and a hut where a lady would sit knitting while she kept an eye 
on us. It was a plain park but had a path all round so no end of games and 
races could be played. There were conkers to be had in the trees and we 
enjoyed watching the squirrels.  As we got older we explored further and went 
down to the Rec. Its crazy paving path and trees to climb gave us plenty to 
play with; there were also tennis courts, conkers and a lot to walk around! 
 
Everybody seemed to know each other in the street and all the kids played in 
the road, although traffic was getting busier. 
 

As children we played with the neighbours’ children. We weren't allowed in 
the houses so played in the street. On the cusp of the hill was a modern 
house and the lady there had a child with Downs Syndrome. He never went 
to school so was always a child even though he was older than us. We 
played with him a lot. We played 'shops. He would be the shopkeeper and we 
would 'buy' things over the wall. Down a bit from that was a very dark looking 
house, very spooky, never saw who lived in it but I liked its character and it 

A junior class at Rockmount School 
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was on my list of places to buy when I grew up! 
 
I can remember seeing the rag and bone man come down the road with his 
horse and cart, and always loved seeing the horse. The ice cream man came 
down too and Mum would go out with her pudding basin to fill up with the new 
soft ice cream.  Back then there was also the bag wash man. Your heavy 
cotton sheets were put in a bag and sent off to be washed at the laundry. 
They came back damp so they needed a line dry. A baker also called and the 
insurance man. 
 
In the early days the washing was done in a boiler and a 'blue bag' and/or 
washing soda was put in and we liked to bash it about with a wooden bat like 
a rounders bat. Then the clothes were put through the mangle and that was 
another source of fun putting our fingers in to see how far we'd get before it 
hurt too much! 
 
Other games played in the garden were mud pies (of course!), making dens, 
climbing on the shed and jumping off.  When Dad wanted a greenhouse and 
was digging foundations we joined in and dug a huge hole! In it we found all 
sorts of treasures - lead soldiers, old toys, broken plates. It was wonderful 
and I think that is what made me interested in programmes like Time Team 
and History and in recent years my family tree.  In all, the street was quiet 
and safe from the bustle of Central Hill. We were in our own little world. 
 
My father was manager of The International Stores and my mother did 
various jobs, at one time worked in Virgo Fidelis School. We were probably 
considered quite 'well off' as Dad was in management and we owned our own 
house but times were tough. There were five of us kids and wearing 'hand-
me-downs' or clothes from a jumble sale was quite normal. 
When very young we shared a bed, me and two sisters. I often told them 
stories that I made up as I went along, they often fell asleep way before I ever 
got to the end. 
 
Five children in the household meant we got into lots of trouble. My brother 
got away with lots as 'he was the oldest' and I got a lot of skivvying jobs as I 
was the oldest girl. I think I felt life was a bit unfair at the time. We must have 
been a handful but you never realise how tough being a Mum is until you get 
there yourself (I am a Grandma to three and Great-Grandma to four now). 
We were very naughty at times; I can remember sneaking into Great 
Grandma's bedroom.  It was supposed to be out of bounds, but it was like 
going into Aladdin’s cave. She had a dressing table with all the beautiful 
combs and brushes typical of a more Victorian era - so pretty for us girls. The 
telephone was next to her bed, a big old black one; I am unsure why it was in 
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her room or even if it actually worked! We once found a little bottle with little 
white balls in green fluid-smelling salts. We sniffed it which we regretted it 
instantly!! 
Pillow fights were another delight.......until the pillows burst and feathers were 
everywhere! Bed bouncing was another until we went through the springs. It 
was Mum and Dad’s bed. They were not amused! I can recall my brother 
annoying me one day and in anger I tipped the table up. It was fully laden 
with plates, cups, saucers and teapot. I thought I would die when the 
tablecloth slid slowly off the table with all the china going the same way! I was 
lucky that only the teapot lid broke but I was in deep trouble and probably got 
a smacked bottom for that!! I can also recall my brother getting hold of a reel 
of cotton which he wrapped around the bed legs then threw out of the 
window. I’m unsure why! Smacked bottom for him that day! 
 
Whilst we were lucky to have a garden in the house, most of it was used for 
growing veg and Dad had rhubarb, currants, loganberries, plums and 
greengage trees and of course rows of onions, carrots, beans and peas etc. 
One job I loved to do was shucking peas or stringing beans and polishing 
shoes! 
 
We lived next door to Mr and Mrs Crooks who had a Pekingese dog called 
Teddy and we had a cat called Snowy. Both used to sit on top of the old 
beehive. Mr. Crooks used to let us come in his house and polish his silver 
and in return he would take us out on trips to Tatsfield, where we would walk 
through fields of corn for hours and then sit in the cafe for a ginger ale. Or we 
would go out to Royal Tunbridge Wells. He would watch the cricket on the 
green and we would climb the rocks there. 
 
Dad took us out on Sundays too. In those days Shirley Hills was far, far away! 
We often went down to see his Mum and her husband who had a tiny cottage 
in Washington, Sussex.  Dad worked long hours and when he came home he 
would get us to tickle his feet and comb his hair. His hair was Brylcreemed, 
as most men’s were at the time; so we used to do all sorts of styles on him.  I 
mentioned the various tradesmen that called many a time. Mum had no 
money to pay them and we had to hide and be quiet until they had gone. 
 
I liked the street we lived in and it always felt like home but it has changed 
and houses are filling all the gaps. Neighbours are not so friendly. When I go 
back now it all seems so small and crowded.  Cars fill the road.  Children 
don't play out and mothers don't chat over the fence.  I left home when I was 
16 and have seen a lot of the World. Sadly I am not sure I really like South 
London any more. 

Corinne  Hazell 
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NORWOOD BOWLING CLUB 
 

Having recently joined the Norwood Society, with a view of learning more 
about the locale in which my ancestors lived, I noted with interest the short 
article in the Review enquiring about the Norwood Bowling Club (NBC).  To 
my knowledge none of my forebears were shot-putters but they may well 
have enjoyed South Norwood Park for other leisurely pursuits.   For it was 
there that the NBC called home. 
 
The Norwood News (Saturday 18 November 1911) carried a detailed report 
on the Club’s annual dinner, held Wednesday 15 November 1911 as 
confirmed by the dinner programme.  Approximately seventy members were 
in attendance including the Mayor of Lewisham one William Henry Le May.  
The venue chosen to host the NBC annual event is named as the Pavilion, 
South Norwood Park with catering provided by Coldrey & Sons. 
 
The schedule of events kicked off with a toast to the safe return of the newly 
crowned George V from his tour of India, with his coronation only having 
taken place several months earlier in the UK on 22 June,1911.  Various other 
toasts and cheers followed with considerable mention being given to the 
Chairman Walter L Green whose work for both the NBC and Bowling at large 
placed the club in good standing.   
 
Chairman Green had taken on officiating duties at the Festival of Empire 
Tournament as Clerk of the Course managing over 150 matches across a 
series of 12-hour days.  Outside of the extraordinary nature of these games, 
he was also noted as having both been on the Executive of the Surrey 
County Association and having competed in the County Championship Team.  
What’s noteworthy here is the inclusion of Bowls within the Festival of Empire 
games, which are more widely known for boxing and athletics, being seen by 
some as the progenitor of the Commonwealth Games. 
 
1911 for all intents and purposes was a fantastic year, not just for the NBC 
but also the South London Locale and Crystal Palace and Norwood in 
general.  The Empire was basking in the coronation of King George V and 
coverage of his coronation tour of India was no doubt viewed favourably.  The 
Festival of Empire set of events as the 1911 Norwood News report highlights 
was also of massive benefit to the club.   
 
The earliest mention of the NBC that I can find is from 1902 once again 
reported via the Norwood News.  It reports that Croydon Corporation acquired 
this land in 1889 are true; it’s possible that the Bowling club played elsewhere 
but I’ve yet to locate any solid record of this.  An NBC dinner marking the 70th 
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birthday of Charles Le May in September 1922 reports his having joined the 
club ‘about 23 years age’, at which point the bowling green was reported to 
have been in a very primitive state.  Below are some facts and figures from 
some of the earlier NBC annual dinners. 
Season Chairman Champions Hon 

Secretary 
Notes 

1902  • Champion of the year: Mr 
Leighton 

• Singles: Mr A P Rowe 

• Doubles: Charles Le May 
& Mr A. Bradstreet 

Charles Le 
May 

4 November 1902 @ The 
Pavilion. Recorded 40 
members.  Mr George Howse 
mentioned as previous 
secretary 

1903 Charles 
Le May 

• Champion of the Year: H H 
Le May 

Charles Le 
May 

9 December 1903 @ the 

Pavilion. Green re-laid.  Club 

admitted to English BC  

1904 Charles 
Le May 

• Champion of the Year: H H 
Le May 

• Singles: Mr Riesco 

• Doubles: Charles Le May 
& Mr G Howse 

 7 December 1904@ The 
Pavilion. Recorded 60 
members.  Played 16 
matches 1904.  Ground re-
laid 

1906 T H 
Larkin 

• Champion of the Year: 
Charles Le May 

• Singles: Mr J B Hammond 

• Doubles: Charles Le May 
& Mr Howse 

Charles Le 
May 

5 Dec @ The Pavilion. Mr T 
Robertson (President English 
Bowling Association) was 
present.  Played 10, winning 
6.  Charles Le May credited 
with helping form the English 
Bowling Association 

1908 Mr J E 
Webster 

• Championship Shield: H H 
Le May 

• Singles: Mr George Howse 

• Doubles: Mr T H Larkin & 
Mr Malleson 

Charles Le 
May 

18 November 1908 @ The 
Pavilion.  Still not admitting 
female members. Played 11, 
lost 7, won 4.   

1909 Mr G 
Howse 

• Championship Shield: Mr 
William Brown, 2nd H H Le 
May 

• Singles: H H Le May, 2nd 
Mr J O Grant 

Mr J O 
Grant 

17 November 1909 @ The 
Pavilion.  Member count was 
53 

1910 Charles 
Le May 

• Championship Shield: Mr A 
Wilkinson 

• Singles: Mr Layton 

• Doubles: Mr Brown & Mr 
Green 

Mr J O 
Grant 

16 November @ The Pavilion. 
Walter L Green noted as Vice 
Chair.  he also arranged the 
musical score for the evening 

1911 Walter L 
Green 

• Championship Shield: Mr 
Wilkinson 

• Singles: Mr Schroeder 

• Doubles: Mr Leighton & Mr 
Grant 

 15 November 1911 @ The 
Pavilion.   

1912 T H 
Larkin 

• Championship Shield: Mr 
Schroeder.  Runner up, 
Charles Le May 

• Singles: Mr A G Bott 

• Doubles: Mr J O Grant and 
Mr A Leighton 

Mr J O 
Grant 

16 October @ The Pavilion, 



NORWOOD REVIEW                                                                         WINTER 2019 

 

26 
 

Prominent Members of the Club 
 

In looking at the first ten years or so of the Norwood Bowling Club whilst 
several names are seen repeatedly such as J O Grant and T H Larkin, the 
most prominent individuals appear to come from one family, that of the Le 
Mays.  Charles Le May whose name appears in various roles from chairman, 
to secretary to champion (1906) appears vital to the early running and 
establishment of the NBC.   Alongside his brothers Herbert Le May and 
Colonel William Henry Le May they contributed I suspect in both functional 
and financial capacities.   

The three Le May brothers (alongside a 
fourth, Edward Le May) were all Hop 
factors having set up their own firm 
trading under W. H. & H. Lemay Hop 
Factors.  Their trade was the purchase 
of various Hops to then sell onto 
brewers, but they were known to be 
passionate about the industry, 
something I don’t have the space to dig 
into within this article.  W. H. & H. 
Lemay maintained an office at 67 
Borough High Street, which is visible 
even now as a grade 2 listed building.   
 

Despite the initials indicating the 
prominence of William Henry and 
Herbert Le May, Charles was very much 
involved in the business and was the 
senior partner of the organisation at the 
time of his death in 1939 having outlived 
his brothers.  He was the only brother as 
far as I can see to reside in Lambeth. 
Herbert Le May tragically lost his life on 
29 October 1920 after a fall at London 
Bridge train station whilst trying to catch 
a service back to Bromley.  During his 

inquest, a verdict of ‘death by 
misadventure’ was recorded. 
The eldest brother William Henry Le 

May had a storied career and interests beyond that of his business.  He 
settled in Lewisham and (as evidenced by the 1911 NBC programme) served 
as Mayor of the metropolitan borough 1911-1912.  He latterly developed an 
interest in the Lewisham territorials and towards the end of his life had gained 

WH & H Le May, Hop Factors of Borough 
High Street. 
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the rank of Colonel having had some involvement in setting up the Lewisham 
Cadet Battalion in 1915.   
 

What about the photograph? 
 

 
 
So, in closing out the article I suppose that several society members might be 
asking about the photo.  In all honesty, I’m not entirely sure!  I think I can 
identify three people using photos from various articles which helps us to 
narrow things down somewhat: 
 

1. Charles Le May in the front row. fourth from right, which at the very 

least places it pre-1939 

2. Herbert Le May front row, third from right, which places this pre 1920 

3. Walter L Green front row (fourth from left) 

Counting the club members to 51 heads places the photo I believe within the 
1909 – 1912 range. 
 

Prominent Names / Members 
1. Mr Walter L Green – Chairman 1911 

2. Alderman William Henry Lee May (Mayor of Lewisham 1911), Justice of 

the Peace, Colonel of the volunteers 

3. J G Grant (honourable secretary 1911) 

4. Charles Le May  

5.  H H Le May (son of Charles Le May) 

6. W Lindley Jones 

7. George Howse 

8. A Schroeder 
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Season Chairman Champions Hon Secretary Notes 

1902  • Champion of the year: 
Mr Leighton 

• Singles: Mr A P Rowe 

• Doubles: Charles Le 
May & Mr A. Bradstreet 

Charles Le May 4 November 1902 @ The 
Pavilion. Recorded 40 
members.  Mr George 
Howse mentioned as 
previous secretary 

1903 Charles Le 
May 

• Champion of the Year: H 
H Le May 

•  

Charles Le May 9 December 1903 @ the 

Pavilion. Green re-laid.  

Club admitted to English 

Bowling Club 

1904 Charles Le 
May 

• Champion of the Year: H 
H Le May 

• Singles: Mr Riesco 

• Doubles: Charles Le 
May & Mr G Howse 

 7 December 1904@ The 
Pavilion. Recorded 60 
members.  Played 16 
matches 1904.  Ground 
re-laid 

1906 T H Larkin • Champion of the Year: 
Charles Le May 

• Singles: Mr J B 
Hammond 

• Doubles: Charles Le 
May & Mr Howse 

Charles Le May 5 December @ The 
Pavilion. Mr T Robertson 
(President English 
Bowling Association) was 
present.  Played 10, 
winning 6.  Charles Le 
May credited with helping 
form the English Bowling 
Association 

1908 Mr J E 
Webster 

• Championship Shield: H 
H Le May 

• Singles: Mr George 
Howse 

• Doubles: Mr T H Larkin 
& Mr Malleson 

Charles Le May 18 November 1908 @ 
The Pavilion.  Still not 
admitting female 
members. Played 11, lost 
7, won 4.   

1909 Mr G 
Howse 

• Championship Shield: Mr 
William Brown, 2nd H H 
Le May 

• Singles: H H Le May, 2nd 
Mr J O Grant 

Mr J O Grant 17 November 1909 @ 
The Pavilion.  Member 
count was 53 

1910 Charles Le 
May 

• Championship Shield: Mr 
A Wilkinson 

• Singles: Mr Layton 

• Doubles: Mr Brown & Mr 
Green 

Mr J O Grant 16 November @ The 
Pavilion. Walter L Green 
noted as Vice 
Chair,arranged the 
musical score for the 
evening 

1911 Walter L 
Green 

• Championship Shield: Mr 
Wilkinson 

• Singles: Mr Schroeder 

• Doubles: Mr Leighton & 
Mr Grant 

  

1912 T H Larkin • Championship Shield: Mr 
Schroeder.  Runner up, 
Charles Le May 

• Singles: Mr A G Bott 

• Doubles: Mr J O Grant 
and Mr A Leighton 

Mr J O Grant 16 October @ The 
Pavilion,  
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Steven Andrews 
 
MR BENNETT THE BALLOON MAN OF PENGE, “RE-OPENING 
AN OLD CHAPTER” 
 

You may remember Mr Bennett’s obsession with his ‘revolving balloon’ and 
the lengths to which he went in attempting to raise funds for it as described in 
Review 225.   Further information has come to light showing that his 
pecuniary problems were highlighted in court by his requesting an order that 
maintenance of his wife should be reduced. 
 
By 1900 he was living at 52 Penge Road, South Norwood and appeared at 
Penge Police Court on 22 April 1901.  The order for maintenance was made 
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against him in June 1900, for 10 shillings a week.  He had regularly failed to 
make the payments and his, now estranged wife living with her sister in 
Sutton, had had him arrested on at least three occasions for these failures.  In 
court he applied for the payment to be reduced having served a summons to 
that effect on his wife.  The court was told that the summons had only been 
delivered to his wife’s sister and that she had indignantly torn it up and thrown 
it at the delivering office!  The bench concluded that the summons had 
actually been delivered and allowed the case to proceed. 
 
Mr Bennett stated that he had given up his previous business at Penge.  ‘Not 
the flying machine?’ he was asked.  To much laughter he replied ‘No that had 
flown away!’  He was, he claimed, now hawking tea from door to door, and 
earned 8 or 9 shillings a week commission by doing so.  As the result of his 
arrests for non-payment of maintenance being reported in the local press he 
had lost his income from selling tea.  He was now out of employment and 
depending upon friends.  The Bench concluded that in view of Mr Bennett’s 
unfortunate circumstances and bearing in mind if they changed, his wife could 
apply for an increase, the order was reduced to 4 shillings a week. 
 
It looks like his ballooning aspirations turned into nothing but ‘hot air’! 

Stephen Oxford 
 
NOTES FROM THE NORWOODS 
 
Lambeth Council have not asked even the most basic questions about 
demolishing Central Hill Estate, a Freedom of Information answer from the 
Council has revealed. 
 
There was an FOI request from Darren Shirley concerning the development 
of the plans for the demolition and regeneration of the Central Hill Estate. 
Darren Shirley asserted that work will have been undertaken to assess the 
impact on residents in the surrounding roads and area. A request was made 
for copies of research, analysis, reviews, assessments, plans, strategies, and 
internal communications relating to the following issues. These include road 
and walkway closures, diversions etc, building material pollution, noise 
pollution, loss and degradation of private property, public transport provision 
and furthermore, the impact of site work on ground stability in the immediate 
area and surrounding roads. 
 
The Council’s Freedom of Information team replied that the design proposals 
for the proposed redevelopment are at a very early stage, and that the 
technical studies requested will be all undertaken and available prior to the 
submission of any planning application that will come forward. The FOI team 
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apologised that the requested information was not available at the current 
time. 

ARTISTS OPEN HOUSE 2020 

Painters and designers wanting to exhibit at next year's Crystal Palace Artists 
Open House need to 'leap' into action as soon as possible. 

Next year's event, again spread over two weekends following the hugely 
successful inaugural Crystal Palace Artists Open House event this year, is 
being brought forward to the weekends of Saturday 29 February 1 Sunday 
March  and 7/8 March 2020.  Deadline for applications is 7 December 2019.   
And even if you're not an artist or designer then organisers would still like to 
hear from you! 

If you're not an artist but would love to support the sheer amount of creative 
talent in Crystal Palace by hosting an exhibition of art and design in your own 
home - even if it's a tentative 'Yes - possibly' please contact organisers at 
cpartistopenhouse@gmail.com to find out more. . 

PLANS FOR NEW DINOSAUR BRIDGE IN CRYSTAL PALACE PARK 

Plans to build a new 'dinosaur bridge' in Crystal Palace park to allow access 
to the island where the world-famous statues stand have been submitted to 
Bromley council for consideration. 

A design and access statement supporting the application - which is being 
made by the Friends of the Crystal Palace Dinosaurs - says it is proposed 
that a permanent lightweight rotating bridge is to be located on the southern 
side of the main dinosaur island, adjacent to the weir. The skeletal structure 
would be fixed by a central pivot, allowing controlled access. The ambition is 
to make the bridge part of the landscape, says the statement. 

CYCLE SHOP CLOSES ITS BLUE DOORS  

Blue Door Bicycles at the top of Central Hill closed on Saturday 14 
September.  Owner David Hibbs, who opened Blue Door in 2010 in what had 
been the Talbot cycle shop for many years said: ‘Technology moves on and 
unfortunately Internet retailing doesn't mix with high street retailing - and I 
don't think the Internet is going away - so we need to go away. 
  
‘But it's been really nice working in Crystal Palace.’  The shop hosted a 
farewell party on Friday evening with a note saying ‘We are sad to be going’ 
and instructions to all guests ‘please respect the rule of NOT saying you are 
sorry or sympathising with us. 
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‘Just come along and be happy with us that we have had some fun and been 
part of the Crystal Palace community.’ (A cycle repair workshop has opened 
on the left hand side of the former Blue Door premises.) 
  
Further reading: www.norwoodsociety.co.uk  review194 

 
CRYSTAL PALACE SUBWAY TO GET £2.3 MILLION GRANT TOWARDS 
RESTORATION? 
 
The historic Crystal Palace subway underneath Crystal Palace Parade is set 
to receive a grant of £2.3 million towards its restoration. A Bromley council 
statement says the subway, a Grade II* listed building, is in extensive 
disrepair and is on Historic England’s Heritage At Risk register.  ‘It is hoped 
the strategic investment funding will trigger further restoration funding 
securing the Subway’s future and enabling Historic England’s ‘at risk’ status 
to be removed.’ The confirmation of the grant relies on the support of all 33 
London boroughs, including the City of London, and will not be confirmed until 
mid-November. 
 
Friends of the Crystal Palace Subway said: ‘We are thrilled with this news 
and look forward to sharing more detail in November. ‘This is the result not 
just of a trusted partnership with Bromley council but very importantly the 
result of community support, from seed funding from local business sponsors 
and visitor donations through to all of our amazing volunteers and absolutely 
everyone who has visited the subway and demonstrated its appeal and 
community value.’ 
 
Further information about the Friends of Crystal Palace Subway is available 
on the friends’ website. www.cpsubway.org.uk/ 
 
LET’S REVITALISE THE CRYSTAL PALACE TRIANGLE! 
 
Let’s revitalise the Crystal Palace Triangle was the message from a meeting 
held in Upper Norwood library in late October.  The meeting – organised by 
Croydon North MP Steve Reed heard that a new umbrella group for Crystal 
Palace involving residents, ward councillors, and traders had already held an 
informal meeting.  Steve Reed suggested a quarterly forum where residents 
could raise issues and concerns with local ward councillors of all five 
boroughs after one trader complained about the dirty state of the Triangle 
pavements.  There were also complaints about the never-ending rubbish 
dump outside one estate agent on the Triangle. 
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Mr Reed also said he would 'name and shame' landlords on the Crystal 
Palace Triangle asking too high rents in the House of Commons. 
‘Fundamentally they could drive out smaller long-established businesses to 
bring in corporate businesses. ‘I'm happy to stand up in Parliament and name 
them.’ A lot of people had written to him about rents, he added.   

Jerry Green 

 
PLANNING REPORT 
 
Developers are seeking out both small and large sites for housing 
developments in the Norwood area.  Nowhere is safe from poorly designed 
residential units built to minimal housing standards.  The Crystal Palace area 
has received a number of planning applications to redevelop small sites or 
enlarging exiting buildings with extra floors for housing.  In South Norwood 
empty shop units in the conservation area attract applications for change of 
use to residential often with poor quality units and inappropriate windows and 
doors.  In West Norwood there are applications for a number of larger sites 
including, Lansdowne Hill 51 flats and Norwood High Street 8 flats, a larger 
proposal for an 8 storey building containing 19 flats has recently been 
withdrawn. 
 
Back gardens are not safe either, planning permission has recently been 
granted for a building containing nine flats in the rear garden of 78 Beulah 
Hill.  Anti social uses are also a concern; the recent refusal of planning 
permission for a 24 hour McDonalds take away attracted 871 objections. 
 
The Planning Sub Committee endeavours to look at significant applications 
and those in conservation areas within the Norwood area covering Croydon, 
Lambeth and Bromley.   

Marian Girdler  
 
MyHouseMyStreet  MHMS 
 
The second of our talks presenting the research of our street histories took 
place in September at Upper Norwood Library.  The talk was very well 
attended.  The speakers discussed Chestnut Road, Woodland Road, 
Woodland Hill and George Street (Cawnpore Street).  Work is progressing on 
the design of the accompanying website and this will in due course hold the 
research findings. 
 

Ruth Hibberd 
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JOHN WILSON-HAFFENDEN  1836 - 1895 
 
The fascinating MyHouseMyStreet project, currently well underway effectively 
managed by Ruth and Stuart Hibberd and ably assisted by a stalwart group of 
volunteers, has brought to light numerous interesting characters once 
residing in Norwood.  Andrew Withers, in his research about South Vale, 
mentions that there was briefly an iron church in the road, one of many such 
iron churches in Norwood in the mid 1800s.  It was run under the auspices of 
one John Wilson-Haffenden 
 
Wilson-Haffenden was a man of the church but, it seems, was not quite as 
sensible as he may have appeared to his Norwood congregation!  John was 
born in 1836 to Walter and Mary Wilson in Scarborough, Yorkshire.  His 
father Walter is listed in the 1851 census as an ‘organist, music master and 
proprietor of music’.  They lived at 27 Huntriss Road a modest four storey 
terraced house just behind the Grand Hotel and currently occupied by a tattoo 
lounge!   
 

By the age of 15 John was 
a ‘music student’ at the 
prestigious Royal Academy 
of Music, Tenterden Street, 
Hanover Square, London. 
Whether this was by way of 
ability or patronage is 
uncertain.  His father died 
in 1852 and by 1861, still a 
‘student’ he was back in 
Scarborough living with his 
mother and sisters Mary 
and Henrietta.  Somehow 

his musical career took a 
deviation and he became c 
urate of St Nicholas’ 

Church, Stillington, North Yorkshire.  John married Charlotte Isabella 
Haffenden in the church at Stillington.  Charlotte was the daughter of Alfred 
Haffenden, a wealthy ‘Landed Proprietor’ with 11 servants in his Waplington 
Manor property.  Alfred died in 1871 and the following year Queen Victoria 
was ‘pleased to grant unto the Rev. John Wilson, of Stillington Vicarage, in 
the county of York, and unto Charlotte Isabella, his wife…. of Alfred 
Haffenden, late of Tenterden, Kent, by her royal license and authority that 
they may, in grateful and affectionate respect for the late Alfred Haffenden, 

St Nicholas, Stillington, 1883, courtesy  
stillingtoncommunityarchive.org 
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take and henceforth use the name of Haffenden, in addition to and after that 
of Wilson.’  (Whitehall, Dec 23, 1872).   
 
John and Charlotte moved to her family home in Tenterden and took their 
place in landed farming society and he went about enclosing parcels of land 
to the exclusion of locals.  They attended County Balls and gave prizes at 
local agricultural events.   In 1874 he officiated at the marriage of his younger 
sister Louisa in Leeds.  John became a Justice of the Peace and for 1879 
and 1880 Mayor of Tenterden.  In 1881 he was still recorded as a Kent 
magistrate but no longer living in Tenterden. 
 

There is no trace of the Wilson-Haffendens in the 
1881 census but unexpectedly he appears in the 
Norwood News 2 December, 1882 advertising that 
he has commenced a series of Church of England 
services at the ‘Assembly Rooms, Westow-Street, 
Upper Norwood.’ (Upper Norwood, 1882).  In a letter 
to the Norwood News in February 1883 he gives his 
address as Tudor Road, Norwood; a street of 
modest, 
terraced 
Victorian 
houses.  
(Correspondenc
e, 1883).  One 
can only surmise 
that the couple 

went their separate ways at some point 
around 1880.  Charlotte is recorded in 
the Morning Post 25 November 1878 as 
being resident, with a daughter, at the 
Alexandra Hotel, Hyde Park Corner, 
London. (Alexandra Hotel, 1878).  If 
there was a separation there must have 
been little public knowledge as John 
Wilson-Haffenden became an active 

member of the Upper Norwood Liberal 
association, regularly participating in its 
meetings. (Upper Norwood Liberal 
Association, 1883).  
 
Meetings in the Assembly Rooms finished 18 February 1883 as the tenancy 
on the building had come to an end.  Tudor Road was still John’s stated 

Advert for SS Michael & All Angels, 
Norwood News, 14 July 1883. 

 ‘Assembly Rooms’ Westow 
Street. 
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address. (Correspondence, 1883).  Within a matter of less than five months a 
new location had been found for John’s ministrations; the ‘Church of SS 
Michael & All Angels, South Vale, Central Hill, Upper Norwood’. (Norwood 
News Office, 1883).  This may well be the ‘iron church’ though no trace of its 
location can be found on any relevant maps and certainly by the publication 
of the 1910 25inch map it had vanished.  Again his address is given as Tudor 
Road, Norwood. 
 

The Churchwardens of All 
Saints wrote a detailed letter to 
the Norwood News a few 
months later in which they state 
that John Wilson-Haffenden 
had opened an ‘iron church 
under the name of SS Michael 
and All Angels as a place of 
public worship in South-Vale, 
Norwood’.  They went on to 
state that he was not entitled to 

hold such services as he was 
‘disqualified to hold preferment 

in the Established Church of England’.  (SS Michael & All Angels, 1883). 
 

Wilson-Haffenden replied by way of 
explanation that he had ‘taken advantage 
of the “Clerical Disabilities Act” 1870’, the 
object of which was ‘to enable a clergyman 
to enter Parliament’.  (SS Michael & All 
Angels, 1883).  Whether he stood for 
Parliament is unclear but he had obviously 
moved to Norwood to make a fresh start in 

his work as a clergyman but had not been 
granted permission by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to do so.  At that time the 

legislation did not allow for the Archbishop to make any such decision.   He 
went on to conduct services appealing to his congregation for support and 
accusing the Churchwardens of being ‘un-Christian’ in their attitude towards 
him. (To The Editor, 1883). 
 
Moving on to 1885 the Wilson-Haffenden’s move from Tenterden becomes 
clear when John appeared in front of Mr Registrar Pepys in the Bankruptcy 
Court.  Then living in Gipsy Hill and still running the iron church he explained 

Courtesy  the South Wales Daily News, 24 
February 1894. 

Westbrook Road iron church, similar to the one in 
South Vale. 
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that in 1880 after ‘losing heavily through a series of bad harvests he had sold 
his landed property in Kent’.  (Waplington Manor).  He had then paid off his 
debts and as he was no longer able to obtain a curacy had built a private 
chapel at Upper Norwood.  He had undertaken the construction of the iron 
church with insufficient funds and now owed £731; £65,000 at today’s value, 
with assets nil.  It was agreed that the church was forfeited to the ground 
Landlord.  
 
All goes quiet until February 1894 when the following headline appeared in 
the Gloucester Citizen ‘Bailiffs in Possession of a Church’, ‘Religion on the 
Credit System’!  (Baliffs in Possession of Church, 1894).  
 
That was followed by numerous others including this from the South Wales 
Daily News. (Deplorable Scene in Birmingham, 1895).   The church in 
question was Emmanuel, Small Heath, Birmingham erected by John entirely 
on credit!  The Bishop of Worcester, rightly, would not recognise the church 
and the opening ceremony was performed by ‘Bishop Greenland of American 
orders’.  That ‘the pulpit was about to be used as an auctioneer’s rostrum and 
afterwards sold with some of the more sacred articles of ceremonial rite’ was 
made clear to readers.   
 
Wilson-Haffenden clearly had a way with words so that after the initial outrage 
at the situation the Gloucester Citizen thought he thoroughly deserved 
sympathy.  Rent had not been paid and the building and its contents offered 
up for sale by auction.  The proposed sale of ‘the communion-table, the 
pulpit, the stone font, the organ and other furniture’ attracted a ‘considerable 
crowd of people’.  (Remarkable Statements, 1894).  The Church of 
Emmanuel was yet another ‘iron church’ erected on land rented from a local 
lady and was expensively furnished, including a rented ‘capital 17 stop 
organ’.  Income was insufficient to pay the rent or the gas bill and with £200 
owing the bailiffs took possession of the church on warrants from the 
landlady.  
 
The ‘rouping’ or ‘chaffering’ (selling by auction) got underway under the 
guidance of Mr Rooker, the auctioneer, with the first lot being the vestry 
carpet, followed by the hassocks and kneelers.  There followed lot after lot, 
few of which raised much interest and even less by way of bids.  ‘The pulpit, 
lot 21, awakened some interest, which however declined, when it was found 
that its cupboard contained nothing stronger than a list of hymns for the 
Fourth Sunday after Easter’.  The ‘pièce de résistance’, the organ raised £110 
and was purchased ‘for the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel of Atherstone by a 
determined gentleman, a Mr Stanley’.  The bell went for 19 shillings and all 
was over after 90 minute’s brisk business. (Pulpit & Alter for 16s 6d, 1894).   
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John died 23 April 1895 little 
more than a year after the 
Small Heath debacle and 
Charlotte ‘fled’ to Queensland, 
Australia after her husband’s 
death and remarried there; 
dying 16 August 1901. 
 
The last words must go to 
John Wilson-Haffenden who 
not being one to be 
discouraged was advertising 
‘Warner’s Safe Cure Pills’ 
within weeks of the auction. 
 
Perhaps he should have paid 
more regard to his first maxim 
included in the advert which 
was: 
 
 ‘Don’t live beyond your 
income’.  

 
We might all do well to take note of that, though I suspect we’d be better off 
with a Rennie than a ‘Warner’s Kidney & Liver Cure’ pill! 

 
Stephen Oxford 
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