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THE FRESH AIR SUBURB 

The poster reproduced on the front cover is thought to date from the 1920s 
but it was not the first reference to the ‘fresh air’ of Upper Norwood.  Alfred 
Beaumont Maddock in his book ‘On Sydenham, Its Climate and Palace: With 
Observations on the Efficacy of Pure Air’ (1860)  said the death rate for the 
area of Upper Sydenham, including Upper  Norwood, was less in proportion 
than any other district of London.   Even when major outbreaks of contagious 
diseases such as cholera were rife in the metropolis, Sydenham was entirely 
free from their visitation.   The health and strength of the population of 
Sydenham he put down to the 'pure air' found there, and the lack of humidity 
or fogs occurring in the vicinity.  

He went on to claim that the large and splendid hotels known as the ‘Royal 
Crystal Palace’ and the ‘Queens’ cannot provide sufficient accommodation for 
all those who wish to be accommodated in this salubrious location. 

Maddock quoted the poet Armstrong: 

‘Ye who would amid the feverish world would wear, 

A body free from pain, from cares of mind, 

Fly the rank city.’ 

 
Having spoken warmly of the salubrity 
of the climate of Upper Sydenham 
Maddock went on to say that mental 
employment and physical activity were 
also prerequisites to good health and 
long life.  Thus he warmly 
recommended residence in Upper 
Sydenham where the Crystal Palace 
provided adequate supplies of the 
latter.  No surprise then that he lived at 
Montague House at the northern end of 
Crystal Palace Parade opposite 
Paxton’s House of Rock Hills. 
(Maddock, 1860).  
 
Maddock wrote at least ten medical 
books focusing on chest infections and 
the importance of fresh air as well as 
mental and nervous disorders.  He was 
born in Henrietta Street, Bloomsbury 27 
February 1815 to Henry and Susannah 
Maddock.  Henry was a Barrister at 
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Law and went on to be a Member of Parliament.  He married in Axminster, 
Devon in 1838. By 1845 he was registered as a physician in London and by 
1855 he had been able to afford a residence in Curzon Street.  
 

 
The Malling Asylum, West Malling, Kent. 

 
Maddock became the resident physician and proprietor of the Malling Lunatic 
Asylum, Malling Place, St Leonards Street, West Malling, Kent.   He was 
prosecuted in 1851 for making ‘a false entry in a book required to be kept at a 
lunatic asylum’ for which he was found guilty and fined £100, (£10,000 at 
today’s value).  The indictment was that no personal restraint had been used 
against any of the asylum residents.  Maddock pleaded guilty to two offences 
and claimed that he was not in favour of the use of restraint upon residents.  
It was claimed that restraint had been used as insufficient attendants were 
employed at the establishment.  A witness was called who stated that she 
had received kind treatment and no expense had been spared in improving 
the buildings and providing facilities.  (Spring Assizes, 1851).  
 
Unfortunately Maddock did not seem to have followed his own advice about 
the value of living in Upper Sydenham for he died as the result of a heart 
attack 18 November 1862, aged only 47, at his other home, 56 Curzon Street, 
Mayfair, London and was buried at St James, St Pancras, London. 

Stephen Oxford 

Works Cited 

Maddock, A. B. (1860). Sydenham, its Climate & Palace. London: Simpkin, Marshall & Co. 
Spring Assizes. (1851). Morning Post , 7. 
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THE ROYAL CRYSTAL PALACE HOTEL 

The Royal Crystal Palace Hotel was built for Thomas Masters who was born 
to Johnson and Susan Masters in London in 1804.  Little is known of his early 
life but he was able to set up in business as a confectioner, firstly at Upper 
Charlotte Street and later 333 Oxford Street, London. During this time he 
patented three inventions: Freezing Apparatus, a Rotary Knife-cleaner and a 
Portable and Aerating Soda Water Machine.   To publicise his inventions he 
published ‘The Ice Book’ a ‘compendious & concise history of everything 
connected with ice from its first introduction into Europe as an article of luxury 
to the present time: with an account of the artificial manner of producing pure 
& solid ice, and a valuable collection of the most approved recipes for making 
superior water ices and ice creams at a few minutes' notice’.  (Thomas, 
1844). 

He rose to some note and acquired sufficient prosperity, by selling 
refreshments at the Crystal Palace when it was in Hyde Park, enabling him to 
take out loans to acquire the lease of the Beulah Spa and to have a hotel built 
opposite the site of the Crystal Palace in Sydenham.  His frozen dessert ices 
were also to be had at the Royal Botanic and Zoological Gardens, Regents 
Park and at the London Colosseum (sic), St Martin’s Lane.  (Masters, 1851). 

 
Refreshments offered by Thomas Masters at the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park. 
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He was obviously aware of the move of the Crystal Palace to Sydenham and 
sought to enhance his fortunes by providing accommodation close at hand for 
visitors and probably hoped some of them would frequent the ailing nearby 
Beulah Spa.  The Royal Crystal Palace Hotel, Tavern and Restaurant opened 
during 1853 with more than 40 bedchambers.  It occupied an extensive 
corner site at the junction of Church Road and Anerley Hill.  The hotel also 
boasted a number of assembly and other public rooms and it extended along 
Church Road with ‘four shops on the ground floor and a large number of well-
arranged and well-appointed bed-chambers, dining and drawing rooms’ 
above.  To the rear was extensive stabling and well-arranged grounds.  It was 
much acclaimed that the front step of the hotel was at the same height as the 
top of the cross on St Paul’s Cathedral, 110m (361ft).   

 
Engraving showing an artist’s impression of the Royal Crystal Palace Hotel 

Unfortunately his business acumen did not seem to have extended beyond 
inventor and ice cream salesman, as by January 1855 a petition for 
bankruptcy was filed against him. He was declared to owe a million pounds at 
today’s value.  Further misfortune was to follow as he was thrown from a gig 
fracturing his hip and claimed to be too ill to attend court so it was set up in 
the hotel.  Then to add insult to injury during his convalescence whilst getting 
out of his bed he fell over and re-opened the fracture leading to ‘excessive 
nervous irritability’.  In spite of extensive advertising no one seemed keen to 
purchase the hotel but in 1856 the hotels contents were put up for auction in 
order to raise funds to pay off some of the creditors. 
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The ballroom on Anerley Hill was purchased by Mr Robin Wood, a far sighted 
motorcar enthusiast, who ahead of the times turned it in 1896 into premises 
for his ‘Robin Wood Motor Works’. (Windmill on top of motor works is local 
landmark, 1956). (See the separate article in this issue). 

 
Postcard showing the Royal Crystal Palace Hotel, left, White Swan, right (now the Westow House). 

The hotel staggered on, but in August 1864 a Mr Hawkins sued Mr Masters 
for wrongly evicting him from the premises for committing ‘an offence against 
the laws of good society’.  Masters, realising some grave mistake had been 
made agreed to pay compensation of £100 guineas and dismiss the hotel’s 
manager.  At some point before 1894 the hotel was extended east along 
Anerley Hill by the addition of a grand ballroom, and Thomas’s daughter had 
taken over the management by 1878.   The hotel was out of the hands of the 
Masters by 1898 when a Mrs Alice Hodgkyns was in charge and who put it up 
for auction again in June 1900. (Sales by Auction, 1900).  It was managed by 
Oswald Tillmann in 1911and in 1916 was being run by Frank L Richardson.   

In 1912 plans for ‘a new theatre of varieties’, occupying most of the land 
behind the hotel were announced by the Norwood News. (A New Local 
Theatre of Varieties, 1912).  

The announcement was largely guesswork by one of the paper’s reporter’s 
accompanied by this delightful paragraph: ‘Unless the folks who ought to 
know, don’t know, and only pretend to know what they don’t know – don’t 
cher know – the following is a tentatively acceptable version of what is likely 
to happen’.  It appears that the journalist, like many of his ilk got carried away 
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by rumours and all that did happen was that a ‘new hall’ was added in 1923 
on stilts to the rear of the hotel.  (Hotel's New Hall, 1923).  

 
View of the Royal Crystal Palace Hotel, the Cambridge Hotel and the southern water tower taken 
by Emile Zola. 

The hotel was rarely out of the local 
press and the courts for one reason or 
another, including in 1925 for selling 
‘intoxicating liquor out of hours’, and the 
same year a chambermaid was bound 
over to keep the peace for stealing 
hotel linen.  (Chambermaid's Theft, 
1925).   

The hotel was regularly used by local 
companies and societies for their 
annual events, lectures and functions 
and as a venue for numerous auctions 
as well as wedding receptions.  In 1926 
a ‘Masonic Lodge of Instruction’ was 
opened with its headquarters at the 
Royal Crystal Palace Hotel; named the 

Proposed site of the Theatre of Varieties 
behind the Royal Crystal palace Hotel, 
Norwood News, 1912. 
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Vicar’s Oak Lodge after the famous ‘Vicar’s Oak’ which once stood, before 
the hotel was built, in the road in front of it. (Upper Norwood, 1926).   

During the night 14-15 September 1940 the hotel and the Robin Wood 
Garage were damaged by high explosive bombs which were accompanied by 
the outbreak of extensive fires across Anerley.  One person was killed and 
ten were injured.  (Hook, 1995).  It was reported the next day that John H 
Bowles, manager had died as a result of the bombing.  However the hotel 
was returned to operation by October with fund raising events for the war 
effort being held there.  It continued after the war with dances and other 
events.   
 

 
The present 2019 view of the Royal Crystal Palace Hotel. 

 
In the early hours of 30 July 1960 a boy reaching the top of Anerley Hill on a 
bicycle saw smoke pouring out of the first floor hotel billiard room.  The 
landlord Mr Brennan his wife and son were asleep in the room above.  The 
boy hurried to Gipsy Hill police station and the fire brigade were called.  
Passing motorists alerted those inside who quickly made their escape.  The 
large oak beams were badly damaged.  The space between the beams in the 
floor had been packed with sawdust, an early form of sound proofing, and this 
did nothing to reduce the impact of the fire.  (Family Escape from Pub Blaze, 
1960) 
 
The current site, until recently known as ‘The Grape and Grain’ is deserted 
prior to its pending redevelopment by the Wetherspoons chain.   
 

Stephen Oxford 
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WILLIAM WOOD & THE FIRST LONDON TO BRIGHTON RUN 
 
William John Wood was born in Penge on 20 June 1874 to John and Mary 
Ann Wood.  At the time his father was a labourer but he went on by 1900 to 
be ‘Superintendent of Amusements’ at the Crystal Palace.  William was 
christened at Norwood Christ Church, Gipsy Hill, Lambeth, 27 September 
1874.  He went to Woodland Road School which had only been opened in 
1887.  By the age of 16 he was an apprentice engineer to Merryweathers, 
Greenwich. Whilst he was there he broke his arm trying to start ‘a La 
Capitaine vertical paraffin engine’.  (Mr W J Wood recalls, 1941).  On 13 
August 1900, whilst living at 75 Church Road, Upper Norwood, he married 
Emily Best of 22 South Croxted Road at Emmanuel, Clive Road, West 
Dulwich.  
 

Once he had completed his 
apprenticeship he was employed at the 
‘Crystal Palace by Mr Sennett, who was 
the organiser of the first exhibition of 
autocars, known as ‘The Great 
Horseless Carriage Exhibition,’ in May 
1896.   On the opening of the exhibition’ 
he was transferred to ‘Messrs. Arnold 
and Hewetson, who were importing the 
Benz car, and took charge of the exhibit 
which used to take passengers round the 
firework terrace.  This was before the 
repeal of the Light Automotive Act, which 
restricted the speed of the car and 
stipulated that a man with a red flag 
should walk twelve yards in front.  This is 
something we could perhaps do with 

reinstating in order to slow down many drivers who seem unable to 
comprehend 20mph road signs today! 
 

Mr Wood at the Crystal Palace. 
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This Act defined a new category of 
vehicle, light locomotives, which were 
vehicles under 3 tons unladen weight. 
These 'light locomotives' were exempt 
from the 3 crew member rule, and were 
subject to the higher 14 mph speed 
limit, although most Local Government 
Boards had the authority to reduce it to 
12 mph.  In celebration of the act being 
passed an Emancipation Run was 

organised, which took place on 14 November 1896 when thirty vehicles 
travelled from Whitehall, London to Brighton. Annual commemoration of that 
emancipation day drive became famous and is known as the London to 
Brighton run. The relaxation of usage restrictions eased the way for the 
development of the British motor industry.  (Grace's Guide to British Industrial 
History, 2018). 
 

William took part in that first London 
to Brighton run, in a convoy of four 
vehicles.  At River Hill, Sevenoaks 
the passengers had to walk as the 
cars could only manage two miles 
an hour uphill without any load.  This 
was too much for one of the cars 
and he ‘spent the night at the top of 
Pole Hill under a car in the road, 
making a cylinder joint with red lead.’  
Things became even worse when 
water was put in the petrol tank and 
petrol in the water tank so that the 
carburettor had to be topped up 
every few miles.  The weather was 
atrocious and as a result the leather 
driving belts kept stretching and had 
to be constantly shortened.  Just 
outside of Brighton whilst he was 
filling the carburettor someone lit a 
cigarette, as a result of which he lost 
his moustache, which had taken him 
years to train and at that point he 
forgot that he had been a choirboy!  

Fortunately Brighton was reached 
without further mishap. 
 

A red flag carrier. 

The Revamped Robin Wood Garage frontage on 
Anerley Hill. 
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William lived in Norwood all his life and 
started his garage business in Westow 
Street in 1896, transferred to Church Road 
in 1900, and six years later set up the Robin 
Wood Garage at 2a, Anerley Hill in the old 
ballroom of the Royal Crystal Palace Hotel.  
The garage, hotel and several other nearby 
buildings were badly damaged in the blitz in 
September 1940.  He was a leading 
Freemason and was one of the founders of 
the Vicar’s Oak Lodge which met in the 
Royal Crystal Palace Hotel.  He became 
president of the Upper Norwood Rotary Club 

and was inspector of the local Special 
Constabulary from 1914 to 1934.  During 

World War Two he joined the Norwood Home Guard.   
 
You might well 
ask why the 
garage was 
called Robin 
Wood; it was in 
honour of his 
father who was 
known locally as 
Robin Wood and 
he and his 
brothers and 
sisters as young 
robins.  William 
died on 19 
November 1944 
leaving an estate 
of £8,235 2s 6d.  

The ballroom building is currently occupied by ‘Cadence’ a health and fitness 
establishment built around cycle use both indoors and out. 

Stephen Oxford 

Works Cited 
Grace's Guide to British Industrial History. (2018, March 29). Retrieved March 25, 2019, from 
Graces Guide : https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/1896_Locomotives_on_Highways_Act 
Mr W J Wood recalls. (1941). Norwood News , 3. 

 

 

William Wood in 1941. 

Beams of the ballroom still partly visible in the Cadence building. 
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NORWOOD’S TREES 
 
In ancient times a boundary tree of great size called the Vicar's Oak marked 
the ancient meeting point of four parishes.    Alan Warwick in his book 'The 
Phoenix Suburb’ identified this spot as the roundabout at the end of Crystal 
Palace Parade at its junction with Anerley Hill, Church Road, and Westow 
Hill, and where now the London Boroughs of Croydon, Lambeth, Bromley and 
Southwark meet. 
 
John Aubrey wrote in 1719 that there was in the great wood called Norwood; 
 
"an antient, remarkable Tree call'd the Vicar's Oak, where four Parishes meet 
in a Point.   This Wood wholly consists of Oaks".  
 

The tree had been 
felled sometime before, 
perhaps in 1678, but 
such was its fame that 
its memory survived 
well into the nineteenth 
century and in the 
1860s older inhabitants 
sometimes spoke of 
Church Road as 
Vicar's Oak Road. 
 
 
 

 
Twenty years ago I thought that a new Vicar's Oak should be planted on the 
roundabout that was then still there, to mark the Millennium.  This tree would 
not only have been a celebration of the year 2000 AD but a positive 
contribution to the Upper Norwood townscape closing the vistas along 
Westow Hill, Crystal Palace Parade, Church Road and Anerley Hill with a 
feature both beautiful and historically significant. 
 
The choice of an English Oak (Quercus robur) for the Millennium Tree would 
have been historically and ecologically correct and symbolic of a concern to 
conserve and enhance the woodland ambience of the area.  The proposal 
was supported by the Norwood Society, the Crystal Palace Triangle 
Association, and The Friends of the Great North Wood and with the 
involvement of the London Boroughs of Bromley, Croydon, Lambeth, and 
Southwark, and the Director of Transport for London was sought but not 
forthcoming.    
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Alas, proposals to improve traffic circulation necessitated the removal of the 
roundabout completely and the chance to re-plant the Vicar's Oak on its 
original site went with it.    
 
I thought  planting a tree with a thousand year life span was surely more 
important than speeding today’s traffic through Norwood but instead of such a 
valuable contribution to the appearance of Upper Norwood, we were  blessed 
with the doubtful visual benefit of traffic lights and a yellow box.     It might 
have been an acceptable alternative if a new Vicars Oak had been planted on 
the land in front of the Crystal Palace Park entrance but this did not occur.   
The site of the Vicar’s Oak has instead been marked by a tree stump to 
provide a poignant memory of the loss of a remarkable tree. 
 
Croydon residents may well have felt envious of Bromley’s contribution to 
Upper Norwood’s townscape but  there is no need to think Croydon is lagging 
behind, because now, just a little way down Central Hill from the triangle there 
are two newly created memorial stumps to grace the roadside scene. 
 
They were, until the 8 April last, two trees of some scale, as can be seen from 
the diameter of the stumps that remain, a Beech and a Turkey Oak.   It is true 
that there is a little bit of unsound wood in the remnants of the trunks but 
unless there are plans to grind out the stumps they will remain there for years 
to remind us all of Croydon’s concern for the leafy ambiance of Upper 
Norwood. 
 
The men involved in the removal assured me that the trees were dangerous 
but the soundness of the wood in the stumps that remain belies this 
assumption and in any case a few years back the canopy of one of the trees 
was reduced which should have prevented that tree from becoming a danger.  
As the other tree was not then given the same treatment, it must be assumed 
that it was not dangerous either.    
 
Ancient Oaks throughout the country can be found with their heart wood 
largely absent and yet live on safely so one is drawn to the opinion that the 
removal of these trees was unnecessary and an act of municipal vandalism. 
 
I was not allowed to inspect the felled trees and since the evidence, the entire 
trunks and branches of the felled trees, was removed the very same day, 
Croydon’s assertion that the trees were dangerous cannot be easily proved or 
denied. 
 
The question now is what is going to replace the trees?   Can it be that the 
land is scheduled for development and the trees have been removed before 
they could be used as an argument against building on the site?   Or will 
there be a programme of replacement planting with trees of a similar scale?   
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There is a depressing tendency to plant species which will not in the future 
develop to become significant presences in the urban seen, small scale 
ornamental trees with upright, columnar habit and pretty flowers.   This is 
acceptable where there is not the space for larger trees to develop but if the 
felled trees are to be replaced then English Oaks should be used as they are 
historically and ecologically correct for the area. 
 
If the London boroughs that meet at Upper Norwood were to take the 
concerns the Mayor of London, the Forestry Commission the Campaign for 
Rural England and the Woodland Trust (to name but a few), regarding global 
warming and urban pollution to heart then extensive planting of Oak across 
the area would be planned.    
 
There are dozens of locations where trees of a really large stature could be 
planted, not just for the benefit of today’s residents of Upper Norwood but for 
generations to come.  Would not those future generations thank us for our 
foresight in ‘greening’ the Crystal Palace ridge , providing them with an 
environment, with long term carbon dioxide absorbing, oxygen emitting, 
shade providing, ecologically active leafy canopies. 
 
I think they would but as it is they may curse us not only for the destruction of 
so much nature, in order to shoe-horn more and more people into the area, 
housed, on the whole, in buildings of little architectural merit but for a failure 
to plant young trees now to replace the older trees that will not stay with us 
forever.  

John Medhurst 
 
John Medhurst is a qualified horticulturalist and landscape architect and a 
member of the Arboricultural Association.  He was in the past the Head of the 
Landscape Profession in the GLC Architect’s Department and for 10 years a 
lecturer in landscape design at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

THE DICKS FAMILY-WHEN IS A MYSTERY NOT A MYSTERY? 
 
In my recent talk about ‘The Other Triangle’ of Fox Hill, Belvedere and Tudor 
Roads there was much that there was not time to include. Using street 
directories and census data as an aid I searched the Internet to find people of 
interest. One such family who lived in both Belvedere Road and Fox Hill were 
the Dicks. My interest was sparked when I found a blog entitled ‘The Death of 
Edith Dicks – a Victorian family Tragedy and a Medical Mystery’.  (The Death 
Of Edith Dicks, 2018).  ‘Dave P’, the author and family descendent recalls 
that his grandmother, Florence Dicks, told the story of, how at the age of four 
her mother casually mentioned at the tea table that their 18-year-old daughter 
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Edith had died. The blogger Dave surmised that there may have been a 
scandal or at least a mystery surrounding Eliza’s death especially as it was 
not again mentioned.  

Edith Dicks (1880-1898) was the fourth 
and eldest daughter of ten children. The 
father Samuel Bernard Dicks (1845-1926) 
had been born in 1845 at Warminster, 
Wiltshire. It was here that he started his 
career in horticulture working for G. 
Wheeler, a specialist in developing 
cabbage seeds. By the age of 25 he was 
lodging on Camberwell New Road and 
working for the bulb specialist Messrs E. 
G. Henderson of St John’s Wood. By 
1870 he was chief of that firm’s home 
staff and inspector of crops on the 
continent. The next year (1872) he 
married his landlord’s eldest daughter, 
Eliza Barrett (1853-1921). The couple 
moved around London but by 1885 were 
at Park Grove, Bromley. In April 1891 
they moved to 7 Howard Road, Penge 
and it was here that Edith died on 20 
June 1898. The family were members of 

the congregation of the New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborg) which was the 
‘concrete church’, now flats, on Waldegrave Road, off Anerley Hill. Samuel 
was an active member of the church being a lay reader and holding various 
offices.  (Funeral Report, 1926).  

The blogger Dave concludes that there was no real mystery surrounding the 
daughter’s death as having obtained the death certificate he found the cause 
was a haemorrhage from a gastric ulcer. 
This serves as a reminder that death in Victorian times came from causes 
that are now easily ameliorated if treated. ‘Dave’ seems to find it surprising 
that nothing more was said of Edith’s death. However, it should be 
remembered this was a time when it was not thought appropriate for women 
to attend funerals, and that children, like women, lacked the emotional 
strength of men. It is likely that the mother wished to shield a young child only 
four years of age from the tragedy and grief of death. 

Whilst at Howard Road Samuel Dicks had 
become the manager of the Southwark Street 
office of seed growers and merchants ‘Cooper, 
Taber & Co’ of Witham, Essex. ‘Cooper, 
Taber’ were one of the country’s foremost 
seed merchants and their specialisms include 
grass seed for golf courses and his previous 

Edith Dicks 
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employer, E. G. Henderson had merged with the Witham company. Later, 
through amalgamation they became ‘Hurst, Gunson, Cooper Taber Ltd’. It 
seems that Samuel Dicks was more than the manager of the London office, 
as an Internet search reveals mention of his travelling to California on 
company business, and his obituary in the Croydon Advertiser states he 
made over 20 visits ‘across the Atlantic’ on company business. Samuel Dicks 
was awarded the Victorian Gold Medal of Honour, the highest award of the 
Royal Horticultural Society and was also a prominent founder member of the 
National Sweet Pea Society, his favourite flower. 
The connection with Upper Norwood is 
that around 1910 Samuel, his wife and 
two daughters moved to Saxonhurst, 
16 Fox Hill. They moved again as the 
1915 street directory lists Samuel 
Dicks living at 46 Belvedere Road. In 
late summer 1921 Samuel’s wife Eliza 
died and Dave, the blogger, writes that 
Samuel went to live with his daughter. 
This was at 25 Waldegrave Road 
where Florence Dicks (1893-1966) 
lived with her husband Frederick 
Nicholls (1894-1962), following their 
marriage in 1921. It is apparent from 
the probate summary that Samuel 
Dicks was still the householder of 46 
Belvedere Road when he died on 4 
January 1926. The funeral was held at 
the New Jerusalem Church and 
Samuel Dicks was buried in Elmers 
End Cemetery. 
 
Two of the sons also entered the horticultural business and one of these has 
a local connection. George Dicks (1877-1952) spent the early years of his 
married life at 19a Waldegrave Road (see 1911 census), his wife being 
Bertha Sophia nee Brown (1879-1962) the daughter of a gas fitter from 
College Terrace, Upper Norwood. Bertha had worked for the father’s 
company. George was to become a director of his father’s employer, ‘Hurst, 
Gunson, Cooper Taber Ltd’. Both George and Bertha died whilst living in 
Shirley, Croydon. 

Alun Thomas 
Works Cited 
Funeral Report. (1926). Croydon Advertiser, 5. 
The Death Of Edith Dicks. (2018). Retrieved from Dave Ps Bits of History: 

http://davephistory.blogspot.com/2016/10/the-death-of-edith-dicks-victorian.html 

 

 Samuel, daughter Florence & husband 
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THE SPRAGUES & DAWSONS: TWO PRINTING FAMILIES IN 
VICTORIAN UPPER NORWOOD 
 
I got to know Upper Norwood when my family moved to Dulwich in 1961 
when I was 11. I used to get the number 3 bus up to the Crystal Palace 
Parade to go to the stationers, the record shop and Woolworths. Occasionally 
we went as a family to the Granada cinema. Then, as now, I loved the height. 
Standing in Westow Hill looking towards Anerley felt like being at the sea-
side. From my bedroom window at the bottom of the hill I could see both the 
Crystal Palace television tower and Christchurch Gipsy Hill. I had no idea 
then that 100 years earlier, when the Crystal Palace was thriving and the 
suburb developing fast my ancestors were moving to Upper Norwood. I just 
knew that my father had been brought up there in the first half of the twentieth 
century. He didn’t say much about it and I am sure, as children, we wouldn’t 
have encouraged him if he had. However, five years ago, when I inherited the 
bits and pieces that constitute our archives — a family tree, some documents, 
a little correspondence and some photographs, I was drawn back, my head 
full of the family stories my mother had told me that had not been written 
down. I wanted to see where they all lived and to do some research. 
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Living and working in the City 
 
The Spragues, on my mother’s side, and my father’s family, the Dawsons, 
were both wholesale stationers in the Cannon Street area of the City of 
London in the early nineteenth century. In the middle ages stationers were 
text writers, illustrators, bookbinders or booksellers who sold their wares or 
services from fixed ‘stations’ around the walls of St Paul’s Cathedral. By the 
sixteenth century printing was at the heart of their activities. The printing 
industry developed rapidly in the nineteenth century with many technical 
innovations an increasingly literate population so there was increased 
demand for newspapers, books and other printed matter. Printing, publishing 
and bookselling businesses were established to the east and west of St 
Paul’s. Advertising, production and sale of stationery, and newspaper 
distribution were developing activities for stationers in the nineteenth century. 
The Stationers Company, to which they belonged, dates from 1403 and its 
grand headquarters was established in nearby Ave Maria Lane in 1606. The 
company still represents this diverse range of trades today. 
 
Initially Thomas Sprague (of Muggeridge Sprague and Co) and William 
Dawson (of William Dawson and Sons) lived above or very near their 
businesses, not moving their homes to the suburbs until they were 
prosperous and could afford the large houses that were being built as the 
suburban railways developed in the 1850s and 60s. I like to think that William 
Dawson (born 1785), my great-great grandfather and Thomas Sprague (born 
1797), my great-great-great grandfather, were friends, as well as trusted 
business associates. They were certainly both first-generation printer-
stationers and close neighbours. William Dawson established his company in 
1809 at the St Paul’s end of Cannon Street near the corner with Queen 
Street. The elder of the two, he appointed Thomas Sprague an executor of 
his will. 
 

 
            An advertisement for William Dawson and Sons from the PO London Directory, 1860. 
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Thomas Sprague is the earliest ancestor I have so far found in Upper 
Norwood. On the night of the census in June 1841 he was staying with his 
family in Woodman Row by the Woodman Inn on Westow Hill. My guess is 
that he was on a holiday, or an overnight stay on the way back from a visit in 
the south of England, as he was living in a handsome Georgian house (4 
College Hill, still standing) round the corner from his business in Queen 
Street. John Muggeridge’s father, Nathaniel, had run a paper mill in 
Carshalton, Surrey. Looking from the forecourt of the Woodman Inn they 
would have had an unbroken view north to Westminster and the City of 
London, as a contemporary map suggests there were not many buildings in 
Westow Hill. 
 
The move to Upper Norwood 
Thomas Sprague’s last home, after retirement, was in Camden Road, 
Holloway. But when he died in 1875 his wife Helen (née Bond) moved with 
her daughter, Frannie, to Eton Tower, 75 Belvedere Road, Upper Norwood, 
an elegant house (still standing), with spectacular views from the top in all 
directions. Her youngest son, my great-great-grandfather, John Daniel 
Sprague, was by then living on the other side of Upper Norwood with his wife 
and children at Bolinghill (no longer standing), towards the top of Beulah Hill, 
not far from All Saints Church. 
 

William Dawson, who did indeed 
predecease Thomas Sprague, in 1866, 
had retired to Belmont Hill, Lee, near 
Lewisham. His eldest surviving son, 
William Henry Dawson, lived between 
Lee and Upper Norwood in Sydenham 
and carried on the family business with 
his brothers, now from buildings further 
east along Cannon Street. Worldwide 
newspaper distribution had become an 
important part of their work. Living with 
him was his much younger brother 
James, my great-grandfather. In 1863 
James married Hannah Branch, the 
governess of his brother’s children and 
the daughter of a Congregational church 
minister in Blackfriars, John Branch. 
They moved to The Avenue, Gipsy Hill 
(now Dulwich Wood Avenue) where they 
lived first at number 4 and then 38 
(neither still standing). They remained in 
touch with the Sprague family. For 
example, it was said that a nanny who 

James Dawson. 
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worked for both families compared Noel, John Daniel’s second son, 
unfavourably with a young Dawson she had looked after in the 1860s.  
Thomas’s son, John Daniel Sprague, had married Harriet Jane Davies in 
1865 in Croydon Parish Church. Harriet Jane had come to live in Church 
Road, Upper Norwood with her widowed mother in 1862, aged 16, but they 
must have known one another when they were briefly neighbours in Holloway 
the previous year. Their house, then Newport Villa (now 197), was probably 
named after her mother’s birthplace, Newport House at Almeley in 
Herefordshire. The French novelist Emile Zola photographed Newport Villa 
from the Queen’s Hotel opposite when he was staying there incognito in 
1898-99 to avoid imprisonment in France for supporting the disgraced 
Dreyfus. 
 

Harriet Jane and John Daniel’s second 
daughter Violet was my great-
grandmother. I remember her as she lived 
till 1960. She told my mother, who knew 
her very well, that her childhood had been 
very unhappy because of her father’s 
womanising. Violet’s grandmother, Harriet 
Davies continued to live in Upper Norwood 
until her death in 1878. One wonders what 
she knew of her son-in-law’s behaviour. 
We do know that her daughter, Harriet 
Jane, later commissioned two stained 
glass windows for All Saints Church, one 
in memory of her mother and one in 
memory of, Harriet and Claud, the two 
children who predeceased her in the early 
1880s. Only the brass plates beneath them 
remain now, probably because the 
windows were blown out in the Second 
World War bombing raid that badly 
damaged the church. 

 
Not long after these deaths, Harriet Jane took the very bold step of leaving 
her unfaithful husband, taking her four remaining children, Alec, Noel, Violet 
and Olive to live at Hadley Common in Hertfordshire. Tragically she died, 
aged 42 of pneumonia, while they were staying in lodgings in Bath in April 
1888. They had gone there so that Noel could be treated for eczema. Her 
children had no choice but to go and live with their father, who had now 
moved to Kew, perhaps to avoid the scandal of his wife’s departure from 
Upper Norwood. Judging by references to him in the Norwood News he had 
been quite active locally. He was, for example, a supporter of the setting up of 
the cottage hospital, I read. He had also attended a fancy dress ball at 

Harriet Sprague. 
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Westwood, Beulah Hill in May 1879 as Mephistopheles. His wife 
accompanied him as ‘Black Folly’. I can’t find out who she was, but they were 
presumably both dressed in dark costumes. 
 

 
 
John Daniel’s mother Helen, now in her late 80s, and his sister Frannie, 
continued to live in Belvedere Road. What they knew and felt about his 
behaviour and Harriet Jane’s departure with the children is no longer known. 
Was it the desire to live near to her son John Daniel that had caused her to 
move from north London to Upper Norwood when her husband died? 
Perhaps she was particularly close to him, or particularly concerned about 
him because he was the least steady of her sons. Her eldest, Thomas Bond, 
was a brilliant mathematician who became an important actuary in Edinburgh. 
Her other two sons ran their own printing businesses and both lived not far 
away in South London.  
 
John Daniel had had opportunities similar to the other two, having been 
apprenticed as a lithographer, but unlike them he went to Western Australia in 
the 1850s gold rush, hoping presumably to make his fortune. He returned 
from Australia and, probably under family pressure, became a partner in an 
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ink-making business, possibly to supply ink to one of his brothers. It soon 
went bankrupt, however. For the rest of his life he appears to have lived off 
unearned income. His interests included collecting old master paintings. 
 
After her mother’s death in Bath in 1888, Violet, who was 14, remained in her 
father’s house (first Kew then Surbiton), except for a period at finishing school 
in Paris, until she married in 1895, just after her 21st birthday. She 
complained bitterly to my mother of those years that she could not bring 
friends home for fear that her father would proposition them. It seems she 
had no more to do with her father after she married Fred Harke, a Surrey 
parson’s son who worked for Barings Bank, and whose aunt was the wife of 
Thomas Bond Sprague. 
 
Little is known of John Daniel after Violet broke off contact, except that he 
married again (probably his housekeeper) a month before he died. On the 
day before his death he signed a will leaving everything to his new wife. Violet 
recounted reading in The Times newspaper of paintings she had known as a 
child being sold at auction. 
 

It must have 
revived difficult 
memories for 
Violet when her 

mother-in-law, 
Mary Harke, 
moved to Church 
Road, Upper 
Norwood, in the 
late 1890s, after 
the death of her 
husband at the 
rectory in 

Mickleham 
Surrey. Mary 
Harke, her three 
daughters, and 
initially her 

brother-in-law, lived at Gairloch, 113 Church Road (no longer standing). It 
was on the same side of the road as Newport Villa, but nearer to All Saints 
Church. Were her daughters among those women on bicycles photographed 
by Zola during his stay at the Queens Hotel? I cannot imagine Mary Harke 
approving of Zola. I think she was warm but straight-laced. But she would not 
have known he was there at the time because it was a very well-kept secret, 
though they may well have passed one another in the street. 

 

 Newport Villa (now 197 Church Road), E Zola 
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The move from Upper Norwood and printing 
 

 
The Avenue, Gipsy Hill (now Dulwich Wood Avenue). E Zola. 

 
Violet and her husband Fred lived all their married life in East Croydon.  But 
their daughter Eileen, Granny to me, had two important memories of Upper 
Norwood as a small child in the early 1900s. Her nanny would take her to visit 
Edith, James Dawson’s eldest daughter, in The Avenue, because the 
unmarried Edith loved the company of small children. And on Sunday 
afternoons Granny’s father, Fred, would take her to see her grandmother, 
Mary Harke, for tea at Gairloch. She complained many years later of the 
steep climb up South Norwood Hill. I don’t suppose they walked all the way 
from East Croydon, as she was only 10 when her grandmother died in 1909. I 
imagine them getting a bus, or the train to Norwood Junction, and then 
walking.  
 
The Dawson family firm had been sold in the 1890s, though the name was 
retained, surviving into the early twenty-first century in academic book-selling 
and newspaper distribution. In the third generation of Dawsons there was 
very little interest among the brothers in going into the firm. Careers in the 
law, journalism, tea-planting, farming and the armed forces were among 
family choices. In this generation they worked in New Zealand, Burma, 
Ceylon and South Africa, as well as London. James Dawson’s eldest son 
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Herbert initially took on the family firm but was found to be embezzling, for 
which he blamed the extravagance of his wife. He divorced and was banished 
with an allowance to South Africa, hence the sale of the firm. 
 
My father, James Noel Dawson, was born in 1913 to Florence Dawson, 
second daughter of James and Hannah, and lived in Upper Norwood, first at 
38 The Avenue and then in Lunham Road, where he knew the actress 
Margaret Lockwood. He became a journalist. The house in The Avenue was 
sold after his grandparents had both died. 
 
For the Dawsons and Spragues who remained in Upper Norwood there was a 
drift to Croydon. My parents first met in 1935 in Violet and Fred’s house, 26 
Chatsworth Road, when my mother was 10 and my father was 21. We liked 
this story when we were children. What did you think of her we asked him. 
‘She was sweet’, he replied. They didn’t meet again until after the war, by 
which time she was over 20 and he over 30. They married in 1948 at Croydon 
Parish Church. There was a period in the early 1950s when Violet (Great-
granny now), both grandmothers, and a Dawson great uncle and aunt all lived 
in Chatsworth Road, and we lived a short distance away. 
 
In 1963, when I was 13, I made a plan to walk from our house in Dulwich to 
see Granny, who now lived on her own in Chatsworth Road. I was used to 
country walks of a few miles but it was more of a challenge than taking two 
buses. Rather than Gipsy Hill, or Dulwich Wood Avenue and Farquhar Road, 
I chose the route of the number 3 bus. It was very steep up Dulwich Wood 
Park and College Road, a relief to reach Crystal Palace Parade. I think I knew 
then that a family friend had been rehearsing with the Crystal Palace 
Orchestra on 30 November 1936 when the fire broke out. She had gone out 
to her car to fetch something, seen the flames and had been one of those to 
raise the alarm. By 1963 even the High Level Station had been demolished. 
Its elegant underground subway, now sometimes opened, was never 
mentioned then. Along the Parade were just the TV tower, the campsite, the 
parked buses and a few shops. 
 
At the roundabout I chose to go down Church Road, knowing nothing yet 
about Harriet Davies and her daughter at Newport Villa, nor Mary Harke and 
her daughters at Gairloch. And I was not to find the brass memorial plates in 
All Saints Church until my recent research in 2017. I was a few years older in 
1963 than Granny was when in 1909 she made her last walks into Church 
Road to visit her grandmother, Mary Harke. But when our paths crossed, as it 
were, at the end of Church Road my walk was downhill all the way to 26 
Chatsworth Road. I remember Granny greeting me proudly. 
 

Catherine Dawson 
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CRYSTAL PALACE SUBWAY NEWS 
 
Anyone travelling along Crystal Palace Parade recently will have noticed work 
taking place at the subway.  Peering through the fence in the park reveals the 
courtyard is filled with galvanised steel supports, so what is going on? 
  

Crystal Palace Subway has long 
been considered at risk and 
appears on the Historic 
England Heritage at Risk register. 
While the much-loved vaulted 
space is generally in good 
condition there are other parts of 
the overall structure that are not 
doing so well. The courtyard area 
in the park is particularly 
vulnerable due to pressure on its 
walls from surrounding soil. A 

collapse of walls in the courtyard 
would seriously compromise the 
vaulted space. 

  
With concerns of collapse 
thoughts naturally turn to the four-
lane road that the subway 
supports. The current work is 
being carried out by Bromley 
council’s highways department. 
The aim is to remove pressure 
exerted on the courtyard walls by 
soil and therefore protect the 
vaulted structure. The work is an 
essential first step before any 
heritage work can be considered. 

 
 
Bromley council has raised money to complete this work through LoBEG 

(London Bridges Engineering Group). The work is not intended to address 
the state of the brickwork in the courtyard so this will remain out of bounds at 
public events. 
 
When work is completed and contractors leave the site it may seem as if 
nothing has changed. But we will know that essential work has been done to 
protect the structure of the vaulted space for future generations. 

 

Supporting one of the exit tunnels. 

Temporary supports whilst side walls are protected. 
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Anyone who has been on a guided tour of the subway will know about the 
little ceramic channel cut in to the floor. This is an important reminder of when 
the subway was used as an air raid shelter.  Part of the subway was 
screened off as toilets with stalls containing portaloos alongside this urinal. 
  
During the repairs to the terrace on the Southwark side the urinal was cut in 
half, sadly the broken half was disposed of. If anyone has photographed the 
urinal in its former glory please send your pictures to info@cpsubway.org.uk 
 

                      
Before                                                                                           After 

Friend’s of The Crystal Palace Subway 
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AERIAL NAVIGATION BY THE REVOLVING BALLOON 
 

 
 
Frederick William Bennett of 52 Penge Road, South Norwood claimed in 
1898 that he had invent but he lacked the necessary funds to see his 
supposed invention to fruition and to this end was reduced to proclaiming its 
wonders and raising money by selling postcards illustrating his ‘Aerial Cycle’.  
He claimed, in his accompanying leaflet, that on Easter Monday 1898 it had 
travelled from the grounds of the Crystal Palace some 30 miles to land safely 
in Chadwell Heath.  This claim seems fraught with issues as today it is only 
20 miles by road to Chadwell Heath. Although there are reports of his aerial 
cycle in the newspapers of the day none mention it escaping the boundaries 
of the Crystal Palace grounds as it was held down by ropes and was only 
able to venture ‘a few hundred yards’ (New Flying Machine, 1898).   
 
His leaflet claims that ‘the object of this apparatus is to render assistance to 
ships in distress at sea, discover the whereabouts and save lives of people 
who are adrift in boats; open up quick communication with the sheep farmers 
in the bush of our colonies.’  He went on to claim that ‘these machines will be 
capable of carrying tons through the air, hundreds of miles and in a few 
hours, regardless of the wind.  This achievement, he stated, ‘will save the 
great expense of freightage, consequently reduce the price of universal 
necessities, whereby all will benefit.’  
 
Now in full swing he put forward hyperbole after hyperbole imagining that ‘we 
could explore isolated parts of the World and bring home pictures of Darkest 
England.  Oddly, although claiming it had already taken to the air, he said he 
was ‘building a working model of his invention, with the object of placing 



27 
 

before the Government experts with the hope of inducing them to assist me in 
carrying my work through.’ 
 
Presumably as an afterthought and not satisfied with the prospect of 
Government funding he was selling picture postcards of his Revolving 
Balloon to help defray expenses.   
 
His balloon was able to revolve, thus rebuking the wind by displacing the air 
from the fore and putting it to the rear, and prevent a vacuum.  At the same 
time the balloon would keep vertical and properly balanced, while the car 
retains a steerable position through being suspended from the axle upon 
which it revolves.  In an emergency the balloon would convert itself into a 
parachute.  Forward progress would result from propellers driven 2,000 
revolutions per minute by 50 horse-power motor. 
 
Even more extraordinary was his claim to have discovered a new element 
with twice the lifting power of hydrogen and costing only a few shillings!  
Supposedly it could lift two or three tons and keep in the air for a week.   
 

You might think the whole 
thing was just a ruse to raise 
money but further reports of 
his strange means of 
locomotion were to be seen 
four years later when it was 
reported it would be 
exhibited in the South 
Norwood carnival 
procession of June 1902.  
The account was again 
accompanied by pleas for 
funds of £400 to help realise 
his invention. No doubt the 
Government experts had 

turned a blind eye to his requests.  (South Norwood, 1902).  Unfortunately we 
have not been able to find an illustration of Mr Bennett’s contraption! 
 
Frederick Bennett was born in Croydon in 1855 where he married Elizabeth 
Slattery in 1881 and died in 1933.   

Stephen Oxford 
Works Cited 
New Flying Machine. (1898). Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper , 5. 
South Norwood. (1902). Croydon & Surrey County Gazette , 3. 
 

 

A steam driven balloon of a similar date to Mr Bennett’s 
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LOCAL HISTORY NEWS 

 
The local history talk at the Upper Norwood Library on 21 February was by 
author Travis Elborough who entertained us with the history of the British 
Public Park. The talk was entitled ‘A Walk in the Park’ and included the early 
development of the park and its evolution from a private quasi-rural retreat 
through its emulation to the public realm in Victorian times. As well as 
touching on local parks there was mention and discussion about the 
contemporary decline of the local authority managed park.  
 
On 21 March Alun Thomas spoke about ‘The Other Triangle’ – Tudor Road, 
Belvedere Road and Fox Hill, Upper Norwood. For this talk he had 
researched the area and leafletted the houses in the roads and this drew a 
large audience. Alun received information from local residents and is grateful 
for more that has subsequently been shared with him. 
 
The local theme was continued on 18 April when Ellinor Michel of the Friends 
of the Crystal Palace Dinosaurs gave a scientist’s view of the development of 
palaeontology and how this influenced the construction of the park’s 
dinosaurs. Ellinor challenged us to see the exhibits not as ‘incorrect’ but 
rather how they were a faithful attempt at reconstruction within the limits of 
contemporary scientific discoveries. Ellinor also highlighted the Friends work 
and the promising developments and restoration work to which our Society 
has made a financial contribution. This was a thought-provoking talk which 
was followed by the Society’s AGM. 
 
We have received a number of enquiries including one for another area 
wishing to emulate the Triangle Shop’s plaques project. The majority of 
enquirers are grateful for the help we are able to give them although it is 
noticeable that replies to enquiries from television programme production 
companies are the exception! 
 
We have also received a number of donations. We are always interested in 
these as they add to our local history knowledge. The space for the Society’s 
archives is limited so the Society’s policy is to scan these donations for our 
member’s reference and then offer them to the relevant local authority 
archives for safe keeping. 
 
We have taken responsibility for the local history within the Norwood Society 
for over five years and the time has come for us to take a break and hand 
over to someone else. 

Barbara & Alun Thomas 
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NOTES FROM THE NORWOODS 
 

BLUE PLAQUE TO MARGARET LOCKWOOD UNVEILED 
 
Around 70 people attended the unveiling of an English Heritage Blue Plaque 
to honour actress Margaret Lockwood at 14 Highland Road, Upper Norwood 
one of her former homes in the area. 

 
The star of 'The Wicked Lady' and 'The Lady Vanishes’ lived at 14 Highland 
Road in Upper Norwood when she first moved to London as a child in the 
early 1920s.  In her autobiography Lockwood recalled her home there as  a 
large upstairs maisonette, from the windows of which we could still see grey 
plains of the City stretching endlessly’. The family moved to another 
maisonette, 18a Highland Road, in 1923 and then made another short hop to 
30 Highland Road in about 1934. (Source: English Heritage). Another source 
says Margaret Lockwood also lived at 2 Lunham Road. 

 
Linda Nead, a member of the 
Blue Plaque panel, welcoming 
people on ‘this really wonderful 
occasion’ admitted: ‘I'm also a fan 
and that's why I wanted to do 
this.’  She told the audience that 
Margaret Lockwood holds a really 
special place in the history of 
British film and TV. ‘There's no 
question a blue plaque for 
Margaret Lockwood will prove 
extremely popular and we're 
delighted she can be honoured 
under the blue plaque scheme.’  
In roles such as the Wicked Lady 
Barbara Skelton - the beauty 
turned “highwayman” - she 
brought that ‘radiant defiance’ to 
all her great roles, added Linda, 
who is professor of history of art 

and film at Birkbeck College 
University of London. 

 
Raised in south London Margaret Lockwood discovered her love of cinema 
and performance. She once said she was only a little suburban girl. Other 
houses where she lived in Highland Road were both lost to V1 strikes in 1944 
which killed five people. 

Courtesy English Heritage. 
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Linda Nead thanked the person who had nominated Margaret Lockwood for 
the blue plaque; the four freeholders of 14 Highland Road whose consent 
was needed before the blue plaque could go up; Lyndsy Spence and Tanya 
Todd, co-founders of the Margaret Lockwood Society; and staff of the 
Everyman cinema group who had agreed "willingly and generously" to screen 
'The Lady Vanishes' at the new Everyman cinema Crystal Palace as a special 
event following the unveiling of the plaque. 

 
Betty Elzea, a second cousin of Margaret Lockwood, recalled childhood 
memories of another house - 30 Highland Road, a house with five floors, 
where she stayed with aunts and cousins (the Waughs) and how she and one 
of the cousins were often sent off to the local cinema with a price of a ticket. 
She recalled how in Christmas 1938 Margaret Lockwood and her husband 
Rupert had taken her and her cousin tobogganing in a local park with a 
makeshift sled and had bought them both a china doll and a furnished doll's 
house each ‘I regret none of the aunts took us to the Crystal Palace before it 
burned down.’ 
 
Tanya Todd of the Margaret Lockwood Society recalled how she had visited 
Highland Road over the years but some of the neighbours clearly did not 
share her enthusiasm for the ‘remarkable, special’ Margaret Lockwood.   
 

‘I'm glad they are reaching a much 
younger demographic so her name will 
keep going in different generations for 
many years to come’ she added.  
Unveiling the blue plaque Martha Clark, 
great grand-daughter of the actress, 
said: ‘Sadly I never knew her.’  She was 
a kind of distant figure. ‘When I was 
small I stood in front of her pictures at 
my grandmother's house.’  ‘I can only 
imagine what her life was like in this 
house.”  I can only hope she was happy 
here. ‘It's lovely to be here and know 

she is being honoured in this way.’ 
 

The Blue Plaque scheme was founded in 1866 by the Society of Arts and was 
later managed by the London County Council and its successor the Greater 
London Council, passing to English Heritage in 1986.  The plaque for 
Margaret Lockwood is the 941st in London. Since 2016 more than half the 
plaques awarded have been for women. 
 

Courtesy English Heritage. 
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A CINEMA FOR CRYSTAL PALACE AFTER 50-YEAR ABSENCE 
 

Much to the delight of many local residents who have campaigned tirelessly 
for over nine years, Everyman Cinemas have reopened the fully refurbished 
venue at 25 Church Road - 50 years after the picture house closed its doors. 
 

After the tireless efforts by the Picture Palace Campaign to have the building 
returned to its former use, Everyman Cinemas exchanged contracts on the 
building in January 2018.  Crispin Lilly CEO of Everyman Media Group said: 
‘The response from the community in Crystal Palace has been incredible. We 
know it’s something that they’ve campaigned for and it’s such a storied 
building so we can’t wait to do it justice.  Everyman is all about the experience 
of a night at the cinema, so whether it’s the design of the venue, great food 
and drink, sofa seating and a broad programme of films, we want to make 
people fall in love with that experience.’ 
 

Annabel Sidney, who chairs the Picture Palace Campaign said: ‘When I 
organised the first meeting of what became the Picture Palace Campaign 
back in June 2009 – in the Royal Albert pub on Westow Hill – I never dreamt 
it would take so long to get our cinema back.  The first meeting attracted 45 
people.  A public meeting we held in the Queens hotel, Crystal Palace just a 
few months later would attract over 1,000.  Lots of lasting friendships have 
been formed. The Campaign would like to thank everyone who supported us 
– people who signed petitions, put campaign cards through people’s doors, 
attended Bromley council planning committee meetings etc, etc – and, last 
but not least, a huge thank you to Everyman, who prove that dreams can 
come true.’ 
 

CRYSTAL PALACE FIRST EVER ARTISTS OPEN HOUSE 

Hundreds of visitors have visited the first of two 
weekends of the first-ever Crystal Palace Artists Open 
House.  Coopers Yard off Westow Hill had at least 500 
visitors. Similar numbers ‘invaded’ the yellow house 
on Church Road opposite the Queens hotel where 
Anna Jacobs – whose idea it was – and other artists 
were exhibiting. 
 
‘The sense I got from the visitors coming round was 
that they were really enjoying it as a community event’ 
said Anna.  Not only were they getting to see inside 
houses they have walked past for years, but they were 
also meeting neighbours they hadn’t met before.  It Anna Jacobs. 
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really brings the community together more. That was the feeling of it.  And 
I’ve had some really lovely emails from artists saying they’re just thrilled.’ 
At 11 Church Road Tom Cox’s works included 
Stage Door, the Imperial War Museum and 
paintings of three local pubs.  At the same address 
George Lindsell was exhibiting 160 photographs of 
New York on a slide show, including New York in 
the snow and one of Radio City.  At the bottom of 
Coopers Yard visitors could see Andy Bate’s 
brilliant ‘smoke-bombed’ ballerinas. 
 
Gipsy Hill Workshops at the end of Paddock 
Passage off Westow Street was only open for the 
first weekend but there you could find hand-
painted signs by Eddie Bird and Boadicea 
Decorative Antiques who use the studios as 
workshops and can also be found at Crystal 
Palace Antiques and Modern in Jasper Road off 
Westow Hill. 
 

At Smash Bang Wallop, 40 
Westow Street where Madeleine 
Hill, who normally works from her 
studio near Penge West station, 
was exhibiting a variety of ‘playful’ 
works including a cockerel with a 
billiard ball, a penguin with bunting 
and budgerigars with a party ring 
biscuit. 
 
At 122 Auckland Road you could 
find Yi Lin’s amazing digitised 
artworks. ‘I draw the patterns by 

hand, digitise them and then change the colours.’ At the yellow house 
opposite the Queen’s hotel – 10 artists, including Anna Jacobs, were 
exhibiting. 

Anna Jacobs moved from Dulwich to Crystal Palace six months ago, having 
shown at the Dulwich Artists Open House. ‘Dulwich has been a fantastic 
event to take part in so when I moved to Crystal Palace I thought: Great – I’ll 
apply for Crystal Palace Artists Open House – and swiftly discovered there 
wasn’t one! So I walked round the Triangle a few months ago just to start 
getting to know the local community, what’s happening, talking to lots of 
people.  ‘I started asking them if they thought there might be an appetite for a 
Crystal Palace Artists Open House and there was an overwhelmingly positive 
response.  I then posted on Crystal Palace Local just to test and see if the 

Courtesy Andy Bate. 

Courtesy Yi Lin 
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wider community would like something to happen here. Again, there was a 
really positive response with lots of offers of help.’ 
‘A small team formed including Beth Mander from the Paxton Arts Centre on 
Anerley Hill; Glen Keegan from Just Giclee on Stoney Lane offered to 
sponsor the event through designing all our marketing material and printing 
all our initial flyers calling for artists to take part.  Artist Martin Jessup, who 
has a studio on Haynes Lane, designed the Artists Open House logo.  Liz 
Stovell of Untold Jewellery offered to take on some of the admin and Peggy 
MacSweeney offered to take photographs.  Martin and Co, estate agents on 
Church Road came on board almost straight away sponsoring signposts 
outside all the Open Houses. And there was major support from Rachel 
Gluyas who organises Dulwich Artists Open House. 
 
It’s all happened so fast.  At our first meeting we thought we would get 25 / 30 
artists – and would be really thrilled if we got 40. There was just this fantastic 
response. We’ve ended up with 82.’  Anna admits it’s been much bigger to 
organise than she thought.  ‘But I felt we wanted to keep it small and 
manageable. I wanted to do this small and well.’ 
 
Artists Open House took place on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th April and 
on Saturday 4th May and Sunday 5th May. For those who missed Artists 
Open House please visit: crystalpalaceart.co.uk 

Jerry Green 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

A FOOTNOTE CONCERNING 46 BELVEDERE ROAD 
 
Following ‘The Other 
Triangle’ talk, Jerry 
McCombie kindly sent me 
more information 
including a photograph of 
the well that once existed 
on the boundary between 
44 and 46 Belvedere 
Road. This was taken by 
Peter Main and shows the 
brick lined well which had 
lead pipes to both 44 and 
46. At one time there was 
probably a hand pump to 
extract the water.  

Alun Thomas 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 
 
The committee producing the Norwood Review strive to ensure the accuracy 
of the content and correct grammar and punctuation.  However sometimes 
errors do creep in, for which we apologise.  If you spot something incorrect or 
annoying then please let us know so that we may maintain the quality of the 
magazine!  Hence the following: 
 
Thanks for the latest issue of The Norwood Review, received this morning. 
On re-reading my article it reads quite well and the photo reproduction is 
good. Unfortunately, however, you’ve captioned the first two photos 
incorrectly. For the first one our address was 59 Sylvan Estate, not Sylvan 
Hill. And again, the second one is not a view looking up Sylvan Hill. The 
road(s) on the estate did not have names, it was not necessary - all the 
prefabs were simply ‘x Sylvan Estate’, whatever the number was. Sylvan Hill 
was the road up to Church Road from Auckland Road, so nothing to do with 
Sylvan Estate. 

Thanks     John Coppen 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MY HOUSE MY STREET 
 

Monthly meetings have continued at Upper Norwood Library which offer 
members the chance to compare notes and share good practice. Visits to 
Croydon and Lambeth archives took place in October and November of 2018.  
Spreadsheets for census records from the following streets have now been 
completed: Rockmount, Vermont, Harold, Berridge, Barnfield, Becondale and 
Chestnut Roads,  Woodland Hill, South Vale, George Street (now Cawnpore 
Street), Cintra Park,  and South Vale.   Street directories and local historical 
maps are also being examined.   Street histories are in the process of being 
written and will inform talks being prepared for June and September this year.  
In Cintra Park we have discovered interesting Victorians including George 
Lacey Hillier founder of the Herne Hill Velodrome and in Rockmount Road 
Alfred Nixon the first tricyclist to complete the Lands End to John o’Groats 
route. 
 
There will be two talks from members involved with this project: on June 20 
and on September 19 as part of the Society’s regular series of talks.  Please 
do come and listen as you may well be inspired to begin researching your 
own house or street. 
 
If you are interested in supporting the project please contact Ruth at 

ruthhibberd79@gmail.com 

Ruth Hibberd 
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PLANNING REPORT  
 

The Planning Sub Committee continues to meet monthly with the North 
Croydon Conservation Area Advisory Panel and share views and expertise.  
In addition members bring to our attention local planning issues and 
applications.  There also unauthorised works in the conservation area of the 
Triangle mainly shop fronts, windows and signage.  
 
Below is the list of significant applications we have considered and decisions 
since the last Review. 
 
Croydon 
Brick by Brick applications,  Adjoining 91 Bedwardine Road -19/00342/FUL -6 
flats, 21 Bedwardine Road - 19/00345/FUL 3 flats and 53 Bedwardine Road - 
19/00343/FUL 6 flats. 
200 Selhurst Road -19/00720/FUL 4 storey rear and side extension. 
96 Beulah Hill, hoardings -19/01383/FUL 
4A Sylvan Hill -19/01477/FUL demolition erection of 7 x 1 bed flats and a 
studio 
 
109 Church Road -19/00156/FUL demolition and erection of 1 x 3 bed house 
Permission Granted 
86 Westow Hill -19/00057/ADV internally illuminated signage Refused 
46 Westow Hill -19/00611/FUL shop front retrospective.  Refused 
 
Queens Hotel, Church Road.   APP/L5240/W/18/3203673 Appeal decision 1 
May 2019 
Two appeals were considered for this significant site for the refusal of 
planning permission, the first appeal being an increase in hotel bedrooms to 
530 the second appeal for an increase in hotel bedrooms to 495.  The first 
appeal was dismissed the second one allowed.  Further information can be 
found on the Planning Inspectorate website. 
 
Lambeth 
81-98 Norwood High Street 19/01404/FUL 6 storey building containing 
commercial and 19 flats 
125-133 Norwood High Street 19/01267/FUL 4, storey building retail and 8 flats. 
 
20-22 Beadell Street. Appeal against refusal of planning permission for 3 
houses 
Rear of 300-302 Norwood Road -18/05496/OUT demolition and erection of 
28 flats office and community space.  Refused 
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Bromley 
9 Hamlet Road -19/01181/FUL erection of a 2 storey house of the rear 
garden. 
2-10 Belvedere Road -19/0061/FULL1 removal of 6 parking spaces and 
erection of 3 storey townhouse 
 
Century House, 37 Church Road DC/19/00202/FUL - Demolition and erection 
4 storey building, 9 flats and a commercial unit. Permission granted subject to 
the signing of a Section 106 agreement.  
Grape and Grain, Anerley Hill, 19/00052/FULL1 – refurbishment and extension. 
Permission granted.  

Marian Girdler 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CRYSTAL PALACE CONNECTIONS – BOOK REVIEW 
 

This book by Bob Flanagan chairman of the 
Friends of West Norwood Cemetery sets out 
to shed light upon people who were in some 
way connected with the Crystal Palace, in 
Hyde Park or at Sydenham, who are buried 
or otherwise commemorated at the South 
Metropolitan Cemetery at West Norwood.   
It is a fascinating read in every respect, 
whether approached from cover to cover or 
by dipping into any of the 74 individuals 
included.  It is very well researched and 
written with copious high quality illustrations.   
 
You may well have wondered who ‘Farquhar 
Road’ in Upper Norwood was named after or 
who the Pepper of that well-known optical 
illusion ‘Pepper’s Ghost’ was.  Or even who 
designed the ship that demolished the pier in 
Calais harbour on its maiden voyage?  I 
could continue but I highly recommend that 
you obtain a copy and read it for yourself and 
discover hundreds of interesting details 
about the men and women covered.  The 
book has maps to help you locate the 
memorials and grave sites within the 

cemetery, each of which is listed in the text. It also has a bibliography and long list of 
further reading should you wish to know even more about anyone included.  
 

It sells for £7 and can be obtained from the Cemetery Office at West Norwood during their 

normal hours and also from the FoWNC bookstall at events including the 1st Sunday in the 

month tours (details at www.fownc.org) or from Bob Flanagan at 79 Durban Road SE27 

9RW (+ £1.50 postage).                                                                         Stephen Oxford 



TALKS & WALKS PROGRAMME 2019 

June 20 MyHouseMyStreet. Ruth Hibberd and Society researchers 

recount their findings in the Harold Road area 

July 21 Walk: Stanley Halls to the Reservoir & back led by Stephen 

Oxford. Meet: 2.30 Stanley Halls  

12 South Norwood Hill, SE25 6AB 

 

August 18 Walk: The Eastern Slopes of Upper Norwood led by Alun 

Thomas. Meet: 2.30 Crystal Palace Station SE19 2AZ to walk to 

Fox Hill via various roads 

 

September 19 MyHouseMyStreet. Ruth Hibberd and Society researchers 

recount their findings in the Woodland Hill area 

October 17 From Concretopia to the Green Belt. A talk by Croydon-born 

author John Grindrod. 

November 21 Westbrook Mission and Beulah Hill – tragedy, scandal and        

slavery. Talk by Stephen Oxford 

December 19 TBA 

All talks are held at 7.30 pm on the third Thursday of the month at: 

Upper Norwood Library 39-41 Westow Hill, SE19 1TJ 

Talks & walks are free but donations are welcomed. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

               Crystal Palace Subway Dates for your diary: 

               Saturday  

             14 September 2019 

              Heritage Open Day 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Friends of West Norwood Cemetery 
Guided tours usually last 1½ – 2 hours on the first Sunday of the month. Highlights include 

the monuments of Sir Henry Doulton, Mrs Beeton, Baron de Reuter, Sir Henry Tate and Dr 

William Marsden. 

Starts from the Cemetery Main Gate, Norwood Road, SE27 9JU at 2.30pm (Apr–Oct) or 

11am (Nov–Mar). 

Tours are free but donations are welcomed. 

Sunday  

22 September 2019 

Open House 

London 



Winkworth Crystal Palace 
020 8655 9530
45-47 Westow Hill, Crystal Palace, SE19 1TS 
crystalpalace@winkworth.co.uk 
winkworth.co.uk/crystal-palace

HERE TO 
OFFER A 
HELPING 
HAND.
We’ll go to great lengths to 
make sure you find the home 
of your dreams.


