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FROM THE EDITOR 
Welcome to this special edition of the Norwood Review.  It records many but 
not all of the valiant people of Norwood who gave their lives during World 
War One that we might live in peace and freedom.  My particular thanks must 
go to Jerry Green for the many articles so thoroughly and painstakingly 
researched and written by him that are included here.  If you have information 
about other such residents we would be delighted to hear from you. Thanks 
also to Alun Thomas for assistance with photographs and Barbara Thomas 
for thorough proof reading; any remaining errors are down to your editor. 

 
The Beulah Spa History Project 
came to a grand conclusion on 29 
September when the Mayor of 
Croydon, Councilor Bernadette 
Khan, along with Consort Qaiyum 
Khan, unveiled the Beulah Spa 
Granite Memorial Stone and a 
Pictorial History Lectern.   The 
project was the work of local 
musician Chris Shields.  A more 
detailed account of the fascinating 
history of the Beulah Spa is available 
in his book.  The Norwood Society is 
pleased to have been associated 

with this important project. 

Stephen Oxford  

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
London Transport spends a lot of time and effort ensuring that the proverbial 
two buses do not come along together. Not so for the cinema industry. 
Norwood is fortunate to have two cinemas opening in the space of a week. 
First, on 9 November the Picturehouse Company opens its new West 
Norwood cinema on Norwood High Street. The four-screen cinema 
incorporates a café and the West Norwood library. Secondly the first 
screening at Upper Norwood’s Everyman Cinema is on 14 November. The 
building on Church Road has become a cinema again after a 50-year hiatus. 
By happy coincidence the opening of the Everyman has come at the same 
time that English Heritage unveils a blue plaque for Margaret Lockwood in 
Highland Road, Upper Norwood. 
  
The Society welcomes these entertainment complexes and the social and 
economic benefits that will be derived by these two areas of Norwood. 

Stuart Hibberd  

The granite plaque located on the exact site of the 
Beulah Spa spring. 
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UNVEILING OF UPPER NORWOOD WAR MEMORIAL 
  
On 29 April 1922 three young children – the eldest not more than seven 
years old – moved through a huge crowd which had gathered in Upper 
Norwood. Each child placed three daffodils – the stems covered with brown 
tissue paper – in memory of their ‘Dear Daddy’. The occasion was the 
unveiling of Upper Norwood’s war memorial. The South London Press report 
of 5 May 1922 does not name the children or who their ‘Dear Daddy’ was. 
There are no names on the Upper Norwood war memorial. Unbelievably 
there seems to be no official list of those names (more than 500 from the five 
local parishes) which would (should) have been placed on it. 
  

 
29 April 1922: ‘A simple monument, with a little ornamentation on the top stone including honeysuckle 
and a cross – the emblems of Paganism and Christianity respectively.’  the Croydon Advertiser reported. 

 
There are plaques to the 
fallen in three of the five 
parish churches which cover 
various parts of Upper 
Norwood – All Saints (122 
names) on the corner of 
Church Road and Beulah 
Hill; St Paul Penge (100 
names) which is actually in 
Hamlet Road SE19 off 
Anerley Road and St John’s 
(39 names) in Auckland 
Road. St Stephen’s Dulwich 
(32 names) has a memorial 
cross outside the church 
with the names of those who 
fell. The plaque in Christ 

church, Gipsy Hill (100 names) was destroyed along with most of the church 
in the huge fire of 1982. 

 
There are also plaques in Upper Norwood Methodist church off Westow Hill 
(seven names) and the former St Andrew’s Presbyterian church (12 names) 

Memorial in All Saints to Walter Saxon Burt, KIA on HMS Queen 
Mary. 
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in Westow Street which is now the Greek Orthodox church of Saint 
Constantine and Saint Helen. 

  
Rockmount Road school 
(now Rockmount)   has a 
memorial with a list of 72 
names on it. Upper Norwood 
sorting office on Westow 
Street lists seven. There may 
have been memorials in the 
Crystal Palace school of 
engineering which was in the 
tower overlooking Anerley 
Hill (the base of which still 
exists, just next to Crystal 
Palace museum) and in the 
North Surrey district schools 
which stood off Anerley 
Road. Enquiries continue. 
  
Three other churches which 
stood at the end of the First 
World War no longer exist. 
According to Dr Ron Cox, 
who wrote the Croydon 
Inventory of War Memorials, 
all the names on the wooden 
board (which no longer 
exists) which stood in St 
Margaret’s in Chevening 
Road also appear on the All 
Saints memorial. St Aubyn’s, 
which stood on the corner of 
Church Road and St Aubyn’s 
Road, had a memorial 
window whose unveiling was 
reported in the Croydon 

Advertiser of 15 November 1919. I've recently been told there was also a 
proper memorial in St Aubyn's. Central Hill Baptist chapel, which stood on the 
corner of Gatestone Road and Central Hill which was destroyed by enemy 
action in World War Two. I have not yet been able to ascertain whether it had 
any plaque to the fallen of the Great War. 
  
Among the first local men to die was John Stubbins (6.9.1914) whose name 
is on the memorial in St Paul Penge. Among the last, a former Rockmount 

The left hand panel of the memorial in All Saints, designed by 
architect Sir Ninian Comper, one-time President of the 
Norwood Society. 
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pupil Francis Henry Martin 
(12.10.1918); Arthur Edward Prosser 
(23.10.1918) whose name is on both 
the St Paul and Penge War 
Memorials and  Lt. Leonard Theodore 
Drury Stables age 27 born 1891 Beds 
Regiment 6th Btn (attached Northants 
Regiment 1st Btn) second son of Mr 
Walter Williams Godfrey Stables 
MRCS 5 Auckland Road UN and 
Isabella Mary Stables nee Drury, Fell 
23 October 1918. (not listed on any 
memorial that I'm aware of.) 
  
Queen’s Road – now Queen Mary 
Road - lost at least 16 sons; Moffat 
Road, Thornton Heath at least five; St 
Hugh’s Road, Anerley at least 13 and 
Woodland Road, Upper Norwood at 
least four along with at least four 
former pupils of Woodland Road 
school. 
  
At least 11 local men and youths – 
and probably more – all died on 1 July 
1916 the first day of the Battle of the 

Somme which in one day saw the deaths of 19,240 British and 
Commonwealth troops. 
  

Some of the people listed in the 
following articles may have 
lived in your road. Just possibly 
they lived in the house where 
you now live (or they lived next 
door). Please spare a thought 
for them. Without them (and 
those who gave their lives in 
World War Two) I wouldn’t have 
been able to write this……and 
you wouldn’t have been able to 
read it. 

 

Jerry Green 
 

 Memorial in All Saints to John Hardy Musson, 
buried at St Vaast Post Military Cemetery 
Richebourg - L'Avoue. 
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'OUR GLORIOUS DEAD' 
    
Back in 2009 I began researching the names of those from Upper Norwood 
and the surrounding areas who died during the First World War. I was greatly 
helped by the work of Dr Ron Cox, a Croydon historian, who back in 1990 
had made a list of every memorial he could find in the borough of Croydon. 
He also listed every memorial to individuals in churches - as well as cross-
referencing names of those which appeared on other memorials such as 
Ingram Road school (now St Cyprians) in Thornton Heath ; Rockmount Road 
school (now Rockmount school) and the Upper Norwood sorting office in 
Westow Street. A book compiled by Croydon Corporation called 'Croydon 
and the Great War' by Moore and Sayers also gave me many, many more 
names. 
  
Elsewhere in the area The Rev. Andrew Rumsey, then vicar at Christ church, 
Gipsy Hill - where the memorial was destroyed along with most of the church 
in a huge fire in 1982 - allowed me access to church magazines from 1914 to 
1916 which give an amazing insight into the social life of the area at the time. 
  
A visit to St Stephen's Dulwich on a miserable, rainy day where the memorial 
stands outside in the grounds found it needing some attention. The names at 
that time were in capitals made up of small strips of metal. Some of the metal 
pieces which made up the names had fallen off. So my researches couldn't 
find F J BELLCHAMBERS who was actually E J BELLCHAMBERS. And I 
was left completely baffled by J E S WAKI I EY. I also tried to contact St Paul 
Penge about an 'M. Rodwell' listed on their memorial but, despite three 
attempts, failed to get a reply (although they have been very helpful since.) 
  
Sometimes you get lucky....... 
  
I was in Upper Norwood library one day when I met Paul Usher, a volunteer 
with the War Memorials Trust, who gave me newspaper reports of the 
unveiling of the memorials at both Christ church and St Stephen's. The Christ 
church list included an F Cohn and a Paul Bomberger. I did find an F Cohn 
on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website but didn't think I'd 
found the right one. Another name I couldn't find on CWGC was Paul 
Bomberger. (I'd find both the right F Cohn - and Paul Bomberger - later on 
while researching one of the area's two Victoria Cross holders). 
  
I was able to find many of those listed on memorials on the CWGC website. 
At the time, in the case of those who died serving with the Army, it only 
tended to give a person's initial, surname, rank, service number, regiment, 
battalion the day they died and the grave where they were buried or - equally 
- the name of the memorial on which they were listed. 
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At the end of the First World War half the country couldn't read or write. So 
only in some cases were further details given like the name and address of a 
widow (some of whom had remarried) or names and addresses of parents, 
and sometimes something about the individual. 
  
Researches were - and are - further complicated by the fact that some people 
named on the local church memorials did not live locally but probably 
worshipped in that church before going off to serve King and country, never 
to return. Sometimes the initial or first name given was the name by which 
they were known (such as C McKinnon whose name is on the St Paul Penge 
memorial). Sometimes names are spelt wrongly; sometimes people are not 
named on CWGC or listed in Soldiers Who Died, a supposedly complete 
record of all those who fell. 
  
Sometimes you get the urge to dig deeper. As I mentioned above, I was 
stymied when trying to find out information on M Rodwell, listed on the St 
Paul Penge memorial. The only M Rodwell on the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission was a nurse who died and whose name is among 1,900 
whose name is on the Hollybrook memorial Southampton.* 
  
But I found a website called 'Ahoy Mac' which mentioned a Mary Rodwell - so 
I emailed the website asking them to forward this email to Hamish Hall, 
described as being a relative of the heroine, to see if - just possibly - Mary 
Rodwell was the M Rodwell listed on the St Paul Penge memorial. And then 
completely forgot about my request. 
  
Again, sometimes you get lucky....... 
  
I was in Bromley local studies library one day and asked for a folder on one of 
the area's two VCs, R B B Jones. They couldn't find the folder - instead I was 
handed a book called the Dulwich College War Record (which I'd never heard 
of). 
  
Dulwich College War Record contains the details of both F Cohn and Paul 
Bomberger. And the reason I couldn't find them on CWGC was that they had 
both served under different names - F   Cohn as Colin and Paul Bomberger 
as Paul Graham. The Dulwich College War Record gives at least half a page 
to every former pupil of the school who died in the First World War. Chillingly, 
there are around 500 of them. 
  
Again, sometimes you get lucky.... 
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A couple of weeks after emailing the 'Ahoy Mac' website I get two emails 
back, one from Amsterdam, Holland; the other from Hamish Hall in Tucson, 
Arizona - both emails from relatives of Mary Rodwell confirming that the M 
Rodwell on the memorial at St Paul Penge is Mary Rodwell - and providing 
me with a whole host of details, including a photo of her sister's wedding - at 
Christ church Gipsy Hill.  (See ‘Mary Rodwell – the heroine that time forgot’ 
on page  of this issue.) 
  
And finally, since I began my research the memorial outside St Stephen's has 
been repaired. And J E S WAKELEY has got his name back. 
  

 
The Base of St Stephen’s Dulwich memorial with J E S Wakeley’s name. 

 
Thanks to: Alun and Barbara Thomas who organise the Norwood Society 
local history meetings; Glynis Aritake; Calista Lucy, Dulwich College; Paul 
Usher, War Memorials Trust; Melvyn Harrison, Crystal Palace Foundation; 
Staff at Bromley local studies library; Hamish Hall, Andrea Hall. 
  
*The Hollybrook Memorial commemorates by name almost 1,900 servicemen 
and women of the Commonwealth land and air forces whose graves are not 
known, many of whom were lost in transports or other vessels torpedoed or 
mined in home waters (Officers and men of the Commonwealth's navies who 
have no grave but the sea are commemorated on memorials elsewhere). The 
memorial also bears the names of those who were lost or buried at sea, or 
who died at home but whose bodies could not be recovered for burial. Almost 
one third of the names on the memorial are those of officers and men of the 
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South African Native Labour Corps, who died when the troop transport Mendi 
sank in the Channel following a collision on 21 February 1917.  Other vessels 
sunk with significant loss of life include HS Anglia, a hospital ship sunk by 
mine off Dover on 17 November 1915. Source: CWGC website). 

Jerry Green 
 
NORWOOD’S PARISH BOUNDARIES  
 

During the Great War the parish boundary of All Saints extended almost to 
the top of Green Lane Norbury. This colour map is part of a 1926 sketch map 
showing ecclesiastical parishes in the borough of Croydon as they then were. 

 

 
 Extract from 1926 map of local parish boundaries, Courtesy of Croydon Archives. 

 
SOCIAL LIFE IN UPPER NORWOOD DURING THE GREAT WAR 
 
‘The great clouds of war which envelop us make it difficult to think and write 
clearly.  None of us has ever spent an August like this one or ever will.’ 
 
Canon R C Joynt, vicar of Christ church, Gipsy Hill wrote the above comment 
in the church newsletter for August 1914. Other extracts from various copies 
of that newsletter - and those of St Andrew's (now the Greek Orthodox church 
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on Westow Street) and St Aubyn's (since demolished, it stood on the site of 
Mollie Davies Court at the now blocked-off junction of Church Road / St 
Aubyns Road) - follow, giving an amazing insight into the social life in Upper 
Norwood during the Great War. 
 
1914 
September: Members of the Naval Division take up their quarters in the 
Crystal Palace early this month. The St Aubyn's annual record for 1914 later 
records: ‘It became clear it was essential for St Aubyn's church to be up and 
doing. The idea of providing entertainment was discussed and a resolution 
providing for the opening night by night of the hall for the use of members of 
the Royal Naval Division was adopted ‘with unanimity and considerable 
enthusiasm.’   
 
The hall at St Aubyn's opened on 5 October when ‘an entertainment’ was 
provided, with it being used the following evening for recreation. Loans and 
gifts of games include a billiard table, five bagatelle boards, ping pong, chess, 
draughts, dominoes etc. In addition to the hall there is an overflow room for 
games, reading and writing; a commodious bookcase, newspapers, 
magazines and books. ‘The catering sub-committee, organised by the ladies 
of the church, carries on a most successful canteen, the charge for a cup of 
coffee and a biscuit being one half penny, and for a bountiful slice of cake 
one half penny.’ The Rev William Shergold, minister at St Aubyn's, now duly 
accredited a Naval chaplain, holds a church parade service at 9.30 am when 
sometimes 400 men are present. The Sunday evening service draws from 
200 to 300 men while the social hour in the hall immediately following is even 
better attended. 
 
‘And what of the men themselves? They come from North, South, East and 
West but principally from the North, Tyneside and Clydeside contributing the 
largest contingents. But among the names in the visitors book (over 2,000) 
there are also to be found Aberdonians, men from Dundee, Leith, and other 
industrial centres of Scotland. Men from Leeds, Rotherham and other East 
coast centres of Yorkshire; men from Liverpool and the Mersey, from 
Cumberland, from South Wales, from Yarmouth, Bristol, Devon and Cornwall. 
And as to occupations there are old sea-hands of the Naval Reserve, there 
are fishermen, colliers, mechanics, clerks and representatives of numerous 
other callings. 
 
Truly these men are fine fellows. One feels proud of one's fellow countrymen 
and the men of the North (forming as they do the great majority of those who 
have availed themselves of the hospitality offered them), have especially 
endeared themselves to our Southern hearts. Latterly we have been favoured 
with the presence of a large number of the Red Cross unit attached to the 
Naval Division, hailing chiefly from Lancashire, Yorkshire, South Wales and 
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the Midlands. Alas, they are all birds of passge, at the Crystal Palace today 
and tomorrow gone, one knows not whither.’ (St Aubyn's record 1914. Note: 
The record – renamed the manual the following issue - always has the 
previous year's date on it.) 
 
October: A third house has been taken in Upper Norwood for a party of 
Belgian refugees and a committee of ladies is engaged in making 
arrangements for the early reception of a number of destitute Belgian women 
and children at the house just vacated by the Australian cadets – Derwent  
House 21 Gipsy Hill. The cadets left on 14th October. The previous night their 
colours were deposited in Christ church where they were received by the 
vicar. 
 
November: Lady Jellicoe acknowledges with grateful thanks one dozen pairs 
of cuffs and one dozen scarves from members of Christ church, Gipsy Hill for 
the Sailors Fund.  From another of our young men: ‘Should anyone you know 
be wanting to send out things that would be appreciated by our troops I will 
mention a few things that the men would find particularly acceptable: 
Chocolate in small packets, small tins of cocoa, Wristlets (plain) or mittens 
not extending the full length of the fingers. Those should be knitted as close 
as possible and the wool of a dark colour, khaki for preference. Any knitted in 
white are useless. Small bottles of eau-de-Cologne are also greatly 
appreciated by the wounded fellows.’  The return address given is 
Intelligence (A), General Headquarters, British Army in the Field.  Died for 
their country (from our prayer list): Thomas William Burbery, Keith Trotter, 
Alan Leggett, Cyril Pope, Frederick George. (CC) 
 
1915 
10 February: Australian Mounted Training Corps: Dear Sir. As we are to 
leave England by steamer on Friday morning and our destination being still 
uncertain and as we are not likely to be this way again we have decided to 
take our colours with us. Alex. Rushall, captain. A hamper full of woollies 
donated to men at the Palace.   
 
March: The Rev William J Shergold of St Aubyn's writes: ‘The crisis through 
which the nation has been passing since the outbreak of war has made a 
great difference in our church life and work. The coming of the Royal Naval 
Division to the Crystal Palace created an impressive opportunity for service 
among young men.’ The deacon's report noted: ‘The sailors have been most 
cordial in their appreciation of the 'home from home' that we have provided 
for them at St Aubyn's. An R.N.D. entertainment committee has been formed. 
(St Aubyn's record 1914).   
 
July: YMCA Crystal Palace Royal Naval Division (R.N.D.) : Articles required 
for the members of the Y.M.C.A. staff, and special needy cases of the men of 
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the R.N.D.: Pillows, pillow slips, blankets or rugs, three camp bedsteads, odd 
articles of furniture for staff sitting-room, dusters, cane or lounge chairs, dish 
cloths, towels, table cloths, library books, good gramophone and records, 
magazines for reading tables, indoor games, draughts, dominoes etc, 
cigarettes for distribution to men in 'sick bay', footballs and athletic 
equipment, prizes for R.N.D. sports and field-days, 30 useful prizes value five 
shillings, 30 value three shillings and six pence, 30 value two shillings. On 
receipt of a postcard addressed to 'Secretary, Y.M.C.A., Crystal Palace’ a van 
will call for any articles. Please state hour and day for calling with full 
address. (CC) 
 
1916 
‘The issue of another annual record finds us as a nation still at war, and the 
prospect of an early peace seems dim and distant.’ - Rev. Shergold. 
‘The spring of 1916 witnessed a three-fold change. The headquarters of the 
valiant R.N.D. were removed to Blandford and the Crystal Palace became a 
depot for the RNVR (Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve). Then in the early 
spring we witnessed the arrival of the men of the R.N.A.S. (Royal Naval Air 
Service) with their no doubt serviceable, but less picturesque, ‘square-rigged’ 
costume.  Men of both these branches of the sea-service have freely used 
our hall.’ Then, in the late spring, men of the A.S.C. (Army Service Corps) 
billeted in Sydenham and Penge began to straggle up to the hall and through 
the energetic action of Mr Shergold a number of them joined our church 
parade service.  
 
November witnessed the sudden and almost overwhelming growth of the 
activities of our committee which, among other things, has necessitated a 
change in its name. With scarcely any warning some 3,000 or more men of 
the A.S.C.  descended upon Norwood, took possession vi et armis (one 
almost might say), of its empty houses and incidentally crowded into St 
Aubyn's hall in such numbers as almost to swamp us.’ - The Royal Naval 
entertainment committee report,  St Aubyn's fund for the entertainment of 
sailors and soldiers: ‘Our workers are as zealous as ever and the men still 
describe St Aubyn's hall as the most homely (by which they mean homelike) 
of all the clubs in the neighbourhood.’  Two members of our Young Men's 
bible class Harold Farmer and George Smyth have been awarded the Military 
Medal for distinguished service in the field. Royal Naval parade Sunday 
10am; Morning service 11am. (St Aubyn's - 1916 manual).  St Aubyn's Guild 
abandoned their meetings ‘on account of the additional demands on the 
rooms available for the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve to make provision for 
the large contingent of the A.S.C. now billeted in Norwood.’  
 
1917 
‘The order has gone forth for strict economy in paper and printing and I must 
therefore content myself with a brief letter instead of the full-length pastoral’ - 



12 
 

Rev. Shergold. ‘It is earnestly hoped that every lady of the congregation who 
can find the time will be present at the first meeting of the War Work Party on 
Tuesday 4 September. The need for warm clothing for the brave lads on land 
and sea is still great. Let us not forget them!’   
 
October:  ‘The hall has re-opened for the winter and those who can assist by 
sending suitable magazines or games or by helping at the canteen are 
cordially invited to take note of the opportunity.’  Miss Edith Nunnerley is now 
a nurse under the Red Cross whose duty is to attend wounded when being 
conveyed on barges in La Bassee canal. Second Lt Stanley Powell RFA has 
been very ill but is now recovering at a watering place on the shores of the 
Aegean. We wonder how many officers of the BEF have served so long 
without getting home on leave. (St. Andrew's). 
 
1918 
January: One of our old RND acquaintances P.O. Arthur Wilson came home 
after 16 months service. Soon after his return to the front he had the 
misfortune to become a prisoner of war.  From one of our R.N.D. friends: I 
thank you one and all for your kindness in sending me a pair of socks, also 
for the cigarettes and the Christmas card which I think is very good. I hope 
you will be pleased with our Division card. ‘I am sorry to hear about P.O. 
Wilson being a prisoner of war. I remember he used to be at the hall every 
night. It does not seem so long since I spoke to him. At the time of writing we 
are at a very bad place. It was a village once, but the Germans have hardly 
left a wall standing.’ (The same issue has a request from the soldiers hospital 
at Homedale ‘at the foot of The Avenue’: ‘Would anyone undertake to 
provide, for example, a couple of fresh eggs every week regularly? A gift of 
this kind would be much appreciated.’) 
 
February: The Ladies War Work Meeting: ‘Many letters of grateful thanks 
have been received from those at the Front in response to the greetings 
cards and parcels of woollen comforts sent in December to men on our roll of 
honour. 
 
December: Stanley Gordon Powell awarded the Military Cross. (St. 
Andrew's).  ‘At last after more than four years of terrible warfare has come 
that blessed moment which has marked the cessation of hostilities and the 
assurance of speedy peace throughout the war-worn world. With it has also 
come the end of our work among the sailors at the Crystal Palace and the 
prospect of the speedy termination of our work among the soldiers.  Our 
minds go back to those stirring days of October 1914 when those fine young 
volunteers of the R.N.D. came crowding into our hall with their bright, brave 
faces and their lighthearted spirits. Where are they today? Many have nobly 
perished on the battlefields of Gallipoli or Flanders or on the sea. Many have 
returned broken in body or shattered in nerve. None are the light-hearted 
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boys they were when they left home. (Mr E S Woodroffe, secretary of St 
Aubyn's fund for the entertainment of sailors and soldiers, St Aubyn's manual 
1918). The annual record of St Aubyn's lists 14 those from their congregation 
who died in the Great War. 
 
1919 
February: ‘It is with pride and grief that we put on record here that Lt Turner, 
who fell gloriously in action, was awarded the Military Cross for valour in the 
field. We are proud and glad that he gained it, for he deserved it. Our grief is 
that he has not returned to wear it.  We congratulate Mrs Norrish that her two 
soldier sons have returned quite safe, and resume civilian life. Lt T M 
Witherow R.G.A. has met his brother Pte H L Witherow H.A.C. near Cologne 
for the first time since the spring of 1917. They are quartered in small villages 
about 30 miles apart. The German residents treat them much better than the 
French did near Montreuil.’ (St Andrew's notes)   
 
March: On 29 March Mr Harold Nicholas of Modderfontein, Johannesburg 
R.A.S.C. was married to Miss Bessie Linsey of 117 South Norwood Hill by 
the Rev J M Witherow. The bride and bridegroom first met in Montreuil while 
serving in the Army. On their wedding day Nature wore her most brilliant 
dress – snow under a blue sky and a blazing sun.  As soon as Mr Nicholas is 
demobilised the happy pair will sail for South Africa. (St Andrew’s).   
 
May: This tablet in the back hall of the former St Andrew's church - now the 
Greek Orthodox church - on Westow Street records the hall's use during the 
Great War. St Andrew's Congregational notes for May 1919 record that: ‘It 
was unanimously agreed that a tablet should be erected in the hall for 
commemorating the use of the premises by the men of his Majesty's forces 
during the period of the war. A small committee was appointed consisting of 
Messrs Milne and Muirhead, Mrs Witherow and Mrs Glass to carry out this 
resolution.’ 
 

 
 
November: St Aubyn's memorial window unveiled, the gift of Mr and Mrs F W 
Feaver. This window was made by the 'other' William Morris and Co. (A 
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photograph of the window can be found between pages 24 and 25 in the 
1919 manual for St Aubyn's.) 

 
 
 
1920: St Aubyn's Guild reappears under a new name, the St Aubyn's literary 
and social union. 
 
1922: St Aubyn's summer fete held in the grounds of Stambourne and 
Upgang through the kindness of Mr and Mrs J Beddow and Mr and Mrs W J 
Curry.   Mr Shergold presented with ‘a considerable number of valuable 
books’ which bear an inscription recording his ministry of 10 years ‘rendered 
specially arduous by his chaplaincy to the Naval forces in the Crystal Palace.’ 
Mrs Shergold is presented with a ‘handsome handbag.’ 
 
1925: St Aubyn's becomes a corporate member of the League of Nations 
Union. 
 
(Thanks to: staff at Croydon local studies library / Christ church Gipsy Hill, photos by Laura 
Marchant-Short, courtesy of the Greek Orthodox church). 

 

Jerry Green 
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MARY RODWELL, THE HEROINE THAT TIME FORGOT 
  
On 17 November 1915 shortly after midday the hospital ship HMS Anglia en 
route from Calais to Dover was one mile off Folkestone Gate when it hit a 
mine which had been laid by a German U boat, UC - 5. The ship sank within 
15 minutes. 
 
Among the 134 people who lost 
their lives that day was nursing 
sister Mary Rodwell of the Queen 
Alexandra's Imperial Military 
Nursing Service Reserve whose 
name is among 100 from the 
parish and congregation of St 
Paul's Church (St Paul Penge) in 
Hamlet Road off Anerley Hill who 
died in the First World War and 
are listed on its memorial board. 
  
Born in Oakley on the 
Norfolk/Suffolk borders the 1881 
census lists Mary Ann Rodwell 
(age five) in the Hoxne (near Eye, 
Suffolk) household of Daniel 
Rodwell (62) as granddaughter of 
Daniel and Mary Ann Rodwell 
(54).  Mary's sister Laura Rodwell 
is also with them that evening 
(the rest of her family is in the 
neighbouring village of Brockdish, 

near Diss, Norfolk at the time) 
and is also listed as a 
granddaughter. Daniel was a        
drugman (chemist). 
  
Mary and Laura (who was born 29 February 1880) had five other siblings: 
George baptised 17 September 1876; Kate Alice born 11 February 1878; 
Emma born 3 November 1881; John born Brockdish November 1883 and 
Jane Elizabeth. (Mary's mother died in 1887. John Rodwell remarried in 1901 
to a lady named May.) The 1901 census finds her living at the home of her 
uncle Robert Rodwell Eagle at 22 Palace Road, Upper Norwood (off Anerley 
Hill). Another niece of Robert Eagle, Rosa Lawrence is also recorded on the 
same census. 
  

Mary Rodwell, Courtesy British Journal of Nursing. 
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From 1901 to 1904 Mary Ann Rodwell trained at Hendon Infirmary. During 
her nursing career she worked at the Samaritan Free hospital in 
Marylebone  and later in private nursing homes and as a private nurse. She 
was also a certified masseuse. In June 1903 Mary and her sister Jane were 
witnesses at the wedding of her brother George to Mabel Gertrude Collier at 
Christ Church, Gipsy Hill. Laura's future husband Benjamin Robert Bulwer is 
among the guests. 
  

 
 In June 1903 Mary Rodwell and her sister Jane were witnesses at the wedding of their brother 
George to Mabel Gertrude Collier at Christ Church, Gipsy Hill. Records show that in 1901 Laura 
was a cook for Rev Joynt, minister at Christ church. Laura died on 19th March 1932 in Vernon, 
British Columbia, Canada. (Thanks to Andrea and Hamish Hall, Alun and Barbara Thomas). 

 

The Christ Church magazines from that era are in a set of a bound copy of 
'From Hearth and Home'. (Unfortunately the 1903 version has the parish 
magazines of another church in them). In 1904 the church magazine records 
the birth of a George Rodwell at 7 South Vale, Upper Norwood but does not 
name the parents! Local directories record a George Rodwell living at 23 
Palace Square, Upper Norwood between 1907 and 1915. 
  
When war broke out Mary Rodwell volunteered for foreign service, working 
on hospital trains from February to May 1915.  After this she joined HMS 
Anglia, a ship owned by the London and North Western Railway Company, 
which in peacetime had ferried passengers between Holyhead and Dublin 
and was being used as an auxiliary hospital ship. In October 1915 Mary 
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Rodwell was among nursing staff who attended on King George V on the 
Anglia when he was injured on his annual pilgrimage to France. His horse fell 
on him. He suffered a fractured pelvis and broken ribs but these were not 
diagnosed for several days. 
  
On the day it sank HMS Anglia was carrying 166 cot cases - servicemen who 
had lost limbs - plus 200 'walking wounded'. There were also 56 crew and a 
'complement' of doctors and nurses. The bows of the ship sank so deep that 
one of the rescue vessels was able to pass under the still-racing propeller, 
enabling 40 men to drop onto it. Of these, two died before they reached 
shore. 
  
The last that the matron of the ship saw of Mary Rodwell was shortly before 
the explosion when she came up to fetch some warm woollies for her 
patients. Mary Rodwell was in charge of 200 cot cases. The British Journal of 
Nursing stated: ‘Her last minutes were spent in caring for them as when the 
explosion came she was ministering to the wounded.’ The Nursing Times 
reported that Mary Rodwell was injured and drowned. 
  
One soldier who survived the sinking said: ‘I offered to help one nurse. I said 
“You come with me. I'm a very strong swimmer - you'll be safe with me”  ‘But 
she shook her head and said she could not leave her men so she was with 
them to the last’ (Nursing Times 27 November 1915 page 1457, reprinted in 
the Ahoy Mac - web log.)* 
  
In a book by Joyce Walker - West Wickham and the Great War - there is a 
chapter on the sinking of HMS Anglia. It includes a letter to his parents from a 
Rifleman Laurence Ware who was on the Anglia when it was sunk. He tells 
how he grabbed one nurse but lost her when they were in the water together. 
The last the men saw of the ship was her mast on which the Red Cross flag 
was still flying. 
  
The sinking of the Anglia was the first occasion in World War One where a 
hospital ship carrying wounded was sunk by enemy action. Mary Rodwell's 
body was never recovered. On 29 November a headline in The Times 
announced the casualties as 'four officers, one nurse and 129 men'. Many of 
those rescued were the cot cases from the ship. 
  
King George V's private secretary wrote to Mary Rodwell's father: ‘The private 
secretary is commanded to convey to Mr J Rodwell the true sympathy of the 
King and Queen with him in the grievous sorrow which has befallen him by 
the loss of his daughter in the sinking of the Anglia. At the same time their 
Majesties desire to express their admiration of the courage and noble self-
sacrifice with which Nurse Rodwell met her death.’ 
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Among other tributes to her came from the matron (Mrs Mitchell) rescued 
from HMS Anglia who told Mary Rodwell's (unnamed) relatives that she and 
the other sisters rescued from the Anglia could not speak too highly of her. 
(The matron and the two other nursing sisters who survived - Meldrum and 
Walton - would later receive the Royal Red Cross which was instituted as a 
decoration by Queen Victoria by royal warrant of 23 April 1883 for award to 
ladies who showed special devotion while nursing the sick and wounded of 
the Army and Navy. Source - National Archives) 
  
A friend of Mary Rodwell wrote: ‘Her patients filled her whole heart and soul. 
"I never met a more lovable, unselfish woman.’ And in a letter to the British 
Journal of Nursing Miss Elma Smith, the matron at Hendon Infirmary where 
Mary had trained from 1901 to 1904, said: ‘We all knew what a keen sense of 
duty she possessed. Nothing was ever a trouble to her where her patients 
were concerned.’ 
  
An obituary in the Norwood News in December 1915 states: ‘So far as we 
know she is the first member of the Women's Freedom League to sacrifice 
her life on active service.....She was a member of the Crystal Palace and 
Anerley branch of the Women's Freedom League and her name will be held 
in honour and reverence by the whole league.’ The branch ran a shop on 
Anerley Hill, Upper Norwood just up from the Paxton Arms. 
  
At Hendon Mary Rodwell was regarded as one of the keenest members of 
the Nurses League. In her letter to the BJN Miss Smith referring to the 
‘enthusiastic suffragist’ added: ‘There are many who can tell you how, in a 
quiet way, she did much for her fellow workers.’ 
  
In addition to the memorial board in St Paul Penge, Mary Rodwell's name is 
(or was) also on memorials in the parish church at Ditchingham, Norfolk; 
Colindale hospital, north London (bronze plaque unveiled on 2 July 1920 
where Mary had once worked (recently demolished, whereabouts of plaque 
not yet known); on the Hollybrook memorial, Southampton which lists around 
1,900 lost at sea during the First World War and at All Saints church, 
Plumpton Green, East Sussex. Her name also appears on the QAIMNS 
(Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service) 'Five Sisters' memorial 
in York Minster. 
  
The (very helpful) vicar at All Saints church Plumpton Green is unable to 
shed any light on why Mary Rodwell's name appears on their memorial 
board. 
  
*Robert Eagle, who was property master in the Crystal Palace Theatre which 
was housed inside the actual Crystal Palace, moved to Holme Lodge, 33 
Cintra Park in 1904. He died in 1912. In his obituary in the Penge and 
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Anerley Press a friend refers to him as 'Tommy'. He is also described as an 
ardent follower of Crystal Palace FC. His wife Rebecca died in 1924. They 
are buried in Beckenham Crematorium, next to the grave of one Charlotte de 
la Mare. 
  
The Penge and Anerley Press reported that among the many wreaths sent to 
Robert Eagle's funeral was one 'from his nephew and niece George and 
May'. The funeral was attended by a handful of relatives including Mrs Rosa 
Notley and her husband Charles. Whether this is Rosa Lawrence is not yet 
known. Along with wreaths from many nephews and nieces there were also 
wreaths from members of the World's League against Vivisection, of which he 
had been a member for 30 years, and staff at the Crystal Palace. 
  
SOURCES: 
  
Official index to The Times 
The Times 18 November 1915 
British Journal of Nursing 11 December 1915 and March 1916 
Norwood News December 1915 
Nursing Times 27 November 1915 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (see its roll of honour) 
Ahoy Mac's web log - naval, maritime, Australian history and more: includes the later 
history of U C - 5.  ADD INFO 
The Three Emperors (three cousins, three empires and the road to World War 1) by 
Miranda Carter published by Fig Tree (Penguin Books) London 2009. 
West Wickham and the Great War by Joyce Walker (Hollies Publications West Wickham, 
Kent 1988) 
Further reading: COHSE blogspot 
Thanks to: staff at Bromley local studies library; Croydon local studies library; Hamish Hall 
and Andrea Hall; Melvyn Harrison. 

 Jerry Green 

 
 
VICTORIA CROSS HOLDERS 

 
RICHARD BASIL BRANDRAM JONES 
Among the 100 names on the memorial in St Paul Penge which is in Hamlet 
Road SE19 you'll find RBB Jones. 
  
His Commonwealth War Graves Commission entry reads: JONES Richard 
Basil Brandram Lieutenant VC age 19 The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 
8th Btn Son of Henry Thomas Brandram Jones and Caroline Emma Jones of 
2 Thicket Road. Died 21.5.1916. His name is on Bay 7 of the Arras* Memorial 
and on the Penge War Memorial. 
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His Victoria Cross citation reads: For most conspicuous bravery. He was 
holding with his platoon a crater recently captured from the enemy. About 
7.30 P.M. the enemy exploded a mine forty yards to his right, and at the 
same time put a heavy barrage of fire on our trenches, thus isolating the 
platoon. They then attacked in overwhelming numbers. Lt. Jones kept his 
men together, steadying them by his fine example, and shot no less than 
fifteen of the enemy as they advanced, counting them aloud as he did so to 
cheer his men. When his ammunition was expended he took a bomb, but was 
shot through the head while getting up to throw it. His splendid courage had 
so encouraged his men that when they had no more ammunition or bombs 
they threw stones and ammunition boxes at the enemy till only nine of the 
platoon were left. Finally they were compelled to retire. 
  
He attended Dulwich College who have published a detailed, illustrated 
booklet on their Victoria Cross holders. The college also have a very moving 
letter from his mother which shows why he has no known grave: 
  
‘Broadmarsh crater was taken by the 2nd North Lancs, the capturing party 
being led by Lt C C Howard, an old school friend of our boy’s at Dulwich. Lt 
Howard was badly wounded and died three days later but the crater 
remained in our possession. Our boy was very proud of Howard’s 
achievement and wrote his people an account of it. 
 
‘But the next day the Germans prepared a big counter attack for the 
recapture of this crater and a party of 3rd North Lancs was sent to attempt to 
hold it. It seems to have been quite a forlorn hope and the first party returned 
in disorder. But RBB Jones was sent next and somehow he kept his men at 
the job of defending it, notwithstanding an afternoon (May 21st) of terrific 
bombardment. 
 

 
With kind permission of the Governors of Dulwich College. 
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‘The defending party were completely overwhelmed in spite of efforts for their 
relief. Their leader fell shot through the head as the final attack was made. 
The few survivors owed their scalps to the darkness. I believe all the 
survivors (there were very few) received decorations later. This part of Vimy 
Ridge remained in German hands till retaken by the Canadians in 1917 so 
the corpse of our boy was entombed.’ 
  
In 2016 - the 100th anniversary of his death - a commemorative plaque was 
installed in Lewisham - his birthplace being Honor Oak. 
  
MAJOR WALTER LOUDOUN-SHAND - whose name is on the memorial 
outside St Stephen's Dulwich, was one of more than 19,000 British 
servicemen who died on 1 July 1916. 
  
The son of Mr J L Loudoun-Shand of 27 Alleyn Park he served with the 10th 
Btn Yorkshire Regiment, he died aged 36 and is buried in the Norfolk 
Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt, France between Amiens and Cambrai and just 
south of Thiepval. 
  
His citation reads: 
  
‘For most conspicuous bravery. When his company attempted to climb over 
the parapet to attack the enemy's trenches, they were met by very fierce 
machine gun fire, which temporarily stopped their progress. Maj. Loudoun-
Shand immediately leapt on the parapet, helped the men over and 
encouraged them in every way until he fell mortally wounded. Even then he 
insisted on being propped up in the trench, and went on encouraging the non-
commissioned officers and men until he died’.  Like Lt Jones, Major Loudoun-
Shand was also a former pupil at Dulwich College. 
  
All those born abroad (including Major Loudoun-Shand who was born in 
Ceylon - now Sri Lanka) had a VC stone laid at the National Arboretum, 
Alrewas, Staffordshire. Dulwich College also laid VC commemorative paving 
stones at the school for Lt Jones, Major Loudoun-Shand and three other 
former pupils who also won the Victoria Cross. 
  
*The Arras Memorial commemorates nearly 35,000 soldiers of the British, 
South African and New Zealand forces with no known grave. Most of those 
commemorated were killed in the Battle of Arras, fought between 9 April and 
16 May 1917. (Sources: Commonwealth War Graves Commission; Dulwich 
College; London Gazette; Wikipedia. Thanks to Calista Lucy, Dulwich 
College). 

Jerry Green 
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WAR HEROES OF NORWOOD 
 
While researching some local roads for the My House My Street Project, I 
came across names of some of the sons of occupants who went into the 
horrors of War.  I wish I could research every hero of every local street, but 
here is a brief description of just a few. 
 

 
 
BARNFIELD ROAD, BERRIDGE ROAD (off Gipsy Hill) AND WOODLAND 
HILL 
 
PTE 39150 SIDNEY GEORGE LEWCOCK.  He was born on 26 June 1894 in 
Norwood, to Arthur and Jane Louisa Lewcock [Bn 1859 } and lived at 19 
Barnfield Road.  He had two slightly older brothers, Albert and William and a 
younger sister, Doris.  His father was a compositor and printer.  He was 
baptised at Christ church, Gipsy Hill on 2 September 1894 and when he was 
five years old in 1899, went to Woodland Road School.  After leaving school, 
he became a photographer’s assistant.  
He joined the Lancashire Fusiliers 2nd/7th Btn and fought on the Western 
Front.  He was Killed in Action on 17 November 1917 aged 22 and is 
remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial.  Tyne Cot Commonwealth War 
Graves Cemetery and Memorial to the Missing is a Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission burial ground for the dead of the WWI in the Ypres 
Salient on the Western Front. 
 
RIFLEMAN HARRY TYRRELL R/32951.  He was born 1887 in Norwood, to 
William (a general labourer and carman) and Sophia Tyrrell and lived at 22 
Barnfield Road.  He had three brothers and two sisters.  After leaving school 
he became a milkman (1901, aged 15) and had moved to 67 Woodland Road 
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with his widowed mother and older brother, Frederick and slightly younger 
brother, Frank.  He joined the 12th Bn. King’s Royal Rifle Corps and was 
Killed in Action in Flanders on 28 February 1917. 
  
PRIVATE FRANK ALLPRESS SCOTT/9231 was born on 28 July 1899 to 
Percy (a Laundryman) and Lizzie who lived at 2 Barnfield Road and went to 
Woodland Road school from October 1902.  He joined the South African 
Infantry, was killed in France on 19 July 1918, aged 18 and is buried at 
Longuenesse (St Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, Pas De Calais, France.  
 
LANCE CORPORAL ALFRED GEORGE JACKSON 4th Battalion Royal 
Fusiliers Royal Field Artillery, born 1899, son of John (a police constable in 
the Metropolitan Police) and Agnes originally of 18 Berridge Road and later 
26 Jasper Road.  He was killed in Action at Flanders on 10 April 1917, aged 
18.  He had five brothers and three sisters, whose occupations included a 
philatelic clerk, a sorter in a laundry and telegraph messenger.  He is buried 
at  Faubourg-d’Amiens Cemetery Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
PRIVATE ARTHUR ERNEST NORRIS/CH15352 born 31 May 1886, son of 
Frederick Norris (widower) a carpenter, and Hannah.  When Arthur was 15, 
he was a wash house apprentice.  In 1911 when he was 24 he was already a 
Private in the Royal Navy.  He joined the Royal Marine Light Infantry HMS 
‘Natal’.   During World War I the ship was assigned to the 2nd Cruiser 
Squadron of the Grand Fleet, but did not participate in any battles.  ‘Natal’ 
spent much of 1915 uneventfully patrolling the North Sea. Arthur was killed 
by an internal explosion of the vessel on 30 December 1915.  His body was 
not recovered for burial. 
 
PRIVATE CHARLES McKNO/TF 241278, born in 1895 son of Marcus (a 
baker) and Frances, who lived at 22 Berridge Road but later moved to 
Tooting.  He joined the Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex) Regiment 1st 
8th (TF) Btn.  In 1911 he had been an errand boy for a grocer.  He died of 
wounds on 19 April 1918 and is buried at Ligny-St. Flochel British Cemetery, 
Averdoingt, Calais France.  He had a younger sister and brother.  
 
PRIVATE 2439 HERBERT THOMAS LLOYD, born 1892, son of Elizabeth 
and George.  In 1911 he lived with his parents, three brothers and sister at 22 
Berridge Road and was a carpenter’s labourer.  He joined the Household 
Cavalry, Dorset (Queens Own) Yeomanry.  He died on 30 January 1917 and 
has a war grave at Sevenoaks cemetery.  He was 25 years old. 
 
GUNNER LEVI BATTEN 204201 was born 1883 and married in Christ 
church, Gipsy Hill on 9 March 1912 to Sarah Minnie Bates when he was 29 
and she was 30 years old.  He had been living at 24 Berridge Road, and 
Sarah at No 26.  He was a postman and his father, George William Batten, a 
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policeman.  He joined the Royal Garrison Artillery 1st Siege Bty and died on 
active service, a Gunner RGA on 15 August 1917.  He left behind his wife 
Sarah and at least one child, Blanche Minnie, baptised on 5 October 1913, 
also at Christ church.  He is remembered on Panel 9 Ypres (Menin Gate) 
Memorial.  
 
CINTRA PARK 
 
PARIS VILLIER DRAKE-BROCKMAN, 
born 1899 son of Paris Frederick (a 
Barrister) and Isabel Alice Drake-
Brockman of 3 Cintra Park.  He joined 
Rigaud’s house at Westminster school 
in 1912 and after served with the Artists 
Rifles before training at the Royal 
Military College at Sandhurst.  From 
there he obtained a commission as a 
2nd Lt. in ‘The Buffs’, the Royal East 
Kent Regiment.  He was Killed in 
Action in Flanders on 18 July 1918, 
aged 19 and is buried at Abeele 
Aerodrome Military Cemetery, 
Poperinge, Arrondissement Ieper, West 
Flanders (West-Vlaanderen), Belgium. 
 
 
 

PRIVATE CHARLES GEORGE HOLT 
was born 1884, son of Charles and 
Emma Holt, who lived at 31 Cintra Park.  
He joined the Gloucestershire Rgt 1st Btn 
34563.  He died aged 34 on Saturday, 
20 April 1918.  He is buried at Pernes 
British Cemetery.  
 
PRIVATE DOUGLAS WILLIAM 
IRONSIDE/30644, was the son of 
Edward (a horse dealer) and Alice 
Ironside of 23 Cintra Park.  He was born 
in 1895 in Anerley and had two brothers 
and three sisters.  When he was 16 in 
1911, he was a baker.  He joined the 
East Surrey Regiment 1st Btn.  He was 
killed in Flanders on 8 May 1917 aged 
23 and is buried at Arras. 

Private Charles George Holt. 

Paris Villier Drake-Brockman. 
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CAPTAIN ARTHUR EDWARD PROSSER, born 1883, son of Arthur Williams 
and Rosina Prosser of 3a Cintra Park.  In 1911 aged 27 he was a clerk for 
the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway.  He joined the Worcester 
Regiment C Coy 1st Btn.  He died on 23 October 1918 and is buried at 
Schoonselhof Cemetery, Belgium. 
 

ALBERT LEAKY Pte 26853 (son of William and Elizabeth), born 1894, 

lived at 21 George Street (later renamed Cawnpore Street).  He joined the 
17th Bn Royal Welch Fusiliers.  He had five brothers and went to Woodland 
Road school (1898). In 1911 he was a gardener by trade.  
 
Albert Leaky died of wounds at Flanders on 16 August 1916 and is buried at 
Sailly-le-Sec, Somme.  His brother Walter joined the Royal West Kent 
Regiment and he also died in 1916, aged 21.  The Penge Roll of Honour also 
shows a third brother Sidney (East Surrey Regiment) killed in the war with a 
family address as 38 Thicket Road. 
 

LANCE CORPORAL 
HERBERT DERISLEY, was 
born on 23 January 1884 and 
joined the 17th 
Middlesex/Duke of 
Cambridge Own (Middlesex) 
Regiment in October 1915.  
When he was 27, he was a 
tailor/draper and a boarder at 
12 Woodland Hill.  He later 
lived at 4 Cintra Park.   
 
Herbert Derisley was Killed in 
Action on 1 June 1916.  His 
brother, Lance Corporal R M 
Derisley, died of wounds on 
5 November 1915. 
 
 
 

Julia Ray-Heard 
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 AMBULANCES FUNDED BY CHRIST CHURCH, GIPSY HILL  
 
The dedication of two motor ambulances funded by the people of Christ 
church, Gipsy Hill took place there on Saturday 25 September 1915. From 
the Christ church magazine March 1915: ‘A friend gave £260 to the 
ambulance collection to bring it up to £800. But when it was ascertained that 
no further contribution for ambulances could be received by the authorities 
unless £100 towards running expenses was received, the same friend gave a 
further ‘noble contribution’ of £200.’ 
  

 
The ambulances outside of Christ church Gipsy Hill, Photograph courtesy Christchurch. 

 
 
Christ church magazine January 1916 - From a stranger:  ‘I hope you will 
excuse the liberty I am taking in writing to you but thought you would like to 
know that the number 2 car subscribed by the people of Christ church Gipsy 
Hill Upper Norwood is in France and doing good work. We go nearly to the 
firing line and clear from the first dressing station.  I have been driving it for 
three months now and it is the best car in the convoy. I can do on these 
rough roads nearly 20 miles per gallon.’ 

Jerry Green 
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MAJOR AWDRY MORRIS VAUCOUR – FLYING ACE 
Awdry Vaucour was born in 
Yorkshire but after his father died the 
family moved to Upper Norwood 
where he grew up with his mother 
and five siblings.  To get him a good 
education at St Joseph’s College his 
mother changed the family religion.  
From there he went to Dulwich 
College, joined the Royal Field 
Artillery and rose rapidly through the 
ranks and was highly decorated for 
bravery.  Tragically he was shot 
down over northern Italy before the 
end of The Great War. 
 
 ‘Bunny’ Awdry Morris Vaucour was 
born in Thirsk, Yorkshire 8 March 
1890.  He was the third of six 
children born to the Reverend Henry 
and Flora Vaucour.  Henry was 
curate at St Mary Magdalen’s, 
Wandsworth. The family lived in 
Sydenham and then Hendem Road 
Tooting, where Henry died of pleuro-
pneumonia leaving the family almost 
destitute!  Mrs Vaucour, a most 
capable and independent woman, 

rented a large house, ‘Sandtoft’ number 71 Belvedere  Road, Upper Norwood 
and made a living to support the children by taking in students from the 
nearby Crystal Palace School of engineering School as paying guests.   
 
Florence changed the family religion from Anglican to Catholic and Awdry 
and his sister Enid were accepted into the Church at Virgo Fidelis 31 January 
1904.  Awdry was a boarder at St Joseph’s College, Beulah Hill from 1904 
until 1909.  He then joined the Crystal Palace School of Practical Engineering 
before going on to Faraday House and whilst there joining the Officer 
Training Corps and enlisting in the Artillery when war broke out. 
 
Awdry was commissioned as 2nd Lieutenant, Royal Field Artillery 1 
September 1914, serving with them until he was attached to the Royal Flying 
Corps and posted to 10 Squadron as an observer in August 1915.  He was 
awarded the Military Cross (London Gazette 4 November 1915) for a ‘very 
dangerous reconnaissance, which he successfully carried out under heavy 
fire.’   

Major ‘Bunny’ Awdry Maurice Vaucour, 10 April 
1916. 
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Awdry then returned to England 
and was granted his flying 
certificate (2765) in a Maurice 
Farman Biplane at the Military 
School, Catterick Bridge, 10 April 
1916.  Following further training 
he was awarded his Flying Corps 
‘wings’ in May 1916 and was 
then posted to 79 Squadron RFC 
as pilot and Flight Commander in 

August 1916. Later in August  the 
plane he was piloting was shot 

up and forced to land by Leopold Reimann of Jasta 1. Later that year he was 
awarded a Bar to his Military Cross  (London Gazette 23 November 1916) for 
shooting down two Fokker aircraft on 2 September 1916, one over Bourlon 
Wood and the other over ‘Ytres-Sailly’.  He brought down a third Fokker 15 
September 1916 over Hendicourt. 
 
He was promoted Captain in January 1917 despite not having undertaken 
any machine gun or wireless training commanding ‘B’ Flight, a training unit at 
the Central Flying School at Upavon, Wiltshire.  Within four months he was 
promoted to Major in May 1917, taking over command of 45 Squadron RFC 
in France 22 August before moving the squadron to Italy in November 1917.  
In France there had been strict instructions that Commanding Officers should 
not fly in combat but things were a little more relaxed in Italy and Major 
Vaucour was able to fly inspection patrols to check on his own men and scout 
out enemy aircraft.   
 

During these patrols flying a Flying Camel he brought down 
five further enemy aircraft: 
27 February two Albatros DIII    
15 June  DFW two seater 
19 June  two seater 
25 June  Brandenberg two seater 

 
Major Vacour was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
(London Gazette 3 June 1918) and the Italian Silver Medal 
for Military Valour (London Gazette 2 November 1918).  
During his distinguished flying career he had been mentioned 
in despatches on several occasions, including: 4 November 
1915, 1 January 1916 and 23 November 1916.  
 
Tragically he was killed by what we would call today ‘an act 

of friendly fire’ whilst flying alone in a Sopwith Camel D8102, 16 July 1918.  
He was in the Piave area northern Italy and Lieutenant Alberto Moresco was 

Italian Silver Medal 
for Military Valour. 

A Maurice Farman Biplane. 
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flying an aircraft of the Italian 78th Squadron close by.  Moresco was at a 
height of about 5,000 metres when he saw an aircraft coming towards him at 
a slightly higher altitude, although the sun was in his eyes he ‘thought’ he 
could make out a black cross painted on the approaching machine.  Moresco 
passed this machine, made a right hand turn, closed to 60 metres of the tail 
of the aircraft and fired a burst of fire into it.  The aircraft was hit and made a 
loop at which point the Italian pilot could clearly see the markings on the 
machine, which were the British roundels.  Major Vaucour had been fatally 
wounded and the aircraft broke up at 1,600 metres and crashed near 
Monastier di Treviso. 
 
Major Awdry Maurice Vaucour was buried in Montecchio Precalcino 
Communal Cemetery Extension, Plot 3, Row c, Grave 2 aged 28.  Many of 45 
Squadron attended Holy Communion at 7am 25 July 1918 to remember 
‘Bunny’ who was well liked and respected by those who served with him. 
Notification of his death appeared on the Air Ministry’s daily list number 76 of 
Officers killed on duty, published 28 July 1918. 
 
Later that year his family had a memorial stained glass window installed in 
the north transept of Virgo Fidelis Church.  It represents St Michael in the act 
of defeating Satan.  It includes a depiction of a Sopwith Camel aeroplane.  
The inscription at its base originally read ‘Pray for the soul of Major Awdry 
Morris Vaucour, RA, RAF, MC, DFC, killed in action in Italy 16 July 1918, 
aged 28 years.’ 
 
Unfortunately the window was damaged during the blitz of the Second World 
War and was subsequently poorly restored and the new inscription includes 
two glaring mistakes!  
 
Major Vaucour’s advice to young pilots when 
joining his squadron was ‘never break formation, 
should you ever find yourself alone in a fight, turn 
straight at the nearest enemy machine and fly for a 
collision.’ 
 
Awdry’s mother Flora lived until 1927 when she 
died at Ecclesbourne, Carshalton Road, Sutton, 
Surrey. 
 
 
Sources (not mentioned above): 
Awdry Morris Vaucour, 1890 – 1918, A Biography, unknown 
author, Courtesy Upper Norwood Library (L39R, VAU). 
 

Stephen Oxford Awdry’s grave,. Courtesy 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission. 



30 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Vaucour’s memorial window, courtesy of Virgo Fidelis Church. 
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THE ALTAR USED IN 'HMS CRYSTAL PALACE' 
 
The altar used in 'HMS Crystal Palace' found a new home in St John's 
church, Auckland Road, Upper Norwood after the Great War. The Navy had 
taken over the Palace and turned it into a naval training establishment under 
the name of HMS Victory VI, informally known as HMS Crystal Palace. More 
than 125,000 men from the Royal Naval Division, Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve and Royal Naval Air Service were trained for war at Victory VI. 
 
‘This chapel was furnished by members of the Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve and Royal Naval Division in Thanksgiving to almighty God for grace 
received when this altar was used in the Royal Naval depot, Crystal Palace 
during the Great War. May it henceforth be not only a shrine of hallowed 
memories but also a place of inspiration to all here who shall worship God’ 
 
Dr Ron Cox in his National Inventory of War Memorials for Croydon describes 
it in March 1991 as being ’at east end of south aisle’. On the board at the top 
an anchor and entwined rope with around the edge RNVR and RND. Dr Cox 
also records a painted wooden board on the south wall.  ’Behind and above 
the altar a crucifix with (on the altar) two candlesticks and above the crucifix, 
a relief in metal of St George surrounded by a motto ‘ST GEORGIVS 
ANGLIFE IMPERIIQUE TRANSMARINI PATRONUS’ (St Georgivs of 
England and government from across the patron) 
 

The altar, the board 
and the relief in 
metal of St George 
are still there (the St 
George is more 
interesting than it 
sounds). There are 
candlesticks on the 
altar. I am unable to 
say if these are the 
originals.  
 
(Sources: Dr Ron 
Cox's Inventory of War 
Memorials Croydon / 
Wikipedia). 
 

Jerry Green 
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CAPATAIN HANS ROBERT SPARENBORG 
 
Captain Sparenborg one of the first 
British officers to be killed in the 
First World War, was born a 
German, moved with his family to 
Lancaster Road, South Norwood, 
was educated at Dulwich College 
and is remembered on his mother's 
grave in West Norwood cemetery: 
Annie Charlotte A Sparenborg 
1854-1904. (31,119, square 8). 
 
Hans Robert Sparenborg was born 
2 November 1876 in Calcutta, 
West Bengal, India and was 
baptised 18 July 1886.  He was the 
first child of Johann Lubbo 
Sparenborg and Annie Charlotte 
Sparenborg, nee Belchambers.  
His father, Johann,   was born in 
Norden, East Frisia, Lower Saxony, 
on the North Sea coast Germany 
in 1849. 
 
Towards the end of the 19th century Britain had close ties with Germany with 
cordial relations on each side. A German Evangelical church was built in 
Dacres Road Forest Hill in 1883 for the large numbers of Germans in the 
area. Many Germans were attracted by the Crystal Palace and set up their 
homes in its vicinity.  It is not clear when Johann Sparenborg moved to 
England but by the 1891 census he was living with his family in Lancaster 
Road, South Norwood. 
Johann was the son of Jan Weets Sparenborg and Anna Dorothea 
Sparenborg (German subjects). Johann was granted naturalisation certificate 
A15793, on 8 March 1906. This was followed by an announcement to that 
effect in the Jewish Chronicle. 
 
 Hans Sparenborg was educated at Dulwich College between 1887 and 
1894.  He was in the college's First XV rugby team in 1892, 1893 and 1894 
and also played in the cricket team. 
 
In 1891 the Sparenborg family were living at 37 Lancaster Road, Norwood, 
London SE25, less than three and a half miles from Dulwich College.  The 
family was composed of Hans 14, his mother Annie 36 and his brother 

 Captain Hans Robert Sparenborg. 
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Johann Adolf 10, also born in Calcutta; Hans' father Johann Lubbo was in 
India at that time. They had one servant, Bessie Oram, 20, from Wiltshire. 
From Dulwich College Hans went to Gonville & Caius College Cambridge in 
October 1894.  There he joined the army as a University candidate entering 
the King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment in 1900. 
 
Hans Sparenborg was present at the relief of Ladysmith in 1900.  On 23 May 
1900 he was appointed 2nd Lieutenant 1st Battalion The King's Own Royal 
Lancaster Regiment.  At this time he was living at 40 Abbey Gardens, 
London.  
 
In 1901 at the age of 24 Hans was a Student Officer at School of Musketry in 
Hythe St Leonard, Kent. There he was taught skills in firearms and 
marksmanship which were cascaded throughout the British army and meant 
that soldiers on the Western Front were able to offset the early superior 
machine-gun power of the German army.  Hans was a member of the 
Masons: Mother Lodge; Furness No. 995, Province: West Lancashire. 
Hans served in the West African Frontier Force from May 1902 to October 
1904. He was promoted to Lieutenant 22 January 1902. On 28 November 
1903 Hans sailed on the SS Jebba from Liverpool to Forcados, a small town 
in Burutu in Nigeria. He took part in the Kano-Sokoto Campaign, receiving the 
medal with clasp (1903). He was also present during operations in Kabba 
Province.   
 
Hans married Flora Alexander Vigers on the 12 September 1903 at the 
Parish Church of St Marks, Hamilton Terrace, London.  She was the fourth 
child of Edward Vigers, an architect and Flora Vigers.  According to his 
marriage certificate, they were living at Elm Dean, Victoria Road, Surbiton, 
Surrey.  
 
In July 1904 a son, Colin Hans, was born. He was baptised 1 October 1904, 
at St Marks', Hamilton Terrace, St Johns' Wood, London.  The family then 
living at 218 Portsdown Road, London.  In the same year Han’s mother, 
Annie, died on 10 September.   
 
Hans' mother, Annie Sparenborg nee Belchambers was born in Calcutta, 
India in 1854.  On the 1901 census she was living at Elm Dean, Victoria 
Road, along with her daughter Dora (1879) Calcutta, India, Adolf, Winifred 
(1898) Dulwich and 4 servants.  Annie died 10 September 1904.  She was 
buried 13 September  1904 in West Norwood Cemetery. At the time of her 
death she was living with her husband Johann Lubbo and her son Adolf at 
Annenwerth, Plough lane, Purley.  She left in her will £850 to be shared 
between her husband and son.  There was a notice of her death in The 
London Standard of 12 October 1904. 
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Tomb and memorial of Annie Sparenborg and Captain HR Sparenborg, West Norwood cemetery. 

 
Sadly Annie Sparenborg's grave, a tomb in West Norwood Cemetery in the 
style of a small Greek temple, has recently been recorded as suffering from 
movement evident to columns and base. Captain Sparenborg is remembered 
with the words: 'Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori', sweet and fitting to die 
for one's country.  Though born a German Hans by then he considered he 
was a British subject.  
 
In Kelly's List of 1908, the Sparenborg family was living at 251 Maldon Road, 
Colchester Essex, a semi detached red brick house.  In the 1909 telephone 
directory Hans Sparenborg is recorded as living at Broughton Lodge, St 
Marys, Kent. 
 
Lieutenant Sparenborg was promoted to Captain in 1910. He was also 
Adjutant, a military staff officer who assisted the commanding officer, of the 
4th Territorial Battalion of his regiment, 1911-1913. (Jan 1 1911). (London 
Gazette Jan 17 1911).  (Dulwich College War Record, 1914-1918). As a 
result of his German background he was a first class interpreter of German, 
qualifying 6 April 1914 (Army list 1914). 
 
Immediately following the outbreak of World War 1 the 1st Battalion King's 
Own Royal Lancaster regiment was mobilised, as part of the British 
Expeditionary Force on 4 August 1914 in Dover, where it was 
stationed.  They sailed from Southampton and arrived in Boulogne on 23 
August. They travelled on board the SS Saturnia which had been built as a 
cargo vessel but had been commandeered by the War Office as a troop ship.  
The Battalion spent the rest of war on the Western Front.  
(http://www.kingsownmuseum.plus.com/ww1.htm) 
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Within days the 1st Battalion King's Own Royal Lancaster regiment were 
involved in bitter action at Haucourt, in the Battle of Le Cateau.  The battle of 
Le Cateau was fought on 26 August 1914 after the British and French 
retreated from the battle of Mons and had set up defensive positions in a 
fighting withdrawal against the German advance at Le Cataeu-Cambresis.  
  
On the morning of 26 August the Germans arrived and heavily attacked the 
British forces commanded by General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien.  Unlike the 
Battle of Mons where the majority of casualties were from rifle fire, Le Cataeu 
demonstrated the devastating results which quick firing artillery using air 
bursting shrapnel shells could have on infantry fighting in the open.  German 
artillery used indirect fire from concealed positions. 
 
By midday the Germans, realising that the British stand was only rearguard, 
pressed their attack.  By mid-afternoon the British left and right flanks began 
to break under unrelenting pressure from the Germans.   Shielded by the 
French cavalry the British carried out a co-ordinated tactical withdrawal 
despite continued attempts by the Germans to infiltrate and outflank them. 
 
That night the Allies withdrew to Saint-Quentin.  Of the 40,000 British troops 
fighting at Le Cateau, 7,812 casualties were incurred, 2,600 of whom were 
taken prisoner.  However the engagement at Le Cateau had achieved its 
objective and enabled the British Expeditionary Forces to retreat unmolested 
by the Germans for a further five days.   
 
Captain Sparenborg was one of 64 recorded killed on 26 August less than a 
month after the outbreak of war and only three days after his arrival in 
France!  He was first reported to have been wounded in September 1914 and 
in October as wounded and missing.  He was included in the casualty list for 
April 1915 as officially reported killed or died of wounds. It was subsequently 
ascertained that he was killed in action on 26 August 1914 at Harcourt near 
Le Cateau. A Corporal in his battalion stated that he was killed by a bursting 
shell. He and Captain H H Shott, DSO, were said to be the first officers to fall 
in the Great War.  
 

 
Part of the La-Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. Courtesy Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  
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Captain Sparenborg is recorded on the La-Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. (La 
Ferté-sous-Jouarre Memorial to the Missing). The La Ferté-sous-Jouarre 
Memorial commemorates 3,740 officers and men of the British Expeditionary 
Force (BEF) who fell at the battles of Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne and the 
Aisne between the end of August and early October 1914 and have no known 
graves. The monument is constructed of white limestone, and surmounted by 
a sarcophagus. At the four corners of the pavement on which the monument 
stands are stone columns supporting urns which bear the coats of arms of 
the four constituent nations of the United Kingdom. The memorial was 
designed by George H. Goldsmith, a decorated veteran of the Western Front, 
and unveiled by Sir William Pulteney, who had commanded the III Corps of 
the BEF in 1914, on 4 November 1928. 
 

Captain Sparenborg's only 
child, Colin, died 13 August 
1920, aged 16, at the 
Homoeopathic Hospital, 
Great Ormond Street, 
Holborn, Middlesex of 
malignant endoarditis. 
(Faulty heart valves) 
Informant E A Hopkins, 
Aunt, of 3 Waldemar 
Mansions, Waldemar 
Avenue, Fulham.  His will 
was administered 2 
October 1920 leaving £185 

to his mother Flora 
Alexander Withey, who had 
by then remarried to Alfred 

Ernest Withey and were living at 6 Waterlow Court, Heath Close, Golders 
Green.   
 
Captain Sparenborg's will did not go to probate until well after the end of the 
war on the 8 June 1921.  The sum of £801 18s 2d was left to his widow, 
Florence. That same year his medals were sent to her at 44, Waterloo Court, 
Heath Close, Hampstead Way, London N11. Flora died 9 December 1954, 
aged 80 in Gloucester.  On the 1911 census Hans' father Johann is recorded 
as a chemical merchant, widowed, living with daughter Winifred. In 1918 - 
1920 they are recorded in the electoral register as living at Forest Lodge. 
Johann died 27 March 1927 in the Grand Hotel Palina, Mallorca, Spain and 
left £24,326 9s 6d (1 1/4 million at today's value) to his daughter Winifred.  
 

Stephen Oxford 

La-Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. Courtesy  
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
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LOCAL HISTORY NEWS 
 

 
 
The September talk was about Brixton Market and its history given by Bill 
Linsky, the chair of the Brixton Society. Bill leads the Brixton Society’s walks 
through the market and his expertise and considerable knowledge of Brixton 
was readily apparent in his presentation. Our November talk was by Sanne 
Roberts, the Conservation Officer for Croydon, which outlined both Sanne’s 
duties and the considerable heritage within the Borough and particularly 
Upper Norwood. The interest and engagement by a lively audience resulted 
in much discussion. 
 

In July on one of those very hot 
afternoons member Stephen Oxford 
led a walk along Grange Road Upper 
Norwood focussing on the Victorian 
Villas and Residents and much of 
Stephen’s research has now been 
published by the Society in a book. In 
August Alun Thomas led a walk along 
Gipsy Hill pointing out the buildings and 
homes covered in his talk from earlier 
in the year. 
 
We have prepared a draft programme 
for 2019, the first part of which is inside 
the back cover of this issue and will be 
soon available in full on the Society’s 
website. We hope in the coming winter 
you will not need to be a customer of 
Mr W. W. Strange (Advert above from 
1887 ‘Norwood Review’). 

                 Barbara Thomas 
 
 

The latest Norwood Society publication about 
the Villas and Residents of Grange Road, 
available from the secretary £8.00 + £2.00pp. 
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PLANNING REPORT 
 
The Planning sub committee aims to meet monthly; the committee includes 
members of the NCCAP (North Croydon Conservation Area Advisory Panel).  
This is working well and provides additional information and advice. We are 
continually finding it difficult to track the Croydon applications and when 
objections are sent they are not always being registered on the planning 
website.  Members therefore cannot see what applications the Norwood 
Society have commented on.  We welcome information on applications from 
members although we have limited capacity so focus on conservation areas, 
listed buildings and major applications. 
 
Croydon 
 
40 Portland Road  18/00611/FUL 
We still have not been advised of a committee date by Croydon to consider 
this application for the demolition of the building and erection of student 
accommodation.   
 
Queens Hotel  
Further to the last Review we can advise that the owners have also appealed 
against the refusal of planning permission for the most recent application 
18/00831/FUL (for 495 bedrooms).  The deadline for comments is 21 
November 2018 to the Planning Inspectorate ref PP/L5240/W/18/3213506.  
Both appeals will be considered together at an Inquiry on 26 February 2019 
at Croydon Town Hall, it is expected to last 4 days.  Documents can be found 
on the council’s website using the planning reference or the planning 
inspectorate website. 
 
Victory Place 18/04570/CONR 
This application seeks to insert a new floor, through the extension of the 
approved ground floor slab above the existing sunken Market Square retail 
space. The extension of the slab will have the effect of creating a new unit for 
retail use.  It is proposed  the new unit will be occupied by a flagship 
convenience food retailer. 
 
Brick by Brick  
A recent public consultation was held for the Bedwardine Estate, proposals 
for two blocks of flats and a row of single storey houses.  We await the 
application. 
 
Objections have been submitted on the following applications; 
130 Church Road 18/01541/FUL and 18/01559/FUL 
Expansion of the doctors’ surgery single storey building at the rear and a side 
extension. 
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2 Fitzroy Gardens 18/03814/FUL 
Erection of 2 x3 bed houses with basement. 
18 Lawrence Road 18/03858/FUL 
A large single storey extension to the rear provide five bedrooms with en 
suite and kitchen for a house in multiple occupation. 
 
Decisions 
161 Auckland Road 18/03065/HSE 
Permission granted for removal of the front wall and provision of 
hardstanding. 
58-60 Westow Hill 18/01332/FUL 
The planning application to use the ground floor as a pub has been 
withdrawn. 
 
Lambeth 
 
At our meeting in September we considered a pre application scheme for 
384 Norwood Road – the proposals are for the demolition and rebuilding on 
this site to include 2 retail units and 12 flats.  Our comments have sent. 
 
6 Lansdowne Road 18/00580/FUL 
Revised plans have been submitted and include alterations to the design, 
layout to improve privacy and increase the number of dual aspect units, 
improved servicing, additional 3 bed units and an increase in affordable 
homes provision. 
 
Land at the rear of 20-22 Beardell Street 18/04409/FUL  
A new application has been submitted for a revised scheme for the erection 
of three (2x 4-bed semi-detached, 1x 4-bed detached) houses. The previous 
application was refused.  
23A Westow Hill 18/02662/FUL  
Planning permission was refused for the enlargement of the roof. 
 
Bromley  
Century House site, Church Road 18/01970/FUL 
Planning permission refused for the erection of a four storey building 
containing 11 flats and a commercial unit. 
 
The Grape and Grain, Anerley Hill. A recent public consultation exercise was 
held and we were able to discuss at the proposals at our October meeting.  
Our comments have been sent to the planning consultants. 
 

Marian Girdler 
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NORWOOD SOCIETY BOOKS 
 
 

BOOK PRICE BY POST 

The Victorian Villas and Residents of 

Grange Road. Stephen Oxford £8.00 £10.00 

The Beulah Spa 1831-1856 A New 

History. Chris Shields £9.99 £11.99 

The Phoenix Suburb. 

Alan R. Warwick. £9.99 £12.30 

Exploring Upper Norwood, South of All 

Saints Church. 

Stephen Oxford. £4.00 £5.60 

Emile Zola in Norwood.  
£7.95 

 
£9.95 

The Story of Norwood. 

 J. B. Wilson. £6.95 £8.95 

Glimpses of Norwood. 

Alan R. Warwick. £1.00 £1.60 

On the Trail of Norwood. 

John Yaxley. £1.00 £1.60 

Down at Beulah. 

Joan Warwick. 

 
£1.00 

 
£1.60 

Thomas Ross of Kilravock House: His 

Life and Times  

 Eric Kings £4.99 £6.99 

Treetops & Terraces: 

And the walls came-a-tumbling down. 

 Beryl Cheeseman £6.00 £8.00 
 

  To order: 

 E-mail:    secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk      

   

 Post: The Norwood Society, 9 Grangecliffe Gardens, London SE25 6SY  

        

To save postage costs you may collect the book(s) personally or buy them 

at one of our monthly Local History talks. 

 



LOCAL HISTORY – TALKS & WALKS 

 

November 15 Thursday ‘The Royal Beulah Spa’ 

   7.30 Upper Norwood Library, Westow Hill, SE19 1TJ 

Stephen Oxford will trace the origins and development of the Spa, describe 

its hey-day, its demise following the opening of The Crystal Palace at 

Sydenham and what subsequently happened to the site. This illustrated talk 

will include previously rarely-seen photographs found in the archive of the 

Upper Norwood Library. 

December 20 7.30 Upper Norwood Library, Westow Hill, SE19 1TJ 

Something different for our 

December meeting when actor and 

historian Jon Fox will entertain us 

with the history of this well-loved 

seasonal event. He will have us all 

singing and laughing – ‘oh yes you 

will!’ and the evening will be 

accompanied by festive 

refreshments. 

 

 

January 17 Thursday South London Suburbs 

7.30 Upper Norwood Library, Westow Hill, SE19 1TJ 

Archivist and historian Len Reilly describes the development of suburban 

South London 

February 21 Thursday The History of Parks 

7.30 Upper Norwood Library, Westow Hill, SE19 1TJ 

Author and reviewer Travis Elborough charts the history of the British park 

and discusses his book ‘A Walk in the Park’ 

March 21  Thursday The other ‘Triangle’  

7.30 Upper Norwood Library, Westow Hill, SE19 1TJ 

Alun Thomas delves into the history of Fox Hill, Tudor Road and Belvedere 

Road  



Winkworth Crystal Palace 
020 8655 9530
45-47 Westow Hill, Crystal Palace, SE19 1TS 
crystalpalace@winkworth.co.uk 
winkworth.co.uk/crystal-palace

HERE TO 
OFFER A 
HELPING 
HAND.
We’ll go to great lengths to 
make sure you find the home 
of your dreams.


