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FREDERICK HENRY AMPLETT MICKLEWRIGHT
FIRST CHAIRMAN OF THE NORWOOD SOCIETY
Frederick
Henry
Amphlett Micklewright
was the founder and
first Chairman of the
Upper Norwood and
District
Preservation
Society, UNDPS, later
renamed the Norwood
Society.
During the
early 1960s Norwood
was going through a
period
of
great
change. Living at that
time in Bishop’s Folly,
Bishop’s Folly, 228 South Norwood Hill, Image from Merton Atkins
228 South Norwood
Collection, courtesy of the Museum of Croydon.
Hill Micklewright wrote
to the local press proposing that residents who were concerned about the
state of affairs should meet together to discuss the formation of a society to
watch and, where possible, influence the changes that were taking place.
(Warwick, 1972).
Frederick Amphlett Micklewright was born in Chipstead, Surrey on 22 April
1908. His birth was later registered in the nearby town of Reigate. His
parents were Frederick William Micklewright and Daisy Argent. His full name
was Frederick Henry Amphlett Micklewright, and it was through the
encouragement of his grandfather, a Cheltenham solicitor, that the forename
Amphlett was included to perpetuate his ancestor, Baron Amphlett.
He was ordained an Anglican priest in Manchester Cathedral in 1935, and it
was really from that time onward that the style “Amphlett Micklewright” was
exclusively used. (Gillman, 2004).
Joining the Unitarian fold in 1941, he
ministered to two prominent congregations: in Southampton, at the Church of
the Saviour from 1941-43 and then in Manchester at the Cross Street Chapel
from 1943-49, but these ministries were not without controversy arising from
his various secular sympathies and affiliations.
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Micklewright outlined his “humanist” views in a talk he gave in 1943 to the
Portsmouth and Southsea Rotary Club. He concluded that “Civilisation and
religion needed bringing together, but this could not be done by a revival of
traditional religion, but only through the clear light of reason.” He looked
forward to “a religion purged of all dogma and a civilisation based on science
which realised that science must be devoted to the highest ends and not to
useless slaughter”. (Micklewright, 1943).

Cross Street Chapel c.1835, Wikipedia.

Micklewright was a liberal thinker and established a reputation for himself as a
reviewer to the legal press. He spoke out against the role of the State
interfering in areas of privacy and declared that the church should not demand
that society as a whole should conform to Christian morality. Furthermore he
pointed out that a claim that the law is founded on Christian tradition is
somewhat vague and tenuous. He went on to state that promoting Christian
doctrine throughout society at large is undesirable and could do much to bring
contemporary law into contempt. (Public morality and the criminal law, 1961).
2
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During World War Two the Cross Street chapel was destroyed by bombing

Frederick Micklewright at work in the ruins of the Cross Street Chapel, Manchester Evening News,
1940.

and the congregation had to worship in a makeshift building within the ruins
until a new building was erected in the late 1950s.Micklewright seems to have
led by example as he was one of the first working in the ruins of the Cross
Street Chapel after it was badly damaged by German bombs in December
1940.
In September 1944 his caring side for domestic pets appeared in a letter to the
Manchester Evening News deploring the poisoning of numerous cats in the
Whalley Range area of Manchester and pointing out what sorrow and distress
such events could bring to their owners. (Letters to the Editor, 1944).
Micklewright’s humanitarian character surfaced again in February 1945 when
he signed, along with numerous other Manchester ministers, a letter to the
Home Secretary, Mr Herbert Morrison, urging a reprieve for 18 year old
3
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Elizabeth Maud Jones who had been condemned to death, along with a U.S.
Army soldier, for the “cleft chin” taxi driver murder. They urged mercy quoting
her difficult circumstances as a child. Jones, who had been found guilty of the
murder, was considered by many as an accessory as she was involved but
had not pulled the trigger of the murder weapon. This
was much the same as the unfortunate Derek Bentley.
Jones was granted a reprieve and her sentence was
commuted to life imprisonment. She was released on
licence in 1954 and nothing more was heard of her.
(Jackson, 2013).

Elizabeth Maude Jones
Epsom and Ewell History
Explorer

Her reprieve caused widespread indignation and streams
of telegrams to the Home Secretary: in her native town,
“SHE SHOULD HANG” was chalked on the walls beside
drawings of a figure dangling from a gallows. (Unknown,
2017).

He left the Unitarian Church in 1949 and rejoined the Church of England,
being given the prestigious living of All Saints', Ennismore Gardens,
Kensington, London, now the Russian Orthodox Church, until a 'fall out' in
1956, after which he never officiated anywhere, and concentrated on a career
lecturing in History and Law and as a freelance journalist writing for learned
journals, such as theological debate in 'The Hibbert Journal'.
Frederick moved to South Norwood before 1959 and had taken up residence
with his wife Irene, whom he had married in Manchester in 1943 whilst he was
minister at the Cross Street Chapel. Their daughter Jane was born in 1949.
They were living in the house then called Bishop’s Folly along with Mrs Helen
M H Hamilton-Flint and Blanche and George Bayliss. Throughout the 1960s,
70s and 80s Bishop’s Folly is not listed as flats in either the telephone
directory or electoral rolls for that time and, the three families shared the same
phone number, Livingstone 4355. Livingstone being the name of the exchange
at the junction of Church Road and South Norwood Hill; the letters would have
been dialled in place of 548.
Called to the Bar, Middle Temple, in 1968, Frederick established a reputation
for himself as a reviewer to the legal press. He was admitted into the Roman
4
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Catholic Church in 1974, and contributed many articles to 'The Tablet' and
other Catholic publications. He took the publication of the National Unitarian
Forum for a time from around 1947, but it is not known whether he ever wrote
for it.
Towards the end of 1959 there were increasing complaints in the newspapers
serving Norwood, of neglected plots of land and derelict houses in the area.
Speculators were invading Norwood and according to Micklewright,
threatening compulsory purchase frightening many householders into the
unwanted sale of their homes. In response Micklewright decided to convene a
meeting of local residents.
The inaugural meeting of the society, called by Mr Amphlett Micklewright, took
place in All Saints school February 5 1960. It was attended by 36 local
residents, including two local Councillors. An initial constitution was approved
and Micklewright was appointed the first Chairman and Mrs Hamilton-Flint
Honorary Secretary. The meeting made local newspaper headlines (Norwood
Society, 1960).
Two weeks later a second was called at which more than 60 residents turned
up. At that meeting detailed aims were drawn up:







To influence public opinion and assure local authorities of the Society’s
interest.
To preserve, protect and improve the amenities of the district.
To ensure that unoccupied land be kept in good order.
Gradually to build up cultural activities.
To issue publications bearing upon the aims and activities of the Society.

The names of the President, Sir Ninian Comper, and Vice Presidents, Sir Alan
Ellis, QC, KCB and R Kelf-Cohen MA, FR Hist. were announced at the second
meeting and reported in the Review by Mrs Hamilton-Flint. Subscriptions were
5 shillings per member or 7shillings and 6 pence per family and were open to
“those who have an interest in the district”.
The preservation and planting of trees became an early issue for the society.
A petition was quickly created and signed by 100 residents calling on Croydon
council to preserve the woodland of Beulah Heights and replant trees on the
Auckland Rise estate, which was under construction at the time. The society
5
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felt that needless destruction of trees had taken place during the construction
of the estate.
In the first edition of the Norwood Review, Winter 1960, Frederick picked up
one of his lifelong themes of freedom and mental life, finishing his introductory
notes: “Faced with great cultural problems of architecture, tree life and the
like, as Norwood is, we hope that our society will make a vital contribution to
this land, striving against all that oppresses man both in his environment and
in his mental life”.
Alan Warwick, author of the Phoenix suburb contributed a brief article to the
first Review outlining the history of Norwood. That edition’s final page listed
seven local planning applications, several of which the society objected to and
sadly noting that the construction of 50 flats in the garden behind the Queens
Hotel had been approved.
After the first year, in which it was growing in
numbers and experience, the Society decided to
change its name to ‘The Norwood Society’. The
word ‘Preservation’ was not a complete success.
‘What is there to preserve?’ was the facetious
comment of some as they surveyed the post-war
desolation. That the Society was really seeking to
preserve the opportunity for enabling a new
Norwood to emerge from the ashes of the old, so
that it should compare favourably with its earlier
charm, was perhaps too obscure. Preservation of
trees, so distinctive a feature of Norwood, and their
replacement when lost, was a first priority.
Protection of skylines was another urgent matter. Preservation of semi-derelict
Victorian houses that could not be adapted to modern requirements was not in
the master plan.
First edtion of the Review, 1960.

Since the Society was established, Norwood has undergone many significant
changes, but the key aims to “preserve and improve” remain. This is
accompanied now by the equally important one of researching and sharing
Norwood’s history, in the form of its buildings, its open spaces and of course,
most importantly, its social history.
6
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Frederick’s wife Irene passed away in 1984 at the age of 74. By the time of
his death on January 14 1992 he had moved to a flat at 1 Lansdowne Road,
Croydon. His estate of £138,420 went to probate but it is not clear who
inherited his money. His daughter Jane is yet to be traced.
Today Bishop’s Folly, the home of both Amphlett Micklewright and HamiltonFlint, stands proudly on South Norwood Hill whilst unfortunately many of the
similar Victorian mansions, such as St Andrew’s, Tressillion, St Austin’s,
Nettlestead, The Firs, Hazelbank. Ravenswood, Richmond House, St
Margaret’s Illwara, Hillfield and Kingsbury, that the UNDPS was trying to
preserve, have long since been replaced by featureless blocks of flats the likes
of which are likely to be little mourned at their passing in the hopefully not too
distant future. Had the Norwood Society not been established in 1960, then
judging by the developments taking place around us today it would need to be
set up now.
Bishop’s Folly was called St Helen’s until Micklewright moved in. He renamed
it following a scandal centred on William Bryn Thomas, Rector of the
Ascension, Balham. Allegedly the scandal involved his curate’s wife and a
parishioner, Mrs Brandy! Micklewright spoke out in support of the “randy
rector” and subsequently renamed St Helen’s Bishops Folly in frustration at
the Church authorities decisions to unfrock the rector! (Gardom).
Norwood was indeed fortunate that Frederick Henry Amphlett Micklewright
was destined to arrive on South Norwood Hill, for he cared: cared about the
environment; cared about the architecture he found around him, but most of all
cared about his fellow human beings. He valued his fellow citizens individually
and collectively and spoke out for them and did what he thought right to
support and protect them and society. For such people we must be grateful,
for without them we might be subdued beneath the dogma and greed that
surrounds us.

Stephen Oxford
Sources:
(n.d.). Retrieved September 2017, from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross_Street_Chapel
Gardom, F. (n.d.). Some Summer Scandals. Retrieved November 2017, from Trushare:
http://trushare.com/0134JLY06/31Somesummerscandals.htm
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Gillman, D. (2004, Oct). NEWSLETTER 355. Retrieved Aug 29, 2017, from The National Unitarian
Fellowship: http://www.nufonline.org.uk/archives/newslettfr355.html
Jackson, L. (2013, February). The Cleft Chin Murder. Retrieved November 3rd, 2017, from Epsom
and Ewell History Explorer: http://epsomandewellhistoryexplorer.org.uk/CleftChinMurder.html
Letters to the Editor. (1944). Manchester Evening News .
Micklewright, A. (1943, April 28th). Jews and Unitarians Left out. Portsmouth Evening News , p. 7.
Norwood Society. (1960, Feb 6). The London Evening News .
Public morality and the criminal law. (1961, Aoril). Retrieved June 2017, from The Eugenics review:
http://europepmc.org/articles/pmc2973067
Unknown. (2017). 1945: Karl Hulten, for the Cleft Chin Murder. Retrieved November 3rd, 2017, from
Executed Today: http://www.executedtoday.com/2013/03/08/karl-hulten-george-orwell-cleft-chinmurder/
Warwick, A. (1972). The Phoenix Suburb. Chippenham: Blue Boar Press .

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
A few weeks ago I attended a lecture at King’s College in the Strand. The
lecturer Orysia Lutsevych is a manager of the Ukraine Forum in the Russia
and Eurasia Programme at Chatham House. She is an expert on social
change and the role of civil society in the transition to democracy. Her lecture
touched on a number of factors that are important in moving towards a
corruption-free mature western democracy and these included civic societies.
In our own country local societies, like The Norwood Society, are small pieces
of the complex jigsaw that contribute to the richness of living in the UK.
Listening to an account of the struggle and difficulties faced by countries like
the Ukraine should make us acknowledge how fortunate we are living in a
generally well run and functioning country. The Struggle for Ukraine (October
2017)
Chatham
House
report
is
available
on-line
at
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/struggle-for-ukraine

I would like to thank all members for your civic contribution by supporting our
work through your membership of the Norwood Society. I would also invite you
to assist us in 2018 in any way you can, by drawing to our attention to
planning issues, attending our monthly meetings or producing articles for The
Norwood Review. Our hard-working committee are open to offers of help; so if
you want to volunteer to be treasurer, might help with our social media, or
would like to give a talk we would be very pleased to hear from you.
JOHN WYER
Peter Austin has just informed us of the death of John Wyer, who was a strong
supporter of the Norwood Society in his day, but who moved away from the
area some years ago. Some members of the society may remember him.

Stuart Hibberd
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SURPRISING NORWOOD CONNECTIONS WITH THE REDGRAVE FAMI
While researching my theatrical family history and the connection with Astley’s
Amphitheatre, I have unearthed a minefield resulting in connections with the
Redgrave family, and additional local connections.
Esther Mary Cooke (stage name Ettie Carlisle) (1874-1923) was the daughter
of Victor Claude Cooke, riding master, granddaughter of William Cooke
equestrian and great granddaughter of Thomas Taplin Cooke who was also
equestrian. Esther was initially a trapeze artist in the family circus troupe
‘Cooke’s Royal Circus’ but later appeared on the stage in the years 1894 to
1908 as Ettie Carlisle.
Esther is found on the censuses from 1881 living with her family in Clapham
(adjacent to the Hider family). But by 1911 she is a coffee house keeper living
at 6 Electric Parade, West Norwood, as a married woman with a son Victor
Redgrave Parrett age four, together with some of the Hider family including a
daughter Minnie. Electric Parade is on Norwood Road
between Ullswater and Harpenden Road, and number
6 is now called ‘The Electric Dining Rooms’ as it was in
the 1920s.
During this period much had happened. In 1903 Esther
(now Ettie) had landed a role in a play starring Roy
Redgrave (real name George Elsworthy Redgrave born
in 1973 in Kennington) and they began living together
as lovers. What she did not know was that Roy was a
well-known philanderer and had already been married
Esther Mary Cooke
(1874-1923)
in 1894 to an actress Ellen Maud Pratt (aka Judith
Kyrle) (born 1884). The latter threatened to ruin their careers, so Roy told Ettie
that he would terminate his marriage, but Ettie, not wanting to be drawn into
the divorce courts, signed with a touring company heading for South Africa.
There she had a whirlwind romance with William Arthur Parrett (aka Cecil
Clayton) born 1871, from the same company (not be confused with another of
a similar name who also became an actor), and they married by special
licence at St George’s cathedral, Durban on 1 November 1903. Roy then
followed her to South Africa, persuading her to return with him to England,
which she did after just two days of marriage. It took some time for the
abandoned Parrett to trace his wife and initiate divorce proceedings.
9
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Meanwhile Roy’s wife Ellen had similarly initiated divorce proceedings on the
grounds of cruelty and adultery and a decree nisi was granted in 1905. In 1907
Ellen made a more stable marriage to a respected industrialist Frederick
John Nettlefold (1833-1913) of Streatham Grove, after the death of his first
wife. By 1908 they lived at Hollybourne 94 Beulah Hill, near Hermitage Road.
Now it was Ettie’s turn to pursue Roy to Australia, where he had been offered
work, and where she performed at least once in Melbourne as a soubrette in a
Williamson musical. On their return to England Ettie discovered she was
pregnant with Roy’s child. However, before Ettie could get Roy to agree to
marriage, he had met yet another actress, Daisy Bertha Mary Scudamore
(later known as Margaret) (born 1880), when cast in the same play at the
Grand Theatre Brighton in June 1907. Daisy was firmly told by Roy that his
first duty was to Ettie and her child, but eventually Roy decided in favour of
Daisy, and Ettie was abandoned. Roy married Daisy on 23 September1907 in
Glasgow while touring in the North of England. (Sir) Michael Redgrave was
born legitimately six months later on 20 March 1908. Ettie’s child was born 25
July 1906 in Australia, and named Victor Redgrave Parrett.
To complete the story, when Michael was five months
old, Daisy joined Roy back in London, but by the end of
1908 he had received an offer of work in Australia.
Daisy and Michael followed him there in 1909, and
Michael was baptised in Melbourne. Roy had begun
drinking and gambling and Daisy was left to pay hotel
bills, so she returned to London with Michael just
before New Year 1911. Neither ever saw Roy again. In
Australia in 1916 Roy had married Mary Seward
Levesche, a rich Irish widow under the name of Royal
Roy Redgrave (1873-1922).

Elsworthy Redgrave which was a bigamous marriage!
During this time, when travelling by ship, Daisy had met a wealthy tea planter
Captain James Patrick Anderson, who was 20 years her senior. He already
had two illegitimate children in Ceylon whom he supported. Daisy became
pregnant with Margaret (Peggy). They eventually lived as a family, but it was
not until they learned of Roy’s death in Australia in 1922 that they married one
month later on 26 June. (Michael hardly knew his real father and did not get on
10
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with his stepfather. It has been reported that it is no wonder he had the
problems he had considering his background). Roy’s death in 1922 aged 49
years had eventually been discovered by the Redgrave family in an obituary in
a Sydney newspaper. They found he had been buried in an unmarked grave
paid for by a Minnie, who may have been the Minnie Hider with whom Ettie
lived in 1911, and who allegedly looked after her son Victor. The family
arranged for a headstone, and when asked for a suitable inscription Michael
suggested simply ‘Roy Redgrave, Actor’.
Members of the Cooke family are buried in West Norwood Cemetery, namely
Victor Claude Cooke’s sister Alice Maude Mary Ann Garstin (1884-1911), and
two sons George Belmore Garstin and Paul Belmore Garstin who both died
before their mother, all actors. Claude born 1869, the son of Alice’s brother
John William Cooke, lived at Brockwell Hall Stables as a stable superintendent
(a link with equestrianism) until his death in 1912, and is also buried with his
family in another part of the cemetery.
Donald Spoto writes in an interesting way about the colourful Redgrave family
in his biography, much of which I have used to write this article. I have,
however, attempted to verify the facts as far as is possible.

Barbara Thomas
References:
Ancestry
The National Archives.
Donald Spoto: The Redgraves: A Family Epic, Robson Press, 2012.
British Newspaper Archive.

CRYSTAL PALACE – a famous sporting venue 1854 to 1901
The legacy of the Great Exhibition in 1851 can be seen today in the
magnificent estate of public buildings in Kensington. The profits funded the
land purchased for the building of the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Science
Museum, the Natural History Museum, the Royal College of Art and the Royal
College of Music and the Royal Albert Hall. The success of the Great
Exhibition and the popularity of the building itself led to a consortium of nine
business men buying it for £70,000 in 1852 and giving it a new permanent
home on the ridge of a hill in South London. The 200-acre landscaped park
that remains, after the destruction of the building in the 1936 fire, is another
significant legacy from 1851.
11
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Queen Victoria opened the building at it new location in June 1854 and
returned to visit the park and see the operation of the fountains on 18 June
1856. The park has a rich and significant sporting heritage from then until
today.
The first serious competitive sport to be played after the official opening was
cricket. The first reported game, on the new cricket ground, was played on 3
June 1857 between Highbury and a team from Hackney. The ground, close to
the Penge entrance to the park, became the home of Crystal Palace Cricket
Club, formed in 1857. The club had a strong fixture list against other
gentlemen’s clubs including Dulwich, Blackheath, Eton Ramblers and
Incogniti. Kent played at the ground, four times. In 1864, 1869 and twice in
1870. The Australian touring side played here eight times between 1880 and
1905. In 1898 the Crystal Palace Company hired W G Grace to form a new
club, on a salary of £600 per annum plus a share of subscriptions and gate
money. As a result London County Cricket Club brought first class cricket to
the park and the Crystal Palace Cricket Club folded in 1900. Grace’s new club
were about to start their competitive third season the month after Spurs’
famous FA Cup win. The season before, Grace had lost his wicket at the
ground to an occasional MMC bowler, a certain Dr Arthur Conan Doyle.
In 1861 the Crystal Palace
cricketers
had
been
instrumental in the formation
of the first Crystal Palace
Football Club. This club was
not related to the present
day CPFC which was not
formed until 1905. The first
Crystal Palace Football Club
was made up of former
public school boys and the
sons of local upper middle
class families. This club
played on the cricket ground. The players included Walter Dorling the stepbrother of Mrs Beeton and son of the clerk of Epsom racecourse; Percival
Currey, the son of the architect of St Thomas’s hospital; and the CPFC and
12
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England player Charles Eastlake Smith, a nephew of Lady Eastlake. She was
a friend of Charles Dickens and who the hallucinating J M W Turner said he
had seen on his deathbed in 1851. The club played in the first ever FA Cup
competition and reached the semi-finals in 1871/72, but folded in 1876. The
current Crystal Palace FC was not formed until 1905 so at the time of the 1901
final there was no CPFC in existence.
In 1894 a decision was made to grass over both of the enormous fountain
basins. The northern basin became the home of a new banked cycle track
opened in 1896, now the site of the Crystal Palace National Sports Centre.
Cycle races had featured in the park from 1869 when French and British
cyclists competed on velocipedes. A cinder track in the 1880s hosted
numerous events including in 1883 a record-breaking 100-mile tricycle race
won by local resident Alfred Nixon. He was the first man to travel between
Land’s End and John o’ Groats on a tricycle in 1882.
Football returned to the park in 1895 in the form of the most important football
competition in the country. The southern basin became the new home of the
FA Cup final. The first final was a West Midlands derby, which Aston Villa won
by the only goal against West Bromwich Albion. The 1901 final was the
seventh to be played at the ground. The FA Cup winners at the Crystal Palace
before 1901 were, Aston Villa, twice, both Sheffield clubs, Nottingham Forest
and Bury.
The new ground was also used for England-Scotland internationals. The first
game was played on 3 April 1897, Scotland winning 2-1. After a 2-2 draw in
1901 England won the two other games 1-0 and 2-0 in 1905 and 1909.
Important amateur games were played at the Crystal Palace including the
1898 the FA Amateur Cup Final when Middlesbrough beat Uxbridge 2-1.
The Crystal Palace park was also the venue for many other sports. The
original design of the park include an archery ground described in the 1856
guide as having targets set at various distances upon a slope supported by a
marquee with all the necessary “appliances of the noble pastime of archery.”
Croquet was another genteel sport that was very popular in the mid-19th
century. The All England Croquet Club’s first annual tournament was held on
at the cricket field on 14 and 15 July 1869.

13
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The cricket field was also the venue for two baseball games in 1874 of the
Boston Red Stockings and Philadelphia Athletics in the 1874 tour of Britain
and Ireland. The Boston Red Stockings franchise is today held by the Atlanta
Braves. One of the Boston players was Al Spalding, the founder of the sports
goods company. Seven years earlier in 1867, Canadian teams demonstrated
lacrosse on the cricket field.
Athletics events were a regular feature, many organised by the Crystal Palace
Cricket Club and the Crystal Palace Athletic Club. On 1 August 1866 W G
Grace won the 440 yards hurdle, finished fifth in the 176 yards flat race and
led the half-mile race for the first 100 yards before retiring. This might not be
exceptional or extraordinary other than the fact that he did this in the middle of
a cricket match in which he was playing for an England XI against Surrey at
the Oval. The England captain, Vyell Edward Walker, gave the 18-year-old
Grace permission to travel across south London to take part in the athletics.
In 1875 and 1878 the One Mile Swimming Championship of England took
place in the boating lake. The winner on both occasions was Horace
Davenport, a contemporary of Captain Webb, the first man to swim the
Channel.
A snow shoes race being demonstrated by members of the Canadian Iroquois
lacrosse team at the Crystal Palace in August 1867 – in the background is the
new cricket pavilion completed in 1865 at the cost of £664.

Illustrated London News, Saturday,
August 17, 1867; pg. 171; Issue
1441

Stuart Hibberd
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MEMORIES OF THE HORNIMAN MUSEUM AND CRYSTAL PALACE
Sometime about the end of the First World War I recall a very favourite thing to
do in our family during the summer holidays was to go on an expedition to the
Horniman Museum. With my younger sister, Dorothy, and two older ones,
Celestine and Kate, we would set out, complete with sandwiches, to walk from
our home, which was not very far from Penge East railway station. We passed
through Kirkdale and kept straight ahead where we came to a junction of
roads with an old tree in the middle surrounded by a wooden seat.
A young newly-married policeman from Penge police station lived next door to
us, and when he was on night duty his devoted wife would often run up to this
tree with a hot meal at midnight, where he would be eagerly waiting. Quite a
distance for her to go and then return to an empty house!
The tree has long since gone, and the junction is now a swirl of cars going this
way and that. Past the tree was a lane, Eliot Bank, leading right on to
Horniman.
After a brief rest we would walk round the gardens and select a very secluded
spot in which to consume our sandwiches. I don't think it was very much
encouraged, though no one ever approached us and we were extremely
discreet anyway.
Then into the museum we all went. I can't tell you what we saw. Eighty odd
years and many museums since have blended them together. But there is one
thing I have not forgotten.
Celestine and Kate were four and eight years older than I was and therefore in
charge of the party. Dorothy and I noticed them giggling into a case and we
hurried up to join them. To our astonishment they pushed us along to the next
case, saying that we were too young to understand. Of course that made us
determined, and waiting until they were well ahead we investigated and
discovered a foetus from a small animal.
Having no idea what a foetus was and anxious to join in the fun we hurried
along to ask them. They were horrified at what we had done and made us
promise not to mention it to our mother when we got home. In return they told
us that a foetus was something NEVER talked about in nice families and there
we had to leave it.
15
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Not so very long after, Dorothy give me quite a good answer considering her
youth, but I had to promise that I wouldn't tell Mother that we knew! Come to
think of it I don't believe that Mother knew either! Well anyway I never told her!
Also I recall the kindness shown by the attendants
to children. They would often join them and help
them to understand, or advise them on things not
to be missed. At 3.45pm they would remind us to
assemble before their big German clock. When it
struck 4pm a small door opened and 12 disciples
came out and slowly revolved to the other side of
the clock, bowing their heads to a figure of Jesus
before disappearing through a door on the other
side. The last one, however, turned his back on
Jesus - and we all knew what his name was!
On Sunday evenings in the summer various
bands played in the grounds where a bandstand
was erected. My brother was a member of the
Dorothy, left & Winnifred.
Crystal Palace Band and they performed in
different public parks every Sunday during the
season. He often took me with him when it was at the Horniman and let me
carry his trombone home afterward, which I considered to be a great honour!
In those days people wore their best on Sunday and the crowds seated
around the bandstand and milling around on the outskirts were no exception
and made a lovely background for the occasion. Children too wore their best
and were not allowed to run round madly shrieking, but behaved like little
human beings having a good time.
I can still see the elegant freshly painted bandstand in my mind's eye and the
Crystal Palace Bandsmen; smartly seated with straight backs and immaculate
uniforms of scarlet, and they would have been a credit to any regiment. How
proud I was if, after the band had played several items, my brother rose and
came to the front of the bandstand. Raising his instrument the sweet sad notes
of an Edwardian ballad rang through the air, tearing at our hearts, or perhaps
something from Gilbert and Sullivan or the Student Prince. Then the applause
was curbed by a movement of his hand, and he raised his instrument again for
what he called his party piece and never undertaken by the timid. I can't
remember its name or composer, but can still hear and see him play it. It
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sounded like the death throes of a prehistoric monster and needed violent
manipulation of the trombone slide (or was that part of the act?). Then it came
to an end with the lowest note that was ever heard - and didn't we all love it! I
wanted to stand up and tell everyone "He's my brother, and he's got the cup
for the championship of the Southern Counties!" However I had to be content
to join in the thunderous applause that always followed his "party piece." Then
suddenly he had disappeared and was seated among the other bandsmen
again and the conductor raised his baton for the next item.
I was playing an Intermezzo by Leoncavallo (1858-1919) on the piano one day
when Leonard came into the room. When I had finished he showed me one or
two improvements I could make, and said that he had to play it as a solo once
and Leoncavallo himself had complimented him, saying he had never heard it
played better! I was so delighted that I never thought to ask him all the details
about it. I can only guess that the great composer was judging a competition could it have been the Southern Counties Cup? However, I am so glad to keep
alive the words he spoke to Leonard.
Eventually Leonard's daily work took him to Birmingham where he was quickly
absorbed in their regimental band life. Once when I was staying there he
showed me about six elegant jackets from different regiments hanging in a
wardrobe. Whenever a band had a special event and felt the need, a phone
call to Leonard, and he would don the right jacket and join them for the
occasion. Some years later he became a conductor and the jacket for this
would have been a credit to Prince Charming in a first class pantomime! And
he kept a figure to match all his life!
We had many happy days at the Crystal Palace, which was also close to our
home, and we were able to watch on a Thursday evening the high fireworks
during a fantastic display, which took place on a terrace in front of their
restaurant. I believe it was four shillings to go in, so we had to content
ourselves with all we could see from our bedroom windows. Someone did take
me on one occasion, and this time the set piece was the Great Fire of London.
First a long row of houses of that period was picked out and illuminated with
the bustle of life going on - carts, horses and figures moving along. Then came
a small flicker at one end, flaring up and jumping from one building to another
until there was just one enormous noisy blaze from one end to the other. I was
very frightened as it all seemed so real, and I was really pleased to join the
others at the window a week later!
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My earliest recollection of the Crystal Palace was in 1911 when I was three
years old. The Salvation Army had organised a great festival for all its
members worldwide, and it was to take place in the Crystal Palace grounds. I
can remember buildings dotted about with the very large name of a country
over the entrance and I went in one labelled AFRICA. Henceforth I could
always read "Africa" when I came across it, but of the wonderful things inside I
can tell you nothing!

Winnifred at the piano.

I can clearly remember climbing up steps
to seating under a canopy and a
procession passing by of various
Salvation Army activities and bands.
There were a number of hideous idols of
giant size, which I didn't like at all. Then
my oldest sister, Nellie, who had taken
me to the event, told me to watch for the
star turn about to take place. General
Booth himself was going to pass by in an
open car! "You mustn't miss this," she
said "it is a piece of history, and you will
be so glad to have seen him when you
are an old lady." Well now I am, and I
think it is the best thing I can offer you as
my claim to fame! I gazed intently as his
car passed by to the cheers and
applause of all watching, a very old white
bearded man waving his hand to let us

know how happy he was.
Some years later I would go to the Crystal Palace for the finals of the Bands
Championship for all England. I think three bands would be ready to play it out
in the evening in the great centre transept. The atmosphere was electric and
when the Crystal Palace Band actually won the Trophy in 1921, to my
astonishment the bandsmen forgot their straight backs and stiff upper lips and
waved and danced and shouted and hugged one another. But not for long - a
movement by the conductor with his baton and they were all in line ready to
receive the "Grand Shield" much coveted by every band in England.
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My uncle, Frederick Canning, was a member of the Crystal Palace Orchestral
Society and played the violin. Now and again he would give me a ticket for one
of the events, which were just out of this world. My favourite was Handel's
Messiah and no words of mine could do it justice. I sat in another dimension
until the Hallelujah Chorus ended and I remembered which planet I belonged
to.
From about 1920 for a number of years uncle Fred would arrive at our house
with his violin to practise and I would accompany him on the piano. I became
familiar with a great deal of the classics, but I didn't always enjoy it. He was a
perfectionist and so we sometimes had to stick on a few bars until he got it to
his satisfaction. Of course there were the occasions when we could go full
pelt, but it was usually strictly business when he came.
On 30 November 1936 he was an elderly member (born 1860) of the Crystal
Palace Orchestra who were rehearsing in the Garden Hall of the Palace. He
said that someone came in and told them to get out quickly "and don't stop to
get your gear." They just managed to keep ahead of the flames, which were
spreading rapidly, but the car in which he had travelled to the Palace was
already burnt out.
I stood with a small crowd on a hillside in Surrey and watched the bright patch
of light many miles away and listened to the radio commentary -- and
everybody cried!
And now when I think about what a mess the old Palace is 63 years later, a
lump comes back into my throat again, and I feel frightened at what could
happen to her. I want to see the Crystal Palace leading the world again with
musical concerts of every description starting with the greatest classics of
yore. Then a high standard of activities and entertainment to suit everyone,
and a special corner for inventors to meet and try out their very own theories.
Then perhaps Her Majesty the Queen will make a note in her diary that it is a
“must” for all her special guests to come and see, just as her great-greatgrandmother, Her Majesty Queen Victoria used to do about 140 years ago.

Winnifred K Goffin

September 1999
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Planning Notes
Queen’s Hotel, Church Road

This application for a massive enlargement of the existing hotel was the
subject of a report in the last edition of the Review. Subsequently the owners
made some modifications to the original design in an attempt to alleviate the
fears of local residents concerning the effect of the new buildings on their
amenities, but they made no attempt to address, either in whole or in part, any
of the other objections raised. The application was heard at a meeting of the
Croydon council planning committee on 19 October. For once there was a
lengthy and lively debate on the merits and demerits of the scheme, with
effective contributions by Cllr Steve O’Connell on behalf of the GLC and Cllr
Patsy Cummings, the newly elected Labour councillor for the ward, both of
whom vigorously opposed the scheme. I attended the meeting on behalf of the
Norwood Society and also spoke in opposition, as well as a representative of
the local residents, who turned up in some numbers. Despite the vigorous
endorsement of the chairman of the committee, Cllr Paul Scott, who made no
secret of his enthusiastic approval of the proposals, two of the Labour
councillors broke ranks and voted with the opposition, thus ensuring a refusal
of planning permission, on the grounds that the size, height and massing of
the new buildings would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the
conservation area and that the increase in traffic would cause a serious rise in
the existing parking stress on neighbouring streets. The owners will no doubt
now either submit a fresh, modified application or appeal against the decision,
or possibly do both.
Rear of 110 Auckland Road and 4 Sylvan Road
We objected earlier to this “wrap around” application for the erection of two
buildings, including in all nine flats, on a crescent shaped strip of land running
behind St. John’s Church from Auckland Road to Sylvan Road, on the grounds
that the erection of two blocks of flats would represent an overdevelopment of
this restricted site, that the standard of the design of the proposed new blocks
was below that appropriate for a conservation area, and that the very narrow
single carriageway entrance to the site was likely to cause problems for the
entrance and exit of public service vehicles. Permission was refused on the
grounds that the siting, massing and design of the development would have a
detrimental effect on the architectural and historic character and the setting of
an adjacent listed building, St. John’s church, and those qualities that
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contribute to its listed status and particular character. We understand that the
developers have now appealed against refusal. The appeal is to be decided by
written representations.
19-23 Clifford Road
This application involves the erection of a block of flats in the South Norwood
conservation area, across the street from the railway line just to the south-west
of Norwood Junction station. The proposals envisage the creation of 17 onebedroom and two studio flats, partially inside existing Victorian buildings
whose facades are to be retained, apparently at the request of the local
authority, as part of the development. We found the proposals very
disappointing, for a number of reasons. Firstly, in spite of the shortage in the
borough of good quality family accommodation, the development would
consist entirely of one bedroom accommodation, no doubt maximising the
profits of the developers but failing to provide the mix of accommodation which
is needed. Secondly, the development would cover virtually the whole of the
site, leaving very little amenity space for future residents. Thirdly, the original
Victorian timber double-hung sashes are to be replaced with grey aluminium
frames, contrary to the conservation area policy. Fourthly, the windows of at
least three of the new flats are partially sunk below ground level, leading to
inadequate daylight and sunlight to these flats. We have objected and await
the decision.
The Homestead, Gibson’s Hill
These proposals envisage the demolition of the house which currently
occupies the site and its replacement by a block of six three-bedroom, two
two-bedroom and one four-bedroom flats. For once there is a reasonable mix
of accommodation proposed. However, there is nothing much more to
commend the application. The new building would be a late Georgian pastiche
incorporating some of the features of the nearby (genuine) St. Joseph’s
College; it would, by reason of its size and massing, be overlarge and
overdominant in the local context and there would be insufficient amenity
space (only balconies for the occupiers on the upper floors and nothing at all
for those on the ground floor

Philip Goddard
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Local History News
Recent Meetings: The September talk was by Colin Fenn concerning his
research of St George’s Hanover Square burials and subsequent re-burials at
West Norwood cemetery. This was well received, giving not only an interesting
insight into the life of 19th century Bayswater, but also the political
machinations that prompted the re-burials.
On October 19 Stuart Hibberd delved into the ‘The sporting history of the
Crystal Palace in the 1860s and 1870s’ including the first Crystal Palace
Football Club. Stuart’s thorough research and his ability to engage with the
audience made it interesting even for those who are not particularly fans of
sport.
The title for Stephen Oxford’s talk on 16 November was one of mystery - ‘The
Nostradamus of South Norwood’. All became clear when Stephen explored
the forgotten people who were important to the past community around South
Norwood Hill. The Nostradamus was revealed to be William Stanley who, in
the first decade of the 19th century, had made incredible predictions, some
true, which included the credit card.
Our meetings are held in the first floor ‘lecture room’ of the Upper Norwood
library and are well attended. The Library Trust staff are helpful in facilitating
this excellent venue. The acoustics could be better but this matter is in hand
by the Trust. The room is capable of comfortably accommodating a large
audience.
We are preparing a varied and interesting programme of speakers for 2018,
details of which will shortly appear on our website and may be found on the
leaflet in with this Review. We had hoped to include more local speakers from
among audience members, but it seems many are still inhibited in putting
themselves forward! We are also working to prepare a greater variety of
information on the Society’s website (www.norwoodsociety.co.uk) to include
past copies of the Society’s ‘Norwood Review’ and details of the burials in St
Luke’s West Norwood church yard.
Talks to other organisations: A talk was recently given to the Chatsworth
Baptist Church fellowship group on the development of West Norwood, and
also one to The Phoenix Centre’s senior citizens group about ‘The Triangle’. In
February we have agreed to talk to the Crystal Palace and Penge W I about
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the Norwood Society and the Plaques Project. This is part of our outreach
work which we consider important in fulfilling our educational objectives.
The Triangle Plaques: When the project was launched in June we attempted
to interest the press but without success. However, the Evening Standard has
noticed the plaques, and in a feature about local shopping areas including
‘The Triangle’ on 8 November they wrote “The community energy does not
end there. Using Lottery funds, The Norwood Society has established blue
plaques over the shop fronts to
commemorate former trades and
traders”. It is unfortunate that the
source of funding was misrepresented,
as it was funded wholly by the Society
as part of our efforts to bring our
existence and purpose to a wider
public.
The plaques are still popular with many
positive comments and we are pleased
that the vast majority of shops have
retained them. Even more gratifying is
that the new owner of the shop at 85
Church Road has been inspired to use the name on the plaque for the name
of their clothing and gift shop – ‘elkins’. The plaque reads: “HANNAH
ELKINS/Wardrobe dealer/traded here/1880-1892”.
Opposite this shop is number 68
where Peri has moved his
successful and interesting shop
‘Coconut Trading’. Peri asked us
to give him the plaque when he
anticipated moving to these
premises which were being
refurbished in June. Now moved
in, he has proudly sited the plaque
prominently in the window. This
shop still has the trap door to the
cellar in the floor as did many
shops in the Triangle in the past.

Coconut Trading, 68 Church Road. © Alun Thomas.
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It is to be hoped that there will be no repetition of the accident which was
reported in the Croydon Advertiser of 30 January 1875.
Richard Butt, aged 76, and his wife, of Parchmore Road, Thornton Heath went
to the shop of Mr Garnham, oil and colourman at 18 Westow Hill. At around
8.15 pm. Mrs Butt went into the shop to buy some starch leaving Mr Butt
outside talking to an acquaintance. When Mrs Butt came out she realised she
had bought blue instead of white starch and went back to exchange it. Mr
Butt followed her into the shop, “passing the compliments of the season with
Mr Garnham, when he stepped back and fell through the trap door in the
floor”. Mrs Butt said she had noticed the trapdoor but her husband had not,
and Mr Butt suffered a broken thigh and was taken to Duppas Hill Infirmary in
a cab. Unfortunately, Mr Butt was a “feeble old man” and died two weeks after
the accident. When the newspaper reported the resulting inquest Mr Garnham
pointed out that the Butts entered the shop after normal “business hours…
(when the) assistants were taking goods from a cart, and articles were being
placed in a cellar through a trap door in the floor of the shop”. It was noted that
the shop was lit by six gas-burners. You may be relieved for Mr Garnham’s
sake that no blame was attached to him, and a verdict of accidental death was
recorded. The moral of this is not to enter a shop outside normal business,
and if you are a feeble old man look before you step back!
Lambeth Archives: The future of the Archives, presently situated within the
Minet library at Brixton, has been subject to a lengthy inquiry and consultation.
We are relieved to report that Lambeth Council has fully taken into account the
suggestions of the Lambeth Local History Forum, of which the Norwood
Society is a member. The Lambeth councillors, in recognition of the
importance of the heritage of the borough, have made a decision that ensures
the future of the borough’s excellent archives service which is to be in a
dedicated building in Kennington Lane. The next stage is a feasibility study
before the final design etc can be decided upon. This will no doubt be a
lengthy process, but one in which Bill Linsky the chair of the LLHF intends to
be involved as a representative of all local societies.

Barbara and Alun Thomas
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THE 'LOFTY' FAMILY
The following is the tragic tale of two more of the
nearly 900 pauper children who are buried in
unmarked graves in All Saint’s church yard, Upper
Norwood. George James Lofty was born in Hope
Place in the parish of St Mary Whitechapel in the
county of Middlesex in January 1841. His parents
George Lofty and Emma, Ann Lofty, nee Brown,
were married in St Dunstan's Church Stepney on 8
May 1835. George's father was born in Tower
Hamlets in 1812; he was a shoemaker by trade
who was assisted by his wife Emma.
The Lofty's second child, a daughter Eliza Ann, was
born 21 January 1844 in Bishopsgate Workhouse and baptised at St
Botolph's, Bishopsgate at the age of three weeks on the 14 of February 1844.
Some financial misfortune must have befallen the Lofty household during the
early 1840s as Eliza Ann was born in a workhouse and at some point before
1848 both children were to be found in Mr Aubin's Infant Poor Establishment
on Westow Hill. There is no record of the parents or the family as a whole,
(which often happened at the time), being admitted to a Workhouse. In-spite
of the generally good conditions in Mr Aubin's establishment both children
succumbed to illness and sadly died within three weeks of each other.
As children born into poverty George and Eliza would have had a poor diet
and lived in very basic conditions exposing them to the risk of illness and
serious infection such as cholera. Life expectancy in the mid 1800s varied
greatly across the country. Death rates were often much higher in poor urban
areas, sometimes exceeding more than ten times in the worst urban districts
such as Bishopgate.
George died at 4pm on 28 January 1848, his death certificate, a most unusual
find for one of the London District Poor House children, stating his death was
the result of diarrhoea, from which he had been suffering from for three weeks!
His diarrhoea was actually a symptom of the disease that actually caused his
death, most likely cholera which was prevalent in poorer areas of the East End
London at that time. His death which was witnessed by Esther Roberts, who
was employed by Mr Aubin probably as a nurse. At the time of the 1841
25

NORWOOD REVIEW

WINTER 2017

census there was a surgeon, 26 year old Edwin Monk and seven nurses
employed by Mr Aubin.
Eliza died at 9am on February 17 with both measles and gastro enteritis the
certified causes of death. Measles was almost unstoppable in the cramped
living conditions of the east end, which allowed the virus to spread quickly.
Many victims died of complications such as meningitis or pneumonia. Again
Esther Roberts was present at her death and placed her mark 'X' on both of
the children's death certificates.
The Loftys went on to survive the harsh conditions of the east End and by the
time of the 1851 census George and Emma had moved to 25 Melina Place,
South Hackney. George was still working as a shoe maker with Emma
recorded as a shoe binder. They had brought two more children into the
world, Louisa, born in 1848 and Thomas 1850.
By 1861 they had two further
children, Isabella 1855, and Joseph
1857. The family business was
unchanged with daughter Louisa
supplementing the family income
making elasticated gaiters. They
had moved again but still lived in
Shoreditch.
Louisa went on to marry William
Gibbs, a horse keeper of Union
Street, in 1879. Thomas became a
shoe maker, like his father, living in
lodgings in 1871 in Whitecross Place, Bishopgate.
By 1881 Joseph was living in lodgings at 165 Hanbury Street, of Jack the
Ripper infamy! He had moved in with his sister Isabella, a fancy box maker,
and her husband Jonas Henry Dear, a French polisher, at 35 Austin Street,
Bethnal Green by 1891. Joseph married Jane Hoff, a widow aged 34, at St
Philip's Church, Bethnal Green in April 1893. Both their parents were
recorded as 'Boot makers’ and Thomas a 'Boot Finisher'. Both signed the
certificate with their mark 'X'. Joseph had become a dock labourer by the time
he married Mary Ann Matthews in September 1919 in Bethnal Green; both
had been widowed by that time. Neither could sign their own names as both
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signed the certificate with the mark 'X'. According to the marriage certificate
his father George, a boot maker, was deceased.
Isabella and Jonas were sharing a property in Godfreys Place, Bethnal Green
by 1881, where they lived with their daughter Susan and unnamed baby
daughter. In 1901 Isabella and Jonas and their daughter, Harriett, were
sharing a property at 40 Coborn Road, Mile End. Harriett had joined her
mother in making paper boxes.
Isabella and Jonas were living at 28 Goring
Street, Aldgate in 1911 by which time they had
had six children, but unfortunately only one,
Harriett was still alive. Jonas died in 1916 aged
70. Isabella lived on until 1932 when she was
aged 77.
George James and Eliza Ann were most
unfortunate being born at a time when the Lofty
family were probably just scraping a living and
residing in cramped accommodation where
they probably caught the infections that killed
them. However how they came to arrive at Mr
Aubin's establishment remains a mystery.
The location of Mr Aubin's establishment might have been down to the
availability of cheap land; Maddock however claimed that the death rate for the
area of Sydenham, including Upper Norwood, was lower in proportion to any
other district of London. He further claimed that even when major outbreaks of
contagious diseases such as cholera were rife, Sydenham was entirely free
from their visitation. Longevity was common in the area.
The health of the population of Sydenham he puts down to the 'pure air' found
there and the lack of humidity or fogs occurring in the vicinity. Children and
the old he thought particularly benefitted from the local climate and, he
claimed, children already infected if moved to the area would receive
permanent benefit to their health. Maddock's assertion of the benefits of the
Sydenham climate probably gave rise to the locally well known poster 'The
Fresh Air Suburb'.

Stephen Oxford
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NOTES FROM THE NORWOODS
SUBLIME STRUCTURES AT CRYSTAL PALACE PARK
A new project called 'Sublime Structures at Crystal Palace park' is set to
enable local young people and families to discover and celebrate the
extraordinary legacy of design and engineering innovation found within the
park.
Organisers Our Hut say: "Through primary and secondary school workshops
and family days, we will be investigating a mixture of existing buildings,
surviving features, archaeological clues and archival material including:
Joseph Paxton’s innovative Crystal Palace the soaring Crystal Palace
Transmitter – the ‘Eiffel Tower of South London’ the secret spaces of the
Victorian Crystal Palace Station Subway and the complex geometric concrete
structure of the National Sports Centre."
Online teaching resources will help teachers to carry out work on Crystal
Palace Park independently in the future. They add.
"The creation of a fun orienteering pack will be a resource for parents and
carers to help families get the most from their visits to one of South London’s
gems."
Our Hut is now looking for a small team of volunteers to work on researching
the built heritage in Crystal Palace park to provide information packs for the
teachers’ resource.
If you are interested in joining the team, please email for further details.
ourhut@hotmail.com
FREE TREES IN BROMLEY
Bromley council are offering community groups, schools or religious groups in
the borough trees to plant in their grounds to make the borough even greener.
Each 60cm tree is supplied with a cane and protective planting spiral and you
can chose from 15 species ranging from field maple, common crab apple, goat
willow, mountain ash and bird cherry if you have a suitable smaller space or
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hornbeam, silver birch, English oak, wild cherry or green beech if you have
more land.
Or perhaps you even have room for a wildlife and shrubs pack comprising five
each of hazel, dog rose, common privet, grey willow and common dog wood
trees, i.e. 50 in total to create your very own mini woodland habitat!
Whether you just want one or two specimen trees or wish to plant a small
coppice please email csc@bromley.gov.uk or ring 0300 303 8658 for further
details. Allocation of the trees will, of course, be subject to availability.
A PLANNED DAYTIME BONFIRE BAN IN CROYDON
Croydon council are consulting residents on whether they want a daytime ban
on garden bonfires (6am to sunset) as part of measures to tackle air pollution.
The council consulted local residents, businesses, health professionals and
campaign groups on a draft air quality action plan for two months over the
summer, receiving 599 responses. Results from this consultation included
72% of respondents agreeing the council should consult on extending its
smoke-free zone across the borough, plus 84% wanting more enforcement
action against drivers who leave their parked cars running.
The proposals, agreed at a council cabinet meeting on Monday November
21st, are subject to an eight-week statutory consultation with the Mayor of
London, the Secretary of State and Transport for London. For more
information about the plan, please visit the council website.
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/ (Source: Croydon council press release).
THE GRAPE AND GRAIN
The Grape and Grain public house at the top of Anerley Hill is currently closed
pending a fresh planning application from owners Wetherspoon's. Elsewhere
the White Hart on the corner of Westow Street and Church Road has just
undergone a major refurbishment, as has the Harvester at the top of Spa Hill.
MP’s FIRST EVER BATWALK – AT WEST NORWOOD
West Norwood cemetery, which plans to introduce nature walks to make it
clear to the local community the site is a unique community and ecological
asset, began their campaign with its first-ever bat walk for MP Helen Hayes.
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Helen, the MP for Dulwich and West Norwood, is “species champion” for the
Common Pipistrelle bat and a keen supporter of local initiatives to promote
and support bats in the UK. As Helen learned what The Bat Conservation
Trust and Lambeth are doing for the conservation of bats in her constituency,
she tweeted: “Thanks for amazing bat walk this evening in beautiful West
Norwood cemetery; we detected common and soprano Pipistrelle bats.
“Watching the aerial acrobatics of Pipistrelles as they hunt insects at night is a
pleasure that everyone should have the opportunity to witness.
“I am delighted to add my voice to that of Bat Conservation Trust in order to
speak up for these wonderful but sadly undervalued and misunderstood
animals” Helen added.
Dr. Iain Boulton, parks project officer, said: “Lambeth’s residents are
fascinated by bats, and we’ve always had a very good turnout for bat walks,
usually run in partnership with Lambeth’s many ‘Friends of’ groups.
"As well as hearing the bats using bat detectors, then seeing them flying
around over their heads which is always a joy, especially for children of all
ages, it’s the ideal opportunity to provide information, help remove many of the
misconceptions about our bats, and also enables us to encourage residents to
do their bit to protect and encourage bats.
To be on the mailing list for details of Bat Walks in 2018, to ask about a bat
walk, book a place on one, or suggest one in their local park or open space,
email parks@lambeth.gov.uk or iboulton@lambeth.gov.uk (Source: Lambeth
council’s Love Lambeth website).
CLLR JOHN WENTWORTH / CLLR WAYNE TRAKAS-LAWLOR
Two familiar faces will not be seeking re-election to Croydon council next May.
Cllr John Wentworth (Lab, Upper Norwood) and Cllr Wayne Trakas-Lawlor
(Lab, South Norwood) have both confirmed they will be standing down.

Jerry Green
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BEMERTON LODGE AND MRS BARTON McGUCKIN
On 21st May 1920,
the 61-year old
widow
of
the
distinguished Irish
operatic
tenor
Barton McGuckin
passed away at
Bemerton
Lodge
nursing home oin
Beulah Hill. Marie
(or Maria) Amelia
Swift Hume was
the eldest daughter
of a prosperous
Edinburgh plumber
Robert Hume. Born
Annahill Villa, Grange Road, Edinburgh. © I Anderson.
in 1859, she had
been brought up in her father’s newly built home in Grange Road, in the
expanding southern suburbs of Edinburgh; her father had named the house
Annahill Villa, after his wife, Marie’s mother, Anna Hill.
Marie married Barton McGuckin in 1879 at St Saviour’s, Paddington, London.
As the Dundee Evening Telegraph of Wednesday 3rd December reported:
The young and celebrated tenor Mr Barton McGuckin was married on
Saturday to a wealthy young lady, Miss Maria Amelia Hume, of Edinburgh, to
whom he has been for some time engaged. The honeymoon will, sensibly
enough, be short, as Mr McGuckin will sing at St James’s Hall tomorrow.
We do not know how Marie met her future husband, but her father, as well as
being a successful plumber, was a man of many artistic interests, displaying
his orchids at flower shows, being one of the early members of the
Philosophical Institution of Edinburgh, and enjoying friendships with some of
the city’s leading citizens. Marie’s marriage to Barton was to lead to two of her
sisters also marrying musicians in London, presumably through Barton’s
introductions; in 1882 her sister Eva married Frederic King, and in 1884
Jemima married Arthur Oswald, both men being Professors at the Royal
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Academy of Music. Marie would have recalled that both her husband and her
son-in-law Arthur had been in the choirs which sang at the coronations of
Edward VII in 1902 (when Elgar’s Coronation Ode including Land of Hope and
Glory was sung) and of George V in 1911.
Barton had made a
name for himself as
one of the UK’s
leading tenors. Not
far from Bemerton
Lodge stood the
Crystal
Palace
where Barton had
made his singing
debut in its 1875
concert series, and
Figure 1 Bemerton Lodge, Beulah Hill as it is today. © S Oxford
where, in 1879,
shortly before their
marriage, he was a soloist in a performance of Mendelssohn’s Lobgesang
(Hymn of Praise). He sang with the Carl Rosa Opera Company for many
years, and, among many noticeable achievements sang Faust in Berlioz’s
Damnation of Faust, Don Jose in Carmen, and the title roles in Lohengrin and
Sullivan’s Ivanhoe. He sang before Queen Victoria at Balmoral, and performed
in both Australia and the United States. There had later been a spell in Ireland,
during which time he conducted orchestral concerts at the Irish Exhibition of
1908. He returned to England, and was living at Stoke Poges when he died of
heart problems in 1913, leaving Marie widowed at the age of 53.
Bemerton Lodge, number 11 Beulah Hill, was one of a pair of semi-detached
villas built in 1862 at the junction with (another!) Grange Road. It served as a
nursing home for many years, but closed in 1955 and was converted into flats.
In 1976 the pair of houses 9 and 11 became ‘Cintra House’, with eleven flats.
It was not very far along South Norwood Hill to Bemerton Lodge from 263
Portland Road where her daughter Alma lived with her husband Henry
Andrews. Henry ran a jewellery business and Marie would recall how it was
through her financial help that he had been able to set up business on his
own. Alma had provided her mother with two grandchildren, Joyce (born 1912)
and Raymond (born 1916).
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Alma (born 1880) had suffered from a
serious eye problem during her childhood,
and her parents had had to pay £80 to a
specialist for a consultation and an
operation to save her sight. Fortunately,
the operation was successful. Such an
expense was barely affordable, for Barton
had suffered from periods of ill health
during which there was no income, and
the opera company, for which he worked,
the Carl Rosa Opera Company, was in
financial problems for several years. More

expense had arisen in educating their two
sons, Noel (born 1883) and Leo (born
1890). The description of Marie as a
‘wealthy young lady’ was no longer accurate: she was neither young nor
wealthy.
The McGuckin family c1894: Noel, Marie,
Alma,
Barton, Leo.

Her elder son Noel had been a delicate boy, and his parents spent
considerable sums on doctors’ fees, his education and in training him for the
stage. He chose the stage name Noel Fleming, and earned a good reputation
as an actor and singer. He met the actress Constance Fleming Johnstone
through his work, and they married in 1902. Constance was the sister of
Reginald Fleming Johnstone who in 1919 was to become private tutor to the
last emperor of China, and whose story has since been told in the film The
Last Emperor, with Reginald portrayed by Peter O’Toole. Constance and Noel
had a daughter Rosemary in 1903, and for a while things seemed to go well.
The West Australian of 3 March 1912 recalled an earlier concert performance
in the Albert Hall, London, of the musical The Chocolate Soldier in which Noel
had sung. When he came on stage to sing his first song, the crowd hushed;
but in the front row were his wife and daughter, a mere toddler, who spotted
him and shouted out in a gleeful voice “There’s daddy! See him, mummy, in
his good clothes!”. Sadly, the marriage later deteriorated, and Noel became
violent towards his wife. Eventually, in 1910, Constance successfully sued for
divorce. During WW1 Noel enrolled in the Royal Fusiliers in December 1914,
but was discharged due to illness, ‘unfit for further military service’ in
September 1915. He spent some time in the Royal Hospital Chelsea, and was
awarded a Silver War Badge. After discharge he returned to the stage, but
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later suffered from depression and severe leg pains, and was unable to obtain
work. Unwilling to borrow from his friends, he was reduced to selling matches
in Piccadilly Circus before being rescued by a former stage colleague Fraser
Gange who spotted him and brought him back to his singing career in 1923.
According to the Hull Daily Mail of 11th January 1923, he sang on that
occasion the song If winter comes, which had been written for the Hull
pantomime, but whose words were quite appropriate considering his recent
experiences:
If winter comes and all your skies are grey, though gloomy shadows fall across
your way,
Don’t sit and dream of the days gone by, when life was young and hope was
high.
If winter comes with bitter hail and snow, and there is frost upon the pane,
Then just trudge along with a smile and a song. Summer will come again.
Marie’s second son Leo had made poor progress at his first two schools, in
Oxford and in Buckingham. In an attempt to remedy the situation, his parents
decided to send him to Dollar Academy in Scotland for three years. To finance
this, they applied to the trustees of the estate of Marie’s late father Robert
Hume, and were awarded £80 per annum for three years. Leo was at Dollar
from April 1904 to the summer of 1907. He married in 1915, and by 1920 was
working as an electrician in Liverpool. Later he took his family to Jersey, where
he remained until his death in 1961.
Bringing up a family had indeed caused Marie many anxious times, and her
husband’s ill health hadn’t helped. As an outside interest, Marie got involved
in the breeding of dogs, and the accompanying newspaper (or magazine)
report – for which I cannot find the source, but which must date back to around
1910 - gives an interesting glimpse into her activities, as well as mentioning
her husband’s interest in ornithology. The address indicated, in St Margaret’son-Thames, is one of several places to the west of London in which they lived.
The decade following her marriage contained several sad events involving her
siblings, including a trial for murder and a death in prison. First of all, her father
Robert Hume died in Edinburgh in 1880, just a year after her marriage, and
her mother, having moved to Maida Vale in London with her then- unmarried
daughters Eva and Jemima, died in 1883. Earlier that year her eldest sister
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Anna Mary had tragically become widowed for the third time – at the age of
33! Anna had first married a lawyer, William McCorquodale, in 1869, but he
had died four years later, leaving her with two sons and a daughter. She had
remarried, to stockbroker Charles Christison Watt, a year later; the marriage
proved disastrous, and Charles, after a financial disaster, had shot himself in
January 1877. Three years later, Anna married again, this time to a much
older man, William Montignani, a partner in the Edinburgh musical instrument
company of Wood and Co. For him too it was a third marriage. Just three
years later, on 11 July 1883, William passed away at the age of 66. Anna
stayed on in Edinburgh for a while, but by 1891 she was living in Kensington
with her two sons. She later moved to St Brelade, Jersey, and died there in
1896, aged only 46.

So Anna’s life was full of tragedy and sadness, but these tragic events were
very private compared with the scandals associated with their brother Robert.
Robert had gone out to Virginia in 1876 with considerable financial help from
his father to establish himself as a farmer. He returned to Britain temporarily in
1880, after his father’s death, and took temporary lodgings in St John’s Wood,
Marylebone, London, near Marie and Barton, who were living in Maida Vale.
On 30 December 1880 he met up with a young lady Annie Sutton whose
father later said was going to marry Robert.
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While they were together in Robert’s lodgings, there was a gunshot, and
Annie died of a haemorrhage caused by a shot through her heart. Robert was
charged with her murder, but he claimed that Annie had been playing around
with his gun (which, in the American way, he always carried with him), and
accidentally shot herself. The trial was reported in newspapers throughout
Britain. The jury decided that there was insufficient evidence to show who fired
the shot, and the accused was set free. But there was more tragedy to come.
Shortly before he had gone to Virginia in 1876, Robert had married Catherine
Petrie in Edinburgh. She went to Virginia with him for a while. The marriage
broke down, but they did not formally divorce. After his trial Robert returned to
the United States, but was back in Britain by 1886, by which time Catherine
was starting divorce proceedings. On the evening of the last Saturday of
January 1887 Robert tried to see her in her father’s house in Portobello,
Edinburgh. When he was refused permission, he fired several shots through
the window, and was subsequently arrested, taken to Calton Jail in an
inebriated state, and charged with reckless use of firearms. On the Tuesday,
while still awaiting trial, he became very violent and required four men to hold
him down. He died in prison on the Wednesday morning.
So died Marie’s only brother. Now, in her old age, Marie still had some close
family near her in London. Her daughter Alma was there, with two of her
grandchildren; and her two surviving sisters Eva and Jemima were with their
families in Hampstead. Whether she was in contact with Noel at that time is
not known. After April 1920, when he was playing the role of Beau Nash in
Messager’s opera Monsieur Beaucaire, there are no newspaper references to
him until his return to the stage in 1923.
According to the legal papers
relating to her death, Marie had been living in Wokingham, Berkshire before
moving to Bemerton Lodge. I cannot find any references to her death in the
newspapers.

Ian Anderson
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Put that Light Out! Saturday 11th November 2017
In a change from the more formal and patriotic music and poetry that we
associate with Remembrance events, Alarms and Excursions, founded by
Isabel White in 2009, brought poems, stories, songs and jollification from the
Home Front of the Second World War; concerning families waiting at home,
children being evacuated, servicemen and women on leave, the red tape, the
privations and the tribulations of life during the Blitz. All this took place in
Crystal Palace’s only surviving, public air raid shelter, the Subway, which runs
underneath Crystal Palace Parade. Two hours of amazing entertainment,
from the first warning siren to the sound of the “All Clear”.
For the duration of the ‘raid’, we were entertained by local poets, musicians
and storytellers - Graham Campbell; Jazzman John Clarke; Anna Drysdale;
Racheal Joseph; Robin Pilcher; Steve Tasane; Louise Yates; Irène Wernli and
IsabelWhite.
All in all, it was a unique experience in a unique space, with a serious
message, facilitated by The Friends of the Subway and greatly enjoyed and
appreciated by young and old alike. The performance ended with a minute’s
silence and the sounding of the Last post.

Remembrance celebrations in the Subway air raid shelter. © S Oxford.
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THE BEULAH SPA 1831 – 1856 A NEW HISTORY
Author Chris Shields, ISBN: 978-0-244-62844-4

If you are looking for a good Christmas present for
someone who is interested in local history, then this
is a book you should consider.
Chris Shields is a local musician, composer, writer
and historian. He grew up in a house on Spa Hill
and developed an interest in the Beulah Spa from
an early age. He has worked for the Croydon
library service for many years and currently
manages a branch library.
The book is a new look at the history of The Beulah
Spa 1831-1856, a once popular natural saline
spring and spa said by Faraday to be purer than
Bath and Wells, containing more salts than the
waters of Cheltenham. These were very
fashionable pleasure gardens designed by Decimus Burton and frequented by the
rich and fashionable, the likes of Lady Essex, The Duke of Gloucester, Dickens,
Thackeray, Kaiser Wilhelm, and even Queen Victoria and her children. Boasting
grand fetes and galas, balloon ascents, tightrope walking, military bands, archery, a
camera obscura, an octagonal reading room, gypsy fortune telling and a singing
minstrel, the Beulah Spa reigned in Upper Norwood for over twenty years before the
arrival of the Crystal Palace.
His book is an easy and interesting read and is lavishly illustrated with numerous
maps, engravings and photographs. It tells the story of this part of Upper Norwood
from the 1500s to Chris’s childhood in the 1970s. The main part of the story is about
the rise and fall of the Beulah Spa.
My only small criticism, which will not bother most people, is that the book lacks a
bibliography or list of sources; however Chris has spent a good deal of time and
effort researching the contents and this absence does not spoil it.
Chris has published the book using the Lulu publishing service. We are pleased to
offer it for sale at £9.99, + £2pp (total £11.99). It is also available as an eBook from
Lulu at £5.75.
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chris-shields/the-beulah-spa-1831-1856-a-new-history/paperback/product-

Stephen Oxford

23318015.html
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BRIAN DANN, POET AND CO-AUTHOR OF ‘CRYSTAL PALACE
NORWOOD HEIGHTS’ (1926 – 2017)
Brian Dann, poet and co-author of Crystal Palace Norwood Heights has died
at the age of 89.
Brian started Poetry Triangle, one of the first groups in the then-newly formed
Crystal Palace Triangle Community Association, back in the early 1970s.
At his funeral service Audrey Hammond, artist, CPTCA founder and another
co author of Crystal Palace Norwood Heights recalled how in July 1969 Brian
had seen an article in the Norwood News which she had written about the
Triangle and how Croydon council was letting it fall into disrepair.
“I had a scheme to revive it with the creation of a family arts centre.” This idea
attracted the interest of many people including Brian and the artist Mike
Conrad, the third co-author of Crystal Palace Norwood Heights.
“A very long way back his first involvement was in one of our very first CPTCA
events – a childrens play-day organised in old nissen huts behind what is now
Sainsbury’s supermarket.
“Brian brought a very small Bunty (Julia) and Nigel his small children– and
stayed all day to help.
“When he and Mike and I spent over four years making our book I could not
have had kinder, more patient inspiring people to work with.
“And I treasure the little books of poetry he gave me.”
In addition to the little books of poetry he wrote, Brian was also heavily
involved with Poetry in Croydon and is listed as vice chairman on a website
about Poets Anonymous which says it “originated in February 1990 at
Ashburton library, Addiscombe as a house-to-house workshop to encourage
poetry writers to share their poems and offer constructive criticism.”
Brian and Joyce were among the first people I met when I moved into this
area. Having joined the CPTCA I noticed there was a poetry reading at their
Grangecliffe Gardens home, rang Brian up and asked if I could come along.
The cost was just 30p, which paid for the ingredients of the cakes and other
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treats served up by Joyce, a brilliant cook and lovely person, at half time. (The
family was completed by Nigel, Julia and an amazing cat called Spot.)
Poetry at the time was enjoying a huge renaissance with the publication of
Penguin Modern Poets 10, The Mersey Sound featuring Adrian Henri, Roger
McGough and Brian Patten.
At Poetry Triangle you were not only encouraged to try writing your own
poetry, you were also introduced to a much wider range of poems and poets of
the time including Song of the Battery Hen by Edwin Brock; The Liberal Christ
Gives an Interview by Adrian Mitchell; works by Geoffrey Hill including one
about a BBC TV programme called ‘Your Life in their Hands’ the title of which
currently escapes me; John Betjeman’s A Subaltern’s Love Song; Miroslav
Holub’s In Love etc..
Most of the evenings I attended were summertime ones along with some
winter ones, depending on where Manchester United were playing that
Saturday.
Brian’s funeral, like Joyce’s in 2010, was a Humanist one. The music for
reflection was Sandy Denny and Fairport Convention: Who Knows Where the
Time Goes?
An obituary by his son Nigel can be found on The Guardian website.
Donations for St Wilfrid’s hospice should be sent to Serenity funeral directors,
43 South Street, Eastbourne BN21 4UT

Jerry Green
LOTI IRWIN AND THE CRYSTAL PALACE SUBWAY
Loti Irwin, great-grand-daughter of Sir
Thomas Lucas recently made her first visit to
the Crystal Palace subway. She has been
researching her family history for some time
and has produced an amazing book about
her great-grand parents the Lucas Brothers.
The
Lucas
Brothers
company
was
responsible for building the subway that
linked the High Level station to the Crystal
Palace.
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NORWOOD SOCIETY BOOKS
BOOK
The Beulah Spa 1831-1856 A New
History. Chris Shields
The Phoenix Suburb.
by Alan R. Warwick.
Exploring Upper Norwood, South of All
Saints Church.
by Stephen Oxford.
Emile Zola Photographer in Norwood.
The Story of Norwood.
by J. B. Wilson.
Emile Zola & The Story of Norwood.
Glimpses of Norwood.
by Alan R. Warwick.
On the Trail of Norwood.
by John Yaxley.
Down at Beulah.
by Joan Warwick.
Thomas Ross of Kilravock House: His
Life and Times
by Eric Kings
Treetops & Terraces:
And the walls came-a-tumbling down.
by Beryl Cheeseman

PRICE

BY POST

£9.99

£11.99

£9.99

£12.30

£4.00

£5.60

£7.95

£9.95

£6.95
£7.00

£8.95
£9.00

£1.00

£1.60

£1.00

£1.60

£1.00

£1.60

£4.99

£6.99

£6.00

£8.00

To order:
e-mail: secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk
Post: The Norwood Society, 9 Grangecliffe Gardens, London SE25 6SY
To save postage costs you may collect the book(s) personally or buy them at one of our
monthly Local History talks.

The Norwood Society represents the
interests of the people who live or work in
Norwood to local authorities and
government agencies.
Researches the history of Norwood,
publishes information about its history
and culture.
Communicates and informs through talks,
walks, exhibitions and the Norwood
Review, our quarterly journal.
Although the Norwood Society cannot
provide expert advice on planning issues,
it takes a close interest in these matters,
and would welcome information about
them in the Norwood area. It may not be
able to become directly involved in all of
them, but would be able to advise
members on suitable sources of help and
possible strategies.
Published by the Norwood Society
Registered with the Charity Commission

