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September     21st St George's Hanover Square reburials at West   
    Norwood Cemetery.  Colin Fenn. 
 
October         19th Sporting History at Crystal Palace.  Stuart Hibberd.  
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES 
 
Crystal Palace Triangle Blue Plaque Trail 
 
 

 “As an owner of several businesses and properties in Crystal Palace …  I 
just wanted to say how incredibly impressed I was and am with your 
Blue Plaques that are on so many of the windows around the triangle. 
 
I have been trading for 30 years this September; all but two of which have 
been from the triangle, and I think that the Blue Plaques you have placed 
around the triangle are one of the best initiatives for social cohesion and a 
sense of place that I have seen in all this time. 
 
As a member of the Society I would just like to express my thanks for the 
Blue Plaques adorning the shops of the Triangle.  It is most interesting to see 
the range and variety of occupants and businesses over the years.” 
 
These are just two of the numerous comments we have received from many 
quarters regarding the Upper Norwood shops project. In total over 120 
businesses around the Triangle agreed to display the blue plaques and the 
vast majority are still in place, being enjoyed by visitors and local residents. 
We have also had enquires from other local societies asking about how we 
did it. As I noted in the Summer Edition of The Norwood Review our local 
history experts Barbara and Alun Thomas did a fantastic job bringing the 
project to fruition.  The plaques were installed in time to coincide with the 
well-attended and successful Crystal Palace Overground Festival in June. As 
part of the Festival Alun gave an excellent talk on the history of the shops, 
and a Sunday afternoon walk and talk that was attended by nearly 90 people. 
 
One ancillary outcome of the project was that we enrolled new members and 
our membership is now 5% higher than at the end of 2016. 
 
Members can read more about the project in the article published by the 
Croydon Advertiser: 
 
http://www.croydonadvertiser.co.uk/why-are-there-blue-stickers-in-shops-
around-the-crystal-palace-triangle/story-30461926-detail/story.html 
 

Life memberships – Anna Lines and Eric Kings 
I am pleased to say that Life Memberships have been awarded to Anna Lines 
and Eric Kings. Both have given invaluable service to The Norwood Society 
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over many years as editors of The Norwood Review and as committee 
members. Our congratulations and thanks go to both Anna and Eric. 
 

Stuart Hibberd 

 
PLANNING NOTES 
Brick by Brick 
 
The three planning applications by this company, which is wholly owned by 
Croydon Council, have all been decided, to nobody’s surprise, in favour of the 
applicants. The applications relate to the insertion of extra blocks of flats into 
the Riches and Blythin Auckland Road estate, thereby ruining the character of 
this iconic piece of postwar planning, the erection of a huge overdominant 
block of flats in Station Road, South Norwood, within the conservation area, 
and another massive seven storey block of flats on the corner of Beulah Hill 
and Harold Road, together with new houses in and around Ravensdale 
Gardens, involving the loss of amenity land currently enjoyed by local 
residents.  

We had objected to all three of them. The decision to grant permission had 
clearly been taken in advance of the committee hearings, and the members 
of the committee whipped accordingly; the debates were perfunctory and the 
voting was entirely on party lines. Opponents were given a total of three 
minutes to state their objections to each of the applications. None of the 
points raised by the objectors were even mentioned in the debates which 
followed, notwithstanding a particularly fluent address by one of the residents 
of the Auckland Road estate.  

All of the applications were in clear breach of the Council’s own stated 
policies regarding the provision of affordable housing, and for this reason 
alone none of them would have received permission had they been lodged by 
a private developer. But none of the councillors present even mentioned this 
in their contributions to the debate. They might as well all have stayed at 
home and registered their votes by pushing buttons.  

Unfortunately we are going to see more of this; all local authorities in our 
overcrowded country are under heavy pressure from central government to 
build, build, build to accommodate our ever increasing population. Since the 
end of the Second World War there has always been a shortage of housing in 
this country. The ever increasing demand ensures that targets have never 
been met and never will be. 
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66 Ryecroft Road 
 
We objected to the proposals for this property on the grounds that the 
proposed extensions were overlarge in relation to the existing house. Three 
neighbours, as well as the North Conservation Area Advisory Panel, also 
objected. Before a decision was taken amendments were submitted. No new 
site notice was posted, the objectors were not informed, and the revised 
plans were not made available (and are still not available) on the council’s 
website, with the result that none of the objectors, or the public at large, were 
afforded any opportunity to inspect the revised plans, or indeed were even 
made aware that they had been submitted. Permission was nevertheless 
granted, for what exactly nobody can tell. We have complained to the Head of 
Development at Croydon about this high-handed behaviour, involving a 
breach of the council’s own procedures as well as an arrogant contempt for 
the public, but so far have received no reply. In view of past experience we 
are not holding our breath. 
 
Queen’s Hotel, Church Road 
 
The application is for an increase in the number of bedrooms to 529. No 
commercial appraisal or business model which would serve to demonstrate 
the economic viability of a 529 room hotel in Upper Norwood was submitted 
with the application, which involves extensive extensions to the existing 
building. The layout, siting, height, scale and massing of the proposed 
extensions do not respect those of surrounding buildings, and the huge rear 
extension in particular is both oversized and poorly designed. 
Notwithstanding these extensions, many of the proposed new bedrooms will 
be underground, with no windows and no natural light. The proposals ignore 
the effect on nearby historic buildings in favour of enlarging the existing 
building to the maximum possible size. They also ignore the detrimental 
effect on the residents of Fitzroy Gardens and Wakefield Gardens.  

Curiously, there are no plans to provide some of the amenities which are 
normally found in a hotel of this size (and indeed in many much smaller 
hotels), such as restaurants, meeting rooms, conference and banqueting 
facilities.  

The parking arrangements, particularly in the case of coaches, are wholly 
inadequate. According to the London Plan hotels should provide one coach 
parking space for every 50 bedrooms. This would mean a total of eleven for a 
hotel with between 500 and 550 rooms. The applicants are proposing to 
provide only three. There is a suggestion (they cannot surely be serious?) 
that coaches can park overnight in Lower Sydenham (one and a half miles 
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away), Clapham (three miles away) or Mitcham (six miles away). No thought 
has been given to the issue of coaches entering and leaving the site from 
Church Road, which is a major route and is frequently heavily congested. We 
have, naturally, submitted a strong objection on all these grounds. 

139 South Norwood Hill 

A previous application for the redevelopment of this site, on the corner of 
South Norwood Hill and Ross Road, was refused on the grounds that the 
overall footprint, scale, mass and overall design rationale would fail to respect 
and positively respond to the character and scale of the surrounding area, 
and would constitute overdevelopment. In our view the revamped proposals, 
which attracted a total of 82 objections, failed to address the grounds for 
refusal adequately, or indeed at all. Nevertheless, permission was granted on 
the advice of the planning officers. 

Crown Point, Beulah Hill 
This was an application by a private developer to erect two extra storeys on 
the block of flats on the corner of Crown Point and Beulah Hill. We subjected 
a detailed objection (see last Planning Notes for a summary) and are happy 
to report that permission has been refused.  
 
Land between 135 & 181 Church Road 
This site is on the corner of Church Road and Fox Hill, in the conservation 
area. A previous application for two houses was refused. A fresh application 
has now been submitted for what looks to outward appearances like a copy 
of the late Georgian house on the other corner of Fox Hill, but which is 
actually two flats. There are a number of undesirable features to the scheme, 
notably the poor Georgian pastiche which is unworthy of the conservation 
area setting, and the lack of proper access for one of the flats to its own 
garden, which would involve trundling garden equipment such as 
lawnmowers around the corner of Fox Hill and Church Road along the public 
pavement and past a bus stop. 

Philip Goddard 

LOCAL HISTORY NOTES 
 
We ended our meetings before the summer with a talk by Alun Thomas 
entitled Shopping at Upper Norwood In Edwardian Splendour. This was on 
15th June and part of the Norwood Society’s contributions to the Crystal 
Palace Overground Festival. As was extensively covered in the last Review 
our principle activity was the launch of ‘blue plaques’ in shop windows around 
the Upper Norwood Triangle. 123 plaques were finally displayed and a guide 
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and map was produced. Full details of the plaques can be found on the 
Society’s website (https://www.norwoodsociety.co.uk/blue-plaques.html).  We 
are most pleased that the majority of plaques have been retained by 
shopkeepers, and others who at first declined to be part of the project are 
now asking for plaques! We were also gratified by the many positive 
comments we received by email, from Facebook and Twitter. Our other linked 
activity was a stall at the Festival in Crystal Palace Park on Saturday 17th 
June. We were disappointed by the small numbers of visitors we received 
which may be because most came to hear the bands. 
 
We have had three walks over the summer. The first of these on 18th June led 
by Alun attracted a large number as it was about the shops and the plaques 
and part of the Festival programme. On 20th July Stuart Hibberd led a walk 
around Crystal Palace Park focussed on sports in the park, particularly the 
early times when, as Stuart said, Crystal Palace was the centre of sporting 
life in the country. On 17th August Stephen Oxford returned to the theme of 
South Norwood Hill with his walk was from All Saints Church to the Croydon 
Canal. Stephen’s research has uncovered a great many interesting people 
from years gone by and brought to light the hidden history of this apparently 
bland area. Stephen also led two walks at the Grangewood Park Picnic on 
Sunday 9th July with a stall and display with the help of  Anna Katrina-Hastie. 
This generated much interest and was an important initiative by Stephen 
increasing public awareness of the Society in the South Norwood Hill area. 
 
The Lambeth Heritage Festival runs throughout September and commenced 
with a local history fair in St Leonard’s Streatham on 2nd September. This 
venue was very accessible, and attended by local people. We were able to 
display information about our Society and the plaques project, book sales 
went well and we were able to meet old friends. 

Barbara Thomas 
 

NOTES FROM THE NORWOODS 
 
AFTER AN EIGHT YEAR BATTLE: CHURCH FINALLY SET TO SELL CINEMA 
BUILDING 

  

Kingsway International Christian Centre (KICC) is selling the cinema building 
at 25 Church Road after an eight-year battle.  A small notice on one of the 
doors of the cinema building, which KICC bought in a secret deal in June 
2009, says the building is being offered as an asset of community value.  
KICC are seeking five million pounds for the building and the deadline for 
offers is mid December. 
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The Picture Palace Campaign, set up by local residents, traders and ward 
councillors in the wake of KICC buying the building, have consistently called 
for the building to be run by a proper cinema operator.  KICC have repeatedly 
refused offers from cinema chains to buy the building which they bought for 
£1.25 million – and have spent huge amounts of money on internal 
alterations.  KICC lost a second appeal against refusal of planning permission 
in April last year. 
  

The Inspector’s report refusing that appeal stated: “25 Church Road is the 
only large building of its type in the town centre. The National Planning Policy 
Framework contains policies that seek to ensure their vitality. 
  

“Whilst the list of main town centre uses in the glossary includes 
entertainment it does not include places of worship.  “The lawful use of the 
building is so important to the overall function of the centre that the loss of the 
opportunity to reinstate a use exclusively within Class D2 should not be lost 
at this stage. “Given the strength of local support for the retention of the Class 
D2 use this is a material consideration in the appeal. “I have also taken into 
account the considerable investment made by the appellant in refurbishing 
the building, but this would not overcome the harm that I have identified.”   
(Appeal Ref: APP/G5180/W/15/3134762).  

Jerry Green 
 
NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Having explained in the last Review (217) that Lily Langtry did not live in the 
house known as the Firs on South Norwood Hill I omitted to apologise to 
John Hickman.  I wish to make it quite clear that even though his name 
appears at the end of the article about her in Review 187, he did not write or 
contribute towards that article in any way.  
 
It now appears that this information about Lily is yet another local urban myth. 
This one may have been started by the 1960s caretaker of the Firs making 
assumptions based upon the house being called Court Royal when it was a 
hotel between 1892 and 1905!  It is to be hoped that this further clarification 
scotches the myth once and for all! 
 
I am currently preparing an article for the next Review about the Norwood 
Society’s first Chairman; Frederick Henry Amphlett Micklewright, if you have 
any memories of him or his colourful life I would be pleased to hear from you. 

Stephen Oxford 
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POLO, WINSTON CHURCHILL AND THE CRYSTAL PALACE 
 
On Wednesday 26 November 1919 Sir Robert Baden–Powell, the founder of 
the Boy Scouts, gave a speech at the Rotary Club in London. He recalled a 
polo match in which he once played. After the game everyone was toasted 
when one player “despite our protests delivered a long and splendidly 
eloquent oration on the subject of polo. We cheered him to the echo, and 
then turning a sofa upside down put him under it and seated two hefty fellows 
on top of it lest he should speak again. But he got out and continued his 
speech. That man was Winston Churchill.” 
 
 Polo was introduced to the Crystal Palace in 1899 as part of a strategy to 
improve the finances of the Crystal Palace Company. One of the men who 
played at this new venue was Winston Churchill.  
 
 The polo team used the sports ground that had been laid on the base of the 
south fountain basin. The ground had been in use since 1895 for FA Cup 
finals. As the Cup Finals took place in April and the polo season stated in 
May there were no clashes. The polo facilities included 21 stalls, 32 loose 
boxes, storage facilities and a blacksmith’s shop. The manager was Major F 
Herbert, a former member of the 9th Lancers. 
 
On Saturday evening games took place by limelight. Chinese lanterns 
illuminated the stands and ground. On 1 July 1899 a game started at 9.30pm, 
and lasted 40 minutes between the Whites and the Reds. To help further 
distinguish the two teams the Whites had white ponies and the Reds dark 
bays.  
 
Churchill was an enthusiastic polo player. He had learned the game in 
England, playing at Aldershot in 1895 and 1896 with the 4th Hussars, before 
his departure for India. On arriving in India the 4th Hussars bought 25 trained 
polo ponies and within a month they had won a tournament in Hyderabad. It 
was in India that he would meet Baden-Powell at an inter-regimental polo 
tournament. 
 
Churchill suffered an injury on arriving in India, wrenching shoulder when he 
grabbed an iron ring on a quayside at the point the boat fell away on the 
swell. From then on he had to play with his upper right arm strapped to his 
side. After his adventures in the Boer War he returned to England and was 
elected MP for Oldham in 1900. In 1901 he wrote to his mother that he had 
decided to play more polo that year “in a team which is being formed by some 
of my young military friends.” The team concerned was ‘The Trekkers’ and 
one of the venues would be the Crystal Palace. 
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In May 1901 Churchill’s appointment diary contained seven polo 
engagements, including Crystal Palace on Thursday 30th May. The Trekkers 
had played at Barn Elms earlier that month, on Saturday 4th May, losing 6-2 
against Ranelagh. Churchill scored one of the Trekkers’ goals.  
 

 
 Polo at the Crystal Palace circa 1900   Andy George Collection 

 
We know from The Morning Post that a game was scheduled between the 
London Polo Club and the Trekkers on 30th May 1901 at the Crystal Palace, 
starting at 3pm and we can be certain that Churchill played as the Warwick 
Trading Company filmed the event. Their 1901 film “Polo Match between the 
London Polo Club and the Trekkers” was probably one of the first times that 
Churchill appeared on a moving film. 
 
 Within nine days of the game the film was for sale. An advertisement 
appeared in The Era under the heading “POLO MATCH BEWTEEN THE 
LONDON POLO CLUB AND THE TREKKERS, played at the Crystal Palace, 
May 30th, 1901.” 
 
The two teams were: 
The London Polo Club – Mr D Watson, Mr Noel Price, Capt. E A H Real 
I.S.C., Mr B H Nicholson 
The Trekkers – Maj. H N Schofield R.A., Mr Winston Churchill, Mr J Wormald, 
Capt. A O Thynne 
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The advertisement provides a detailed summary: 
 
 …the film opens with a panoramic view of the pavilion, showing the polo 
ponies drawn up in a long line…the players can be seen mounting and riding 
in the field of play. The commencement of the game is then shown, the ball 
being thrown in between the two opposing teams. The progress of the game 
can then be clearly followed in this film, as by means of our rotary tripod we 
are enabled to follow the flight of the ball across the ground. The view of the 
players galloping at full speed, hitting the ball along the grass and wheeling 
round in full career, is most exciting, and provides a splendid example of 

horsemanship. An additional feature of 
interest is provided by two of the 
members of the Trekkers being famous 
characters. Mr Winston Churchill 
needing no introduction, whilst the 
mention of “saving the guns at Colenso” 
immediately recalls Major Schofield, 
R.A. After many incidents of fine play 
have been reproduced the film 
terminates with a panoramic picture of 
the two teams leaving the arena, and 
dismounting from their steeds. The 
quality of this film is perfect, whilst the 
animation and play has never been 
equalled. Length 250ft. CLASS A: - 
Price, £2 10s per 50ft. Length. 
 
Major Harry Norton Schofield (1865-
1931) was a Boer War hero.  The Anglo 
Boer War website explains that; “when 
the detachments serving the guns of 
the 14th and 66th Batteries, Royal Field 
Artillery, had all been killed, wounded or 
driven from them by infantry fire at 
close range, Captain Schofield went out 

when the first attempt was made to 
extricate the guns, and assisted in 
withdrawing the two that were saved.” In 
1901, after a public outcry, his DSO was 

upgraded to a Victoria Cross.  
 

 Captain Schofield member of The Trekkers 
Polo team that played at Crystal Palace on 
30 May 1901. 
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Ulric Oliver Thynne (1871-1957) 
was another Boer War veteran. He 
was the son of Henry Frederick 
Tynne (1832-1904) and grandson 
of the 3rd Marquess of Bath. He 
had married Marjory Wormald in 
1899 and in 1901 they were living 
with her family in Berkeley Square. 
 
The fourth Trekkers player was 
John (Jack) Wormald (1866-1929).  
Jack died in 1929 and a tribute in 
The Yorkshire Post said that he 
was “who excelled in every branch 
of sport which he took up… on the 
polo ground he was one of the best 
tacticians and direction hitters of 
his time.” 
 
Two of his brothers, Frank (1868-
1915) and Frederick William (1869-
1948) also played polo. Frank was 
educated at Harrow and joined the 

12th Royal Lancers in 1899 and served in the Second Boer War, twice being 
mentioned in dispatches.  He took part in a successful cavalry charge in 
World War 1 near Moy-de-l’Aisne with the 12th Lancers. A shell at the Battle 
of Loos killed him in October 1915. 

Frederick William Wormald also attended Harrow, joined the 7th Hussars in 
1891, and served in the Battle of Khartoum fought in the Boer War. He was at 
the Battle of Omdurman on 2nd September 1898 with Churchill and is 
mentioned in his account of the battle contained in The River War: An 
Historical Account of The Reconquest of the Soudan, 2 Vols (London: 
Longmans, Green, 1899) by Winston Spencer Churchill. 

The Wormald family came from Yorkshire and in 1899 Fred and Frank were 
members of the Denton Park Polo club and the Leeds Polo Club. 
 

Stuart Hibberd 
 
 
 

Lt Col. Ulric Oliver Thynne – served in Word War 
1 with the King’s Royal Rifle Corps, Royal 
Wiltshire Yeomanry. Played polo for The 
Trekkers alongside Winston Churchill on 30th  
May 1901 – Imperial War Museum’s Collection  
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THE LEVIATHAN OF THE TURF 
R H Fry and the Grecian Villa 
       

 
The Fry family – date not known,  c1886. Courtesy of St Joseph’s College. 

 
There are references in recollections published in early Norwood Reviews 
about a bookmaker who was said to be bookmaker to Edward V11. I have not 
been able to establish how true is the Royal connection, but the Daily Mail 
described him as the renowned “king of the turf”, and furthermore as “a 
leviathan”. From 1878 or 1879 to 1902 R.H. Fry and his family lived at 
Grecian Villa, Beulah Hill, which is now St Joseph’s College having been 
acquired by the De La Salle Brothers in 1903. Richard Henry Fry was born on 
1st December 1836 and baptised on 29th December at Countisbury, Devon. 
On the 1851 census he is shown as a draper's apprentice in Barnstable, but 
in 1861 by the age of 24, his horizons had expanded and he became a 
draper's assistant in Liverpool. 
 
At the time of Fry's death his obituary in the Yorkshire Evening Post (24th 
Dec 1902) relates that on the outbreak of the American Civil War Fry saw an 
opportunity to speculate in the cotton trade. He was already described as 
“well to do” but because of his foresight and the consequential rise in the 
price of cotton, by the end of the war he had become wealthy.  After Fry's 
death his estate was sold. On March 16th 1903 The Times reported that in 
the previous week at Tokenhouse Yard Mart the Grecian Villa, including 31/2 
acres was sold for £8,000, and land on the other side of Beulah Hill for 
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£6,500. With the sale of nineteen other properties and investments in 
Norwood a total sum of £24,700 was realised. 
 

 
Grecian Villa, Beulah Hill, date possibly 1880s. Wilson Collection. 
 
How R H Fry became a bookmaker was so often recounted that it became an 
oft-told myth of the racing world. Many newspapers carried the story as did 
the Blackburn Standard on 1st April 1899: “He used to be a draper, in 
business for himself. At the beginning of 1869 he says ‘I was living at West 
Derby, on the outskirts of Liverpool and whilst driving down to the city one 
day I chatted with a sporting publican. He said to me ‘do you take any interest 
in racing?’ ‘None whatever I replied, why do you ask?’ ‘Well’ he said ‘I know a 
bookmaker, a decent fellow who had got himself into a bit of a fix and I 
thought if you were bit of a sportsman you might join me in helping him out’.” 
This conversation ended with Mr Fry investing £200 into the business which 
regularly resulted in him receiving at least £5 a week dividend. Thus the idea 
of being a bookmaker was born. 
 
From this tale, it can be seen that Fry was already a man of substance with a 
lucrative drapery business. How he got to this position is revealed in an 1899 
interview in ‘M.A.P.’ – the society magazine edited by T.P. O’Connor, the 
radical journalist and M.P., and was paraphrased in many newspapers such 
as the Aberdeen Evening Express on 23rd March 1899. Having been born in 
Countisbury, Devon, a village on Exmoor about 2 miles east of Lynton, Fry 
relates that he was apprenticed to an uncle (Pascal Widlake) in the drapery 
trade in Ilfracombe at the age of thirteen and a half. (See 1851 census: 



NORWOOD REVIEW                                                   AUTUMN 2017 

 

 Page 13 
 

HO107 1892 113 30). In about 1849 Fry had “joined a wholesale house in 
Manchester”. And by 1861 he was a draper's assistant in Liverpool, employed 
by John Thompson, one of 34 employees. (see 1861 census: RG9 2670 69 
3). On 12th April 1865 Fry married Gertrude Eleanor Frederica Eicke (1843-
1922), the daughter of retired solicitor Charles Eicke (1792-1878), at St Silas, 
Liverpool. The previous year he had entered into partnership with a friend 
from Devon with joint capital of £3000. They had two shops but as Fry found 
his partner “wanting of the energy and grasp of the business which are 
necessary” they therefore split the business but both prospered. At this time, 
the American Civil War was raging and Fry anticipated a shortage of cotton 
and resolved to buy a large stock. The partner was against joining him in this 
venture but Fry borrowed £8000 from the bank. As the chief cashier of the 
bank lived in the same house as him he was able to present a favourable 
case to the manager. Within a few months the stock of cotton had tripled in 
value. 
 
It was therefore as a successful businessman with many contacts in the City 
of Liverpool and as a “Guardian of the Poor” that Fry made his first foray into 
the world of horse racing and betting. After this Fry visited the Liverpool 
Spring Meeting and was surprised to find many of his business and political 
associates there. Fry says that “for some years I had interested myself in 
politics and had done all in my power to further the well-being of the 
Conservative cause”. He was surprised by the amount of money that was 
changing hands and that men of very high social status were “handling bank 
notes with the same unconcern as though they were shillings”. Fry directed 
them to the bookmaker that he had previously helped finance, thus ensuring 
a return for himself. 
 
In 1870 Fry made his first visit to Ascot, quietly dressed with a satchel 
containing £800 as capital for which “I have never had any occasion to 
supplement that sum”. On that particular day he lost £9 but was undeterred, 
and after making occasional visits to meetings a visit to York benefitted him 
with a “good win” and Fry’s bookmaking career took off. Without 
understanding the intricacies of horse racing and betting it is difficult to grasp 
the thrust of some of the stories that are attributed to our subject. What is 
understandable is that Mr Fry was accustomed to dealing in very large sums 
of money as revealed in the following: “The Licensed Victuallers” obituary for 
Fry in 1902 which was reproduced in the 24th December edition of the 
Yorkshire Evening Post and includes reference to a lord and lady cantering 
up on their “hacks” and placing £3000 bets each on two horses before any 
other backers had arrived on the course. The article also reports that Mr Fry 
used to make a £30,000 book on big races. A further example is recalled by 
The Tatler in the 10th September edition of 1902: “A few weeks before the St 
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Ledger won by Common, a gentlemanly stranger approached the genial 
penciller at one of the near-London meetings and inquired the price of 
Common for the big Doncaster race. ‘I’ll take you 6 to 5,’ the bookmaker 
replied’. ‘Right you are’ the querist said and noticing Fry’s look of curiosity, he 
continued, ‘I’ll lay you £6,000 to £5,000, but as you don’t know me and I on 
the other hand know you well, I’ll post the money.’ Suiting the money to the 
word he handed him six Bank of England notes for £1,000 each and smilingly 
walked away. The famous bookmaker never saw his mysterious customer 
again until Common had passed the winning post, when he sauntered up to 
him in the ring with a nod, saying, ‘I’ll trouble you for £11,000’.” 
 
Not all was plain sailing in the business, for although on-course betting was 
legal there were risks, as gambling debts were unenforceable under contract 
law. Throughout the 19th century there was public disquiet with gambling and 
periodic attempts to impede the trade of bookmakers and a view that horse 
racing was a corrupt sport par excellence. That said it was also “the sport of 
kings” as it was mostly only the wealthy who could afford to indulge. For 
example, in the World of Sport pages in The Sketch for 20th March 1907, 
reference is made to Lord Randolph Churchill “relieving the late R H Fry of a 
large cheque when he made the winning bet on Veracity at the 
Cambridgeshire”. Another typical such person was Spencer Cavendish, 8th 
Duke of Devonshire, known as “Hart Tarty”, who had the distinction of being 
leader of three different political parties. Whether it is true that R H Fry was 
bookmaker to Edward V11 is difficult to verify without access to the Royal 
Archive – not an easy proposition. It does seem that Fry did fall foul of one of 
the periodic attempts to curtail gambling. On the 24th April 1897 Fry with two 
others, at the Surrey Quarter Sessions Kingston, “were indicted for 
having…used a certain place – to wit, the enclosures at Hurst Park 
Racecourse for the purpose of betting with persons resorting thereto”. This 
was reported in the Liverpool Echo on June 30th and widely elsewhere. It 
seems that this was part of a wider crack down by the police, and was 
eventually joined with other cases being heard in the Court of Appeal, and in 
time the case was dismissed. Fry was a supporter of reform of the 
bookmaking business including its full legalisation. This was not to be in his 
lifetime and he was sceptical about the likelihood of this being achieved. He 
did support the foundation of the National Sporting League which in 1902 was 
formed to defend bookmakers’ interests. 
 
So, what of the character of the man? The same report in the Tatler of 1902 
mentions that Fry neither drank nor smoked. The Evening Telegraph of 2nd 
September1892 also reports “Mr R H Fry, the leviathan layer, draws the line 
strictly at strawberries, grapes, and ripe William pears when he is on duty. 
Indeed, Mr Fry is abstemious in the extreme and he has often been known to 
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munch a dry crust and sip a glass of cold water before going to dress for 
dinner. Although a temperance man himself, Mr Fry sees that his guests get 
the best brands of wine”. The North Devon Journal of 30th March 1899 wrote 
“Mr Fry has a large family (9 daughters and 4 sons) to whom he is devoted, 
and by whom he is heartily beloved”. The same article describes Fry as “a 
man of middle height. His whiskers and beard are tinged with grey, but he 
looks wonderfully young for his sixty-two years”. 
 
R H Fry was a generous man in his support for charities, but often his 
generosity was channelled through others. Two national examples are Mrs 
Fry’s donation to the Transvaal War Fund in 1899 and R H Fry’s donation on 
behalf of the Victoria and Beaufort Clubs to the Indian Famine Relief. It has 
been difficult to ascertain the full extent of charitable support as it was often 
channelled through these two clubs that were closely associated with the 
racing world. Research in the archives of University College Hospital archives 
has  
uncovered that St Paul’s Hospital, that was in Red Lion Square Holborn, was 
largely founded through Fry’s generosity. The Hospital’s principal purpose 
was for the treatment of genito-urinary and skin diseases. Fry was concerned 

that the poor, who were often the 
most likely to suffer from these 
diseases, could not afford the 
necessary treatment. In its first year 
of existence the hospital treated over 
3,000 “indigent persons” (also see 
25th April 1899 – The Sporting Life). 
One of the honorary medical staff 
was Alfred Allport (1867-1949) who 
was married to Edith Blanche Eicke 
Fry (1871-1909) the fourth child of 
Gertrude and Richard Fry. Edith, a 
qualified nurse, became matron of 
Norwood Cottage Hospital from 1897 
to 1900. They had married at All 
Saints, Upper Norwood on 27th June 
1894 and by 1901 were living at 115 
Hopton Road, Streatham. Alfred 
“Auntie” Allport started his rugby 
playing career while a doctor at 
Guy’s Hospital, gained his cap for 
England in 1892 and was in the first 
Barbarians squad.  
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While researching Fry and his charitable support the name of Blanche Grey 
with thespian connections often emerges. Correspondence with a family 
member, Rosalind Strang, solved the mystery concerning this lady who was 
putting on performances and making generous donations connected with R H 
Fry. This was Ada Blanch Eicke (1839-1919), the sister of Fry’s wife 
Gertrude. Rosalind wrote that she lived at Grecian Villa in later years. The 
only professional acting reference discovered is in 1869 in “The Tempest” in 
New York. As well as taking an active part in the St Paul’s Hospital she put 
on many theatrical performances to raise money for causes such as the 
Marylebone Dispensary as reported in the Illustrated Sporting & Dramatic 
News on 29th June 1889.  
 
More locally, was a performance on 17th February 1881 at “The Institute” 
Lower Norwood for the poor of Upper and Lower Norwood, and a month later 
at the same venue but for the benefit of the National College for the Blind. 
Blanche was also assiduous in her support of the Norwood Cottage Hospital. 
This support included an annual dramatic presentation organised by her in 
the Opera Theatre of the Crystal Palace for the benefit of the Norwood 
Cottage Hospital.   
 

 
 

Figure 1 Blanche Grey as Princess Claudian Morakoff (Illustrated Sporting & Dramatic 

News 9th May 1896). 
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Blanche Grey was one of two organisers for an appeal to provide a bed at the 
Cottage Hospital in memory of Emperor Frederick of Germany, and the South 
London Press of the 8th December 1888 mentions that R H Fry, in support, is 
to hold a bazaar in the grounds of the Grecian Villa in the following spring. In 
the North Devon Journal for 30th March 1899 the grounds are described as 
being of “about 12 acres, which Mr Fry purchased some years ago, in order 
that the views from his house should not be spoilt.” 
 
It has been difficult to ascertain what specific local causes R H Fry directly 
helped financially but one such was the Anerley Bicycle Club. The club had 
been formed in 1881 and is still active today. It included among its early 
members the cyclist, early motorist and sometime resident of 80 Belvedere 
Road, Stanley Francis Edge (1868-1940). Fry financed the prizes that were 
awarded at the club’s meetings and competitions at the Crystal Palace. 
 
It has been mentioned that Fry was a Guardian of the Poor when in Liverpool, 
but this is probably a reflection of his political interests rather than 
philanthropy. Fry was a staunch Conservative and one of the most 
remarkable stories concerns his journey to cast his vote in multiple 
constituencies. This was reported widely including on 7th July 1892 in the 
Sheffield and Rotherham Independent under the heading “Privileged Voter”. It 
predicted he would “perform an unprecedented electoral feat. Driving from his 

beautiful residence at Beulah Hill, he 
will reach Wimbledon at 8’o’clock, 
vote, then be off to London Bridge, 
and on to Tottenham, where he 
possesses property. After there he 
returns to Ealing, where he is also 
entitled to vote, and reaching 
Paddington where he is in time to 
catch the Flying Dutchman, will reach 
Porlock, West Somersetshire in time 
to record the vote he possesses 
there”. At this time there was 
entitlement to vote at every 
constituency where one had property. 
This reveals a little of the extent of 
Fry’s property. After his death, the 
sale of property listed in various 
newspapers indicates a portfolio 
including also two farms at Lynton, 
North Devon, the freehold of three The Fry family gave – Norwood Cemetery. 
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houses in St Sidwell’s, Exeter (Western Times 27th March 1903) as well as 21 
properties in Norwood in addition to Grecian Villa and the 111

/2 acres opposite 
(Times 16 March 1903). 
Richard Henry Fry died on 22nd December 1902 leaving effects of £31,690 to 
his widow Gertrude. The funeral was held two days later on Christmas Eve at 
Norwood Cemetery and was widely reported throughout Britain and the 
colonies. Many of these reports were syndicated from The Norwood Review 
which reported on the 8th January 1903 that the funeral “brought together a 
large assemblage of sporting men”. It continued to report that although no 
flowers were requested the wreaths were many and “watchers from an early 
hour awaited the arrival of the cortege….Soon after mid-day the cortege left 
the house. It consisted of an open hearse and ten mourning coaches, and 
many private carriages. Many lined the route to the cemetery.” A brief service 
was held at St Luke’s and the plain oak coffin was carried to the family vault. 
“None of the ladies of the family were at the graveside”. The chief mourners 
are listed including Dr Hetley who attended R H Fry in “his last illness”. A Mr 
Cooper, described as a near neighbour, “paid a last tribute at the graveside”. 
Mr J B Wilson was the furnishing undertaker which was noted in the 
Streatham News report of 3rd January; this also reported that there were only 
15 at the graveside although 50 wished to be there.  
 
There is much that has been left out of this article. The research was started 
well over a year ago and even allowing for projects that have interrupted the 
progress it has become apparent that R H Fry’s interests were so wide that 
much more time was needed. A major omission has been the continuing 
business interests in the cotton and milling trade in the Manchester area but 
internet research has been unsuccessful and a journey to that area could not 
be justified  
 
Much of what has. been quoted has been from newspapers but invaluable 
information and the family photograph were obtained from Gerald Murphy, 
the archivist of St Joseph’s College. Mr Murphy kindly allowed me access to 
the College’s archive and showed me the inside of the College indicating 
those rooms that had been part of the Fry house. Through Mr Murphy I was 
put in touch with Mrs Rosalind Strang, the great grand-daughter of R H Fry. 
Significant clarification of the family members has been made possible 
through the email correspondence with Mrs Strang. I am grateful for Mrs 
Strang’s and Mr Murphy’s help. References to the Norwood Cottage Hospital 
have been made with the help of the Hospital Minute Books which the 
Norwood Society has deposited with the Museum of Croydon.   

Alun Thomas 
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FOUND IN BRIGHTON  
While searching through postcards in a delightful 
collectors shop in Brighton, my eye lighted upon 
this postcard of a Beringer – Esme. She had to 
be the actress daughter of Oscar Beringer who 
was a partner in Beringer and Strohmenger a 
music shop in Westow Hill, Upper Norwood. The 
message on the reverse posted in 1904 to an 
address in Brixton refers to a play recently seen 
at the Tivoli staring Esme. She was one of 
Oscar’s talented children born in 1875 (died 
1972).  
 
Having taken up fencing as a girl, as a young  
adult in 1896 she drew acclaim for dramatic 
performances in the ‘breeches role’ of Romeo 
opposite her younger sister Vera as Juliet. She 

went on to become an instructor with the Actresses Foil Club. In 1917 she 
starred in one silent movie “All the World’s a Stage”. In the play “Whiteoak” 
that ran for 850 performances at the Playhouse Theatre, Charing Cross she 
played the character ‘Gran’. Throughout her later career she was invariably 
billed as the “celebrated actress”.    

 Barbara Thomas 

 
THE GROCER AND HIS ILLEGITIMATE PAUPER CHILD 
Esther and Edward Slater Priest are buried in pauper graves somewhere in 
All Saint’s churchyard, Upper Norwood.  How they came to be there is sad 
tale of woe that needs to be told.  Both children, born illegitimately, had short, 
hard lives, in and out of the Workhouse and died as paupers, separated from 
their mother, in Mr Aubyn’s Central London District School, Upper Norwood. 
Jane Russell Priest, the childrens' mother, was born 21st  April 1817 to 
Joseph and Sarah Priest of Union Street, Woolwich, south east London.  
Joseph's trade was listed as a wheeler.  Jane was baptised three weeks later 
at St Mary Magdalene, Woolwich.  The Priests do not appear in any census 
records and so may have both died before 1841.   
Little is known of Jane's childhood and she does not surface again until the 
night of the 6th June 1841 when she is recorded in the census as an assistant 
working for a grocer named Ward Slater at 76 Drury Lane, central London.  
They both appear to be single, having different surnames, though marital 
status was not recorded by the 1841 census.  Both state their age as being 
30, though she was probably only 24 and he 31.  They were living on the 
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premises with seven others.  These premises no longer exist but shops 
nearby give an idea of where they were living. 
 

 Mr Ward Slater is well documented having 
been born to Edward and Elizabeth Slater in 
July 1809 in Preston, a small village in Kent.  
His unusual first name of 'Ward' makes him 
easy to track. 
 
However, within a year Jane was recorded 
as having been discharged from the Castle 
Street Workhouse, Westminster.  This was 
in June 1842 and she was accompanied by 
her 'bastard' son Edward Slater Priest.  Note 
his middle name!  She left at her own 
request and would not wait to be 'removed'.  

 
 

In August 1842 Jane Priest appeared in 
court charged with having assaulted Mr 
Ward Slater, a grocer, residing in Drury-

Lane.  The case was held in secrecy in a private room.  It was alleged that 'an 
intimacy had existed for some time between the parties, the consequence of 
which the defendant became a mother. The complainant shortly after became 
a family man, having taken to himself a companion for life, which 
circumstances obliged the defendant to make visits at the house less 
frequent, and having endured repeated instances of his ingratitude, 
accordingly she entered, expecting some small relief would be afforded her, 
and high words being used he attempted to eject her by force from the 
premises, to prevent his customers taking notice of the circumstance, when 
she incautiously lifted her hand and struck him in the face'  ( Morning 
Advertiser, 20th August 1842).  
 
The magistrate, Mr Twyford, being satisfied from the evidence that the 
assault had been proved, ordered the "unfortunate" to find bail, which she 
instantly did and was discharged. 
 
Slater married Elizabeth Minton on 19th July 1842.  Thus Jane, rejected by 
her son's father, homeless and without an income and having been dismissed 
from Slater's grocers found herself admitted to the workhouse on 23rd July 
1842 with her illegitimate son. 
 
 

Shops in Drury Lane.  © Stephen Oxford 
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Some time before the end of March 1851 (census) Edward S Priest was 
abandoned by Jane and recorded as an inmate of the Central London District 
School in Upper Norwood.  At the beginning of August of 1852 he died and 
was buried in a pauper's grave in All Saint's churchyard on August 5th. 
Before the end of 1848 Jane found herself pregnant again and was admitted 
to the St Marylebone Workhouse on 5th May 1849 and gave birth to her 
second son John Turner Priest on 25th May. She and John were discharged a 
mere eighteen days later.  John was christened at St Sepulchre’s, Holborn 
30th January 1850 at which time he was again recorded as resident with his 
mother in the Union Workhouse and her calling as a 'servant'.  As Jane used 
Ward Slater's surname as Edward's middle name it might be assumed that 
John's father was a Mr Turner.  It is probably too much of a coincidence that 
a Mr Charles Turner, a 39 year old servant, lived no more than a mile away 
from Jane in Islington! 
 
Jane appears in the 1851 census in King's Court, Shoreditch where she is 
recorded as a widowed needlewoman living with a Mr Joseph Jackson, a 
cordwainer, and her son John.  
 
Jane, pregnant for the third time, was admitted to the Castle Street 
Workhouse on September 11th 1852 'in labour', where she gave birth to a 
daughter, Esther Maria. However, Esther is not recorded as being born until 
the 9th of October. Esther was baptised on 4th of November, at which time she 
was recorded as a 'bastard'.  They were both discharged less than a month 
after the birth on 9th of November 1852.  At some point Esther was also 
transferred to Mr Aubin's Central London District School where she died in 
December 1853 and was also buried in a pauper's grave in All Saint's 
churchyard. 

 
 

Workhouse record for Edward Priest. 
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Ward Slater had a chequered life but his was rather more comfortable than 
that of Jane Priest and her three illegitimate children!   Having been born in 
July 1809, in Preston, Kent, he seems to have had the finances to set up in 
business as grocers and tallow chandlers with his brother John in The Strand, 
London.  They manufactured tallow candles for sale in their Strand shop.  
They had insured the shop premises at 289 The Strand as 'Tallow Chandlers’ 
and the factory at 18 Wych Street with The Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance 
Group. 

In July 1832 Ward Slater indicted 
Isaac Nutman for stealing a 70lb box 
of candles from their factory in Wych 
Street.  Nutman was employed as a 
porter by the Slater brothers in 
manufacturing candles. He admitted 
taking them and Slater Ward said he 
was of good character until that point, 
and had a large family.  'Mercy' was 
recommended and Nutman found 
guilty was subjected to three months 
imprisonment.   
 
However, by April 1833 the Ward 
brothers had been declared 
'Bankrupt', (Bath Chronicle and 
Weekly Gazette).  They were back in 
business by 1839 this time as 'wax 
chandlers, and grocers' again in the 
Strand, (Perry's Bankrupt Gazette).  
 
After marrying Elizabeth Minton in 
1842 it was nearly three years before 
their first son, Ward was born.  They 
had a daughter, Susanne in 1847 and 
a second son, Minton, in 1852. 

By 1845 their fortunes seemed to have improved as the Ward brothers had a 
second shop near Old Street. It was from there George Morton was indicted 
by Slater Ward, at The Old Bailey, for stealing a large sack of coffee, worth 
10s 6d (£43, at today's value) from a shop run on his behalf by Mr John 
Parker.  Several witnesses were called and identified Morton as the thief who 
had a previous conviction for 'larceny'. Morton was found guilty and 
'Transported for seven years'!  
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Ward and Elizabeth had moved to Camberwell by the time of the 1851 
census, living at 4 and 5 Camberwell Grove where he carried on in business 
as a grocer.  Living with them and their two children were Hale Lawford, a 
grocer's apprentice and Susanna Carter a general servant. 
 
All did not go smoothly for Ward Slater as in 1853 he was indicted at 
Newington Sessions House by the board of magistrates of being in 
possession of 'weights and measures which were not of the legal standard'.  
Mr Slater, described as a 'grocer and cheesemonger of Camberwell Grove', 
was found guilty and fined 20s (£90) with 6s (£27) costs!   
 
At some point Ward Slater began to import chicory and in 1854 wrote a letter 
to the Editor of Bell's Weekly Messenger espousing the use of it for the 
troops.  He claimed that it was ' as necessary to health as grateful to the 
palate and economical in its use'.   He pointed out that it could be added to 
coffee and as a result 'the cost to our troops would be considerably 
decreased whilst the quantity and quality would be equally increased'.   
 

The Slater family had moved to Hackney by 
1861 where they lived at 4 Victoria Park Road.  
In the census he is described as a Chicory 
Merchant.  His son Ward was a clerk to his 
father's business whilst Susan and Minton were 
scholars.  They had a general servant, Jane 
Dawne.  In 1869 he had premises at 64 
Pentonville Road, a stone's throw from Kings 
Cross station. That year Ward's wife Elizabeth 
died at the age of fifty seven at their home in 
Victoria Park Road.  In January the following 
year Ward had put his 'Grocery and Provisions' 
business up for sale (Clerkenwell News, 29 
January 1869).   
 
Ward must have sold his business and seems 
to have invested in other properties in north 

London, including Essex Road, Dartmouth Park 
Road, Tottenham Court Road, Shepherds Bush 
Road, Junction Road, Stapleton-Hall Road, 

Alroy Road, Mount Pleasant Road and Wightman Road.  However it is not 
clear from the Electoral Registers whether they were his properties or his 
son's, also called Ward Slater.  
He continued in business as a wholesale grocer in partnership with his son 
and by 1881 they were living at 16 Lancaster Road.  By 1891 they had 

Ward Slater's House, Stroud Green.        
© Stephen Oxford. 
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moved to a larger house at 53 Stapleton Hall Road, Stroud Green, a large 
four floor Victorian terraced house by which time Slater had retired and was 
living with seven relations and a servant.  Slater Ward died surrounded by his 
extended family probably in very comfortable, if not luxurious, surroundings in 
his own home towards the end of 1899 in Edmonton.  His decision to throw 
Jane Priest out after she had become pregnant turned out to be a good one 
for him.  We will never know the circumstances under which their 'intimacy' 
came about and who initiated it but it did have dire consequences for their 
illegitimate son Edward Slater Priest.  

 
As for Jane and her 
second son John 
Priest they are far 
more difficult to 
track.  A John 
Priest, that might be 
the same person, 
appears in 
Workhouse records 
in Tower Hamlets 
twice in 1879 where 
he is described as a 
'Workhouse child' 
and recorded as a 
single man who is a 
labourer.  The same 
name appears 

again in Greenwich 
Workhouse records 
in 1891, with a home 
address nearby.  In 
1903 there is a 

record of a John Priest, 54, widower, marrying Eleanor Whitby, widow in 
Hackney but there is little other than name and age to link them.  The last 
possible link is the death of a John Priest, aged 82 in Hackney. 
 
Jane Priest's name does not appear again and she vanishes without trace, 
though she may well have assumed another name and have moved away 
from London.   
 

Stephen Oxford 
 

Left to right, back row – Minon Slater, unknown, Pembrook Slater, 
Wrd Slater Jr. 

Front row: Ethel Slater, Elizabeth Minton Slater, Alice Minton Slater, 
Ward Slater Sr & Harold Slater. 
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GAFFITI REMOVAL 
 
Anyone who has recently visited southern, central or eastern Europe will no doubt have 
been shocked at the amount of graffiti that covers many city streets and public 
monuments. We are fortunate to have local authorities that will respond rapidly to clearing 
graffiti. 
  
If you would like graffiti removed you can contact the appropriate body:  
 
Bromley - graffiti can be reported on-line. Their website requires you to report the graffiti 
on a map. They aim to remove the graffiti within three working days. The site address is: 
http://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/584/graffiti_-
_reporting_and_removal/199/graffiti_removal  
 
Croydon - send an email with a list of the exact locations to: graffiti@croydon.gov.uk 
The service is excellent and graffiti is usually removed within 24 to 48 hours. 
 
Lambeth - again an email will exact locations will result in the removal of the graffiti. 
Contact:  graffiti@lambeth.gov.uk  Graffiti on a Council Housing Estate has to be 
reported to the Local Area Housing Office. 
 
Lewisham – completion of an on-line form is required, which can be accessed on their 
website at: 
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/environment/street-
cleaning/Pages/Report-graffiti.aspx 
 
Southwark – the council will remove graffiti once you complete an on-line form which can 
be accessed at: https://forms.southwark.gov.uk/ShowForm.asp?fm_fid=1480 
 
 
 
 
 
Graffiti on the following properties can  
be reported by ‘phone, as the local  
authority will not necessarily remove it: 
 
 
 
 

Network Rail Property – 0345 711 4141 
BT Telephone Boxes – 0800 023 2023 
Bus Shelters – Transport for London 0343 222 1234 or 
mailto:customerservice@tfl.gov.uk 
Post Boxes – Royal Mail 03457 740740 
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BAYLISS, JONES & BAYLISS, GATE & RAILING MANUFACTURERS 

Grange Wood, the park alongside of Grange Road now known as 
Grangewood Park, was originally part of the "Great North Wood" a large 
expanse of woodland stretching from Honor Oak in the north to Selhurst in 
the south.   

The current gates 
to Grangewood 
Park were 
manufactured by 
Bayliss, Jones & 
Bayliss around 
1900 when the 
Park was acquired 
and developed by 
Croydon Council.  
Before that the 
park was the 
home of Charles 
Hood, inventor 
and iron and steel 
magnate.  All of 
the gates to the 
park are from the 
same company 
but the only 
section of original 
railings flank the 
southern gates on 
Grange Road. 

William Bayliss, the founder of the firm, was born in 1803 in Priestfield, 
Shropshire.  His father Moses was a blacksmith who had his own 
blacksmith's shop and looked after the mine pumping engines. Much of his 
work was for the miners, sharpening their picks, shoeing their horses and 
repairing hand tools.  

William worked hard and saved enough money to enable him to buy a large 
plot of wasteland in Cable Street, Wolverhampton where he established the 
Victoria Works in 1826. He began to produce iron products including sheep 
hurdles, railings, gates, stable fittings, ornamental ironwork and chains for 
mining and shipping. 

Gates and railings at the southern entrance. © Stephen Oxford.  
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Eventually his brother Moses, who had been a nut and bolt maker at 
Providence Works, Darlaston, joined him in the venture.  In 1859 they were 
joined by Edwin Jones, an iron trader from South Wales, The partnership 

then became 
Bayliss, Jones 
and Bayliss. 

The company 
were very 
successful and 
Mr Jones became 
resident in 
London, running 
an office at 84 
Cannon Street. 
 
Though a 
subsidiary of 
G.K.N. from 
1922, the 
company kept its 
own name and 
the Bayliss family 
continued to 
provide its 
management.  
However it all 
came to an end in 
the 1980s when 
GKN decided to 
close the steel 
side of the 
business and so 
the works were 
sold. 
(Priddey, 2000).  
Priddey, H. 

(2000). Baylis, Jones and Baylis. Retrieved June 11, 2017, from Industry and 

the Canal: 

http://www.historywebsite.co.uk/Museum/OtherTrades/BCN/BJB.htm 

Stephen Oxford 
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A BIT OF A MYSTERY 
 
Stephen Oxford and Alun Thomas recently had access to items that once 
were in the care of Joan Warwick that were deposited at the London 
Metropolitan Archives by a past member. We have been unable to identify 
where this house was. Has anyone seen this image before or know where it 
might be? 
 
 

 



 
 

NORWOOD SOCIETY BOOKS 
 
 

BOOK PRICE BY POST 

The Phoenix Suburb. 

by Alan R. Warwick. £9.99 £12.30 

Exploring Upper Norwood, South of All 

Saints Church. 

by Stephen Oxford. £4.00 £5.60 

Emile Zola Photographer in Norwood.  
£7.95 

 
£9.95 

The Story of Norwood. 

by J. B. Wilson. £6.95 £8.95 

Emile Zola & The Story of Norwood. 

 

£10.00 £13.00 

Glimpses of Norwood. 

by Alan R. Warwick. £1.50 £2.10 

On the Trail of Norwood. 

by John Yaxley. £1.50 £2.10 

Down at Beulah. 

by Joan Warwick. 

 
£1.50 

 
£2.10 

Thomas Ross of Kilravock House: His 

Life and Times  

by Eric Kings £4.99 £6.99 

Treetops & Terraces: 

And the walls came-a-tumbling down. 

by Beryl Cheeseman £6.00 £8.00 
 

 

 

   To order: 

e-mail: secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk        

Post: The Norwood Society, 9 Grangecliffe Gardens, London SE25 6SY                        

In order to save on postage you may collect the book(s) personally. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Represents the interests of the people who 
live or work in Norwood to local 

authorities and government agencies. 
 

Researches the history of Norwood, 
publishes literature and sponsors 

publications about its history and culture. 
 

Communicates, informs through talks, 
exhibitions and the Norwood Review, our 

quarterly journal. 
 

Although the Norwood Society cannot 
provide expert advice on planning, 

transport, trees and open spaces, it takes a 
close interest in these matters, and would 
welcome information about them in the 

Norwood area. It may not be able to 
become directly involved in all of them, 
but would be able to advise on suitable 
sources of help and possible strategies. 
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