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PROGRAMME OF LOCAL EVENTS
LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Thursdays at 8.00 pm at the Phoenix Centre – No charge
Thursday 19th July 2012 - Bygone Streatham
Presented by John Brown
Thursday 16th August 2012 - Some Theatrical Connections
Presented by Barbara Thomas
Thursday 20th September 2012 - Woodside
Presented by John Hickman
Thursday 18th October 2012 - Local History
Presented by Keith Holdaway

WALKS
Sunday 24th June 2012
Elmers End Cemetery - Led by John Hickman.
Meet at 2.30 pm at Elmers End Road entrance. Bus 356. Tram stop Birkbeck.
Sunday 29th July 2012
Norwood Junction to Selhurst Station - Led by Pat Dennison.
Meet at 2.30 pm at Station Approach entrance to Norwood Junction Station.
The walk will take in South Norwood Recreation Ground, alongside the river
Graveney and Norbury Brook. Buses 75, 157, 196 and 410
Sunday 2nd September 2012
Circular Tour of Church Road Area - Led by Alun Thomas
Meet at 2.30 pm outside Crystal Palace Railway Station (Anerley Hill)
Buses 157, 249, 358, 410 and 432.
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FRONT COVER ILLUSTRATION
Photograph from the front cover of the new book ‘Norwood A Second Selection’
by John Coulter featured on pages 9-12.

THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in September 2012. Contributions should be
sent, no later than 20th August 2012, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood
Review, 47 Ross Road, London SE25 6SB or secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk.
(020 8653 8768). Would contributors please give their ‘phone number, address
and e-mail address.
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ANNUAL REPORT 2011/12
The Society has continued its work throughout the last year, sometimes quietly
and unobtrusively, but nonetheless effectively. The Society has two principal
windows on the world, our website www.norwoodsociety.co.uk, which is open
to visitors 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and The Norwood Review, published
four times a year and delivered or posted to our members who live both in
Norwood and in various parts of the country. The two are linked, not only
because the website now has an extensive digital library of articles from The
Norwood Review stretching back to our earliest days, but also because
enquiries, often made following visits to the website, have resulted in a number
of interesting historical articles being published in the Review. Eric Kings has
continued to type up articles from old issues of the Review for posting on the
website and many thanks are due to him for this dedicated work. The Editor
of the Review, Eric Kings (assisted by Anna Lines), has produced four
interesting and informative issues in the last year and many thanks are due to
them, to contributors of articles and to John Brown for typesetting, layout and
illustrations.
The Review is an attractive small journal which acts as an accessible,
authoritative and growing archive of local history material. Among the many
articles of interest in the last year have been ones on the history of Beaulieu
Heights, William Ford Stanley, Handley’s Brickworks, Emile Zola and the
Queen’s Hotel, and the church of St John the Evangelist in Auckland Road.
Many thanks are also due to the help of several members of the Society who
act as deliverers of the Review, thus helping to keep down postage costs.
The Society has continued to monitor planning applications, particularly in
Croydon, and to make observations and representations which have often led to
success, either acceptable improvements to the developments proposed or in
their refusal. In a year when there have been no really large-scale
developments proposed in our area it would be invidious to comment on
individual applications, but rest assured that our planning representatives on
the Committee, Philip Goddard and Rebecca Wheatley, have given detailed
reports at each meeting. It should be remembered that the Norwood Society is
a long-established
organisation that aims to protect the amenity of those living
The
inNORWO
the Norwood area. It is not a single-issue campaign and has to spread its
resources
OD over a wide remit.
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Crystal Palace Park
The future of Crystal Palace Park continues to be a matter of concern. Peter
Austin, our Vice-President, has been a member of the Crystal Palace Park
Working Group for many years and has co-chaired three meetings of the Group
in the last year. He attended on behalf of the Society a conference held in the
Lodge Conference Centre in the Park on 20th May last year. Representatives of
the London Borough of Bromley outlined proposals for the setting up of a
Project Board to consider the implementation of parts of the MasterPlan
approved by the Secretary of State at the end of 2010 and also issues
concerning the future ownership and governance of the Park. The Crystal
Palace Park Working Group will continue to meet for the time being,
notwithstanding the establishment of a Community Group selected by
Bromley. I have attended the two most recent meetings of the Working Group.
One interesting proposal to emerge is a private initiative to get the Subway
under Crystal Palace Parade opened again to the public from the Southwark
end. While there may be difficulties in the way of achieving this object, if the
project becomes a feasible one it would be worthy of financial support from
the Society.
The implementation of the MasterPlan is subject to a legal challenge to the
Secretary of State’s decision brought by two members of the Crystal Palace
Community Association, one of whom is John Payne, a member of the
Norwood Society Committee. In February this year the Committee agreed to
pay the sum of £500 to the CPCA Indemnification Account. This is a
-3-
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contribution towards any costs order that may be given against John Payne
should the challenge fail. The case was heard in the High Court on 7th and 8th
March. Judgment was reserved and has not yet been given. It should be
emphasised that the extent of the Society’s liability is £500 and applies only to
these proceedings. If the challenge is successful or if costs are not ordered
against John Payne, the money will be returned.
During the year the Committee agreed to pay £220 for the cost of erecting one
signpost, either on Church Road or Auckland Road, indicating the Stambourne
Walk, provided that the London Borough of Croydon pays for the other sign and
for the maintenance of both. This project has not yet been implemented. The
Society had a stall and exhibition in Westow Park at the Crystal Palace
Overground Festival on Saturday 13th August. This was a particularly successful
and joyful community event, especially because it took place on the Saturday
following the riots, and people from all sections of the local community were
determined to make it a success. Just over £120 was taken at our bookstall.
Keith Holdaway ran a bookstall at Kingswood House on Open House weekend
in September, but his wife’s death prevented his and the Society’s attendance at
the Lambeth Archives Day at the Minet Library on 1st October.
Keith has continued to organise monthly meetings of the Local History Group,
on the third Thursday of each month, at the Phoenix Community Centre and
has organized summer walks.
The future of the Upper Norwood Library remains of grave concern.
Committee members have attended various meetings organized by the Upper
Norwood Library Campaign.
Dennis Britton DFC, whom some of us will remember as Membership
Secretary for many years, died early this year aged 90. A short obituary
appeared in the Spring 2012 issue of the ‘Review’.
Thanks are due to the Vice-Chairman Jerry Green and Committee members for
their support. Anna Lines as Secretary has undertaken many tasks, not the least
of these being the collection of subscriptions from members. With generous
donations from some members, these account for nearly £2,000. This is a great
achievement. Book sales, although a little down on last year, contributed nearly
£1,000 towards our income. The Norwood Society remains in good shape to
face the challenges the next year will bring.

Richard Lines
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UPPER
NORWOOD
LIBRARY
MEETING
REPORT
Croydon’s well-attended
public consultation meeting at
the Salvation Army Centre on
16th May about the future of
the Upper Norwood Library
proved to be a lively occasion. Croydon’s Cabinet Member for Culture
(Councillor Sarah Bashford) was told, in no uncertain terms, that the Library
with the services it offered was an essential part of the community in Upper
Norwood, and that its retention had massive public support from old and young
alike. There were criticisms about the way in which Croydon Council had been
dealing with the matter, and its unilateral abrogation of the long-standing
agreement with Lambeth Council to run the Library jointly and share the cost.
In answer to questions Councillor Bashford (who was shortly to hand over
Cabinet responsibility to Deputy Leader Councillor Tim Pollard, who was also
present informally) said that serious consultations with Lambeth Council were
ongoing, and no arrangement was ruled out, including a trust of some kind. In
the meantime Croydon Council had maintained financial provision for the
Library in its budget for 2012/13, and was listening very carefully to what local
people had to say. It was not however envisaged that the old agreement with
Lambeth Council would be reinstated.
The meeting concluded with a request that the Upper Norwood community
should be directly involved in the discussions and negotiations with Lambeth
Council.
(A full report of this meeting – written by the Norwood Society’s ViceChairman in his role as local journalist – can be found on the Crystal Palace
Local and The Palace Magazine websites.)
http://www.crystal-palacemag.co.uk/ or http://www.crystalpalacelocal.co.uk/
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THE CRYSTAL PALACE
HIGH LEVEL RAILWAY
by John Gale
So much has been written about the Crystal Palace
itself that there is little more that can usefully be
written about it. However, John Gale has
concentrated his wide-ranging research on a
particular aspect of the Palace, so far not covered
in any detail. It will attract railway enthusiasts
by its excellent illustrations and photographs,
and the general reader by the interesting account of attempts to
arrange easy and cheap access to the Palace in the face of disputes between
railway companies in the era of railway growth, and eventually the challenges
presented by trams, buses and cars.
Of particular interest is that the introduction of the 3-mile stretch of railway
line from Nunhead to the Palace was not intended to be limited to use as a
terminus, even though the High Level Station was designed and built to match
the magnificence of the Palace itself. Little now survives of course of the
Palace following the disastrous fire of 1936, but the conflagration did not affect
the imposing High Level Station, or the equally imposing (and still existing)
subway under the Parade to give first class passengers covered access to the
Palace. The other categories had to face a climb and then cross the Parade.
The High Level Railway was of course in competition with the Low Level
Railway, the construction of which was apparently a condition which had to be
met before the Exhibition structure in Hyde Park could be dismantled and
moved to its new site in South London. It did however involve a long and
discouraging walk up a covered way from the station. The new site was known
as Penge Place, and sold to the Crystal Palace Company for £86,661 by its
owner, Leo Schuster, who was also a director of the London, Brighton and
South Coast Railway.
Moving the exhibition structure to its new site proved to be a laborious process,
as the horse-drawn carts had to ascend the steep Sydenham Hill. Lodginghouses and hotels sprang up, together with imposing hotels for the affluent.
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Agreement was finally reached on the new 3-mile connection to the rest of the
railway system at Nunhead, which included some difficult stretches requiring
tunnels, bridges, deep cuttings and embankments. 1800 yards (13 acres) of the
route had to be bought from Alleyn’s College of God’s Gift, and the present
College building was financed by the proceeds of the sale. In addition the
College imposed a number of onerous conditions, including a footbridge over
Cox’s Walk used by Pissarro for his famous painting of Lordship Lane Station.
When built the High Level Railway did not yield the income expected, mainly
because of difficulties with other railway companies providing access to central
London stations. It was always in the minds of the promoters to extend the
railway by an open cutting or by a tunnel/bridge over Tudor Road, across Fox
Lane (now Fox Hill) to Sylvan Road and onwards to connect with another
system. That proposal was abandoned, and would have attracted massive local
objections from residents in what had become a desirable location. Another
scheme would have run behind Church Road and on to the Spa, and reached a
parliamentary stage, only to be defeated by objections from residents in Church
Road.
There was, apparently, serious consideration to extending the Underground
from the Elephant and Castle to, initially, Camberwell Green, and then on
through Dulwich to Upper Norwood. The first stage reached, in 1950 or so,
digging trial pits along the route to Camberwell, but was then abandoned. That
-7-
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scheme would not have been inspired by the Crystal Palace and its attractions,
as it had by then burnt down. Now of course there is an Overground connection
to supplement the existing railway connection.
The High Level line had its share of accidents, some caused by inadequate
braking systems, and John Gale describes them in graphic detail. One of
particular interest involved the discovery under debris of the body of a 12-year
old boy with a basket full of racing pigeons and no means of identification. The
pigeons were released with messages and not long afterwards the boy’s father
turned up, having received the message.
The maintenance of the High Level Railway track
was neglected after the fire of 1936, and after its
wartime use it became clear that its future was in
doubt. The imposing station was in decay, and nets
had to be strung across to stop debris falling on a
decreasing number of travellers. In 1954 the railway
closed, and a ceremonial last train recorded the
occasion.
John Gale’s book is very well illustrated, and what
is said above touches on only some of its very
interesting features and accounts.
(£13.50 ISBN 9781899889 – Lightmoor Press).
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NORWOOD
A SECOND SELECTION
by John Coulter
This follow-up to Norwood in Old
Photographs published in 2002 maintains
the high quality of publications by John
Coulter. His ‘Norwood Past’ has
provided much useful information for
the Norwood Society to answer
enquiries, and this volume of postcard
views and photographs is a valuable
additional source.
John Coulter has usefully followed the format
of the 2002 book, save that he has introduced Woodside, a
much-neglected area not always recognized as part of Norwood proper because
of its distance from the Triangle, widely seen as the hub of Norwood, possibly
because of its elevated
position on the North
Wood Ridge. Postcards
are very collectable, in
particular those which
record the past, and
John Coulter has made
an excellent selection
from those available to
him. No doubt others
will turn up as attics are
cleared out, and as
people realize their
possible value. If there
Nicholas Ley acquired this dairy at 232 Rommany are enough of them it
Road at the beginning of the First World War and
could well be that John
it was continued on by his daughter Annie.
Coulter will be tempted
Robert Gerrard House now occupied the site.
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In 1923 the booking hall of West Norwood station was in the news
because the young clerk posing nervously on the right was held up
by three armed robbers at midnight on 18th January.
The thieves took £30 from the till and - to add insult to injury made their escape by train without even buying tickets!
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The Old Spa house at 249 South Norwood Hill.
This was one of Upper Norwood's oldest and most important mansions
which was occupied by Lord Grosvenor, an ancestor of the
Duke of Westminster. The house was replaced by Spa Close, built in 1933.

The northern half of South Norwood High Street decorated with flags,
bunting and garlands to celebrate Christmas in 1909
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James Morter set himself up as a butcher at 49 and 51 Westow Hill at the
beginning of the 1880s. The business prospered and by 1910 had reached
the impressive scale seen here, when it occupied Nos 45 to 51. It contracted
in the late 1920s, but was still trading in 1939 as a fishmonger's shop and
restaurant at Nos 45 and 47.
to embark on a third selection. Norwood, as an area, runs from Herne Hill to
Addiscombe, and there is scope for more to be discovered about its
development.
Sending a postcard with a view was very prevalent at one time, and one can
only speculate about the messages on those that survive. It was also cheap to
send, and did not need an envelope. It was of course traditional to send one
with a saucy theme from the seaside, and these are particularly collectable. This
second selection includes maps of the area from the time just before the 1920’s
and 1930’s boom in building family homes, and these are invaluable to
visualizing the Norwood area before parts of it became a residential suburb for
ordinary folk, and house-ownership in ‘green’ surroundings was the ambition
of many of those moving from inner London.
Of particular interest are John Coulter’s footnotes to the photographs. These
add vital and interesting information which, along with the excellent and wellproduced photographs, make the book interesting reading. It would be a
welcome addition to any bookshelf.
Norwood: A Second Selection by John Coulter. The History Press @ £12.99
ISBN 9 780752 465944
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THE GREEK NECROPOLIS
Greece suffered under the rule of the Ottoman Empire and had to wait until the
end of the Napoleonic Wars to get its independence in 1832. Even then the
island of Chios remained under the Turks until 1892. That island has a special
place in the history of Greek emigration because it rebelled in 1822. The
reaction of the Turks was so harsh that many prosperous Greeks left the island
– a large number to London, at that time a major trading port. They remained
as an identifiable community linked by language, commercial interests and
their Orthodox Christian faith. They achieved business success in a number of
areas. Their cause was championed by people like Lord Byron and Victor
Hugo.
The leaders of the Greek community (in particular the Ralli family) decided
that those eminent Greeks who died should not have their remains scattered
around the mainly Anglican churchyards of England but should have their own
plot of land where monuments reflecting their lives and achievements could be
erected. So in 1842 they obtained a lease of a plot of about 1,600 sq ft from the
proprietors of the newly-created South Metropolitan Cemetery at West
Norwood for £300. Subsequent extensions over the years brought the plot up to
its present size of about a ½ acre, but even that became full when subdivided
into 350 individual plots (complete in some cases with impressive memorials)
and over a thousand funerals. However, the freehold remained in the hands of
others and eventually passed to Lambeth Council after a long period of neglect
by the South Metropolitan Cemetery Company, which was in financial crisis.
English Heritage helped by listing the chapel and 18 of the monuments in the
necropolis. The grounds, perimeter and paths are now administered by the
- 13 -
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Some of the monuments in the Greek Necropolis at West Norwood Cemetery.
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trustees of St Sophia Cathedral jointly with
Lambeth Council. The care and maintenance
of the various impressive – some would say
outstanding – monuments and statuary remain
the responsibility of the owners of the plots
on which they stand, and some have suffered
over the years and need money spent on them.

The publication of a detailed illustrated guide
to the necropolis by the Friends of West
Norwood Cemetery is an invaluable guide for
those with a sense of history, in particular the
fortunes (and in some cases misfortunes) of
the Greek community over many years. It
gives an account of those of note who are
buried there, and reflects considerable
research. This review cannot begin to say very
much about the individual Greeks, but it might
be of interest to mention that some bodies
were brought all the way from Russia to be
buried at West Norwood. Another Greek
(Joannes Gennadius) became the Greek
Ambassador in London, and renegotiated the
Greek National Debt (this strikes a chord
currently). He loved books, and a new library was built to hold his collection.
It opened in 1926 and holds his personal library of 24,000 books and archives
and a collection of scrapbooks and other items – they weighed in total 23 tons.
Although he married a wealthy wife his enthusiasm for books left him £1,500
in debt when he died, understandably to booksellers.
I have received a similar guide covering other parts of the West Norwood
Cemetery, and would recommend a walk around the necropolis with this
excellent vade mecum.

Eric Kings
West Norwood Cemetery’s Greek Necropolis. An illustrated Guide by Colin R
Fenn and James Slattery-Kavanagh. ISBN 9778 187 3520 78 9. Published by
the Friends of West Norwood Cemetery.
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CROYDON’S ROAD NAMES
When the tide of development overwhelmed Croydon individual homes had to
have a road or street name and later a number. There remained a preference for
an attractive house name rather than an impersonal number, but a number (now
a postcode) and a street name had to be added. House names, some fanciful,
are however still displayed. One pair of cottages got together to be named ‘If
not & Y not’. Another is ‘Two Hoots’, perhaps to thumb the nose at
neighbours. But many old road names like Leatherbottle Lane, Dibden’s
Cottages (at the top of Knights Hill), while Lion Lane & Vicars Oak Road
reflected history and the character of an area. Some of us regret their loss.
Croydon’s early history is scantily recorded in lonely survivors like Colliers’
Water Lane, Mint Walk & Pump Pail. Its later airport is however well
commemorated in new building on and around the airport site – Mollison Drive
etc. Croydon’s shortlived canal has been marked in recent times by Towpath
Way and Canal Walk. Frog Island has not survived. The Archibishops of
Canterbury are well recorded. Two roads are called Whitgift, and Laud,
Temple, Potter, John, Becket, Pope, Ramsey, Tait, Chichele, Stafford, Kemp,
Morton, Dean, Warham, Cranmer, Parker Grindal, Abbot, Sheldon, Tenison,
Moore, Sutton, Howley, Sumner, Longley, Benson, Davidson, Fisher are all
recorded. Plus of course there is an Abbey and Bishops.
Military and nautical campaigns & victories also appear. Naseby, Magdala &
Marston are recorded, and the fight against Napoleon generated Trafalgar
(Square), Waterloo, Victory and of course Nelson & Victoria. The Crimean
War gave rise to Alma (also as a girls’ name: 30 in London alone), Raglan and
Bulganak in Croydon, and Sevastopol and Inkerman elsewhere. Then there was
the Boer War with its initial defeats and later victories. Of the three sieges in
that War, Kimberley, Ladysmith and Mafeking, only the first is commemorated
in a Croydon street name. However, Ladysmith as a name has an interesting
genesis. During the peninsular War in Spain a young British officer called
Harry Smith rescued a pretty young Spanish woman from the French, fell in
love with her (and presumably she with him), married her and subsequently
took her with him to South Africa. He became Sir Harry Smith and of course
she became Lady Smith: hence the name given to one of the new towns in that
country. However, to return to the Boers. A building development in Thornton
Heath just after the Boer War used the names Kitchener, Buller, Hamilton,
- 16 -
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Milner & Natal to commemorate that conflict – all prominent figures or places
in South Africa at that time. The top military commander was Field-Marshal
‘Bobs’ Roberts and he is recorded elsewhere in Croydon. Perhaps the awful
losses in the First World War made it inappropriate to record the major battles:
for example nowhere is Gallipoli or Ypres recorded. There is of course the
Promenade de Verdun as an exception. The role of Churchill in the Second
World War is commemorated in a road name, but little else to do with that
conflict, at least not in Croydon.
The names of flowers have always been popular as road names. There are
many in Croydon, and the Shirley Oaks development exclusively: Lupin,
Primrose, Poppy, Violet, Rose, Myrtle & Mint. There are others. But the
leaders in the road-naming stakes are trees, as perhaps one would expect. There
are some 19 Oaks (20 if you throw in Acorn!), 14 Beeches, 4 Willows, 3 Pines,
3 Ash, 3 Yew, 1 Acacia, 1 Alder and, sadly, 1 Elm. The Monarchy is well
recorded in Croydon’s road names, George, Queen, Prince, Princess, Regina,
Albert, Victoria & Alexandra. Kings Road in South Norwood was not named
after the author’s family, at least as far as is known!
Prime Ministers had a generous share of Croydon’s road names. Addison (3
times), Attlee (unusually), Pitt, Gladstone, Wellington (& Wellesley), Balfour
(2), Portland, Liverpool, Canning, Addington, Russell, Derby, Aberdeen,
Salisbury, Palmerston, Lansdowne: and of course Churchill. One wonders
whether there will ever be a Thatcher Crescent of a Blair Avenue!
As one would expect when the site of the Honourable East India Company’s
College at Addiscombe was redeveloped India (and the Mutiny) was well
represented in the choice of names. But not just the developments on the site of
the College. There is Mayo, Campbell & Lawrence elsewhere, and we should
not forget Wellesley, the ‘Sepoy General’ recorded additionally as Wellington,
later a Prime Minister. The choice of Cawnpore for a road off Gipsy Hill was
perhaps ill-judged.
Then there are the personal names, although some may be flowers or places or
even surnames. Michael, Graham,Malcolm, Phillip, Florence, Basil (and, of
course, Katharine), Alfred & Alison.

Eric Kings
From a talk originally given at South Norwood Library. A similar account of
Norwood road names is overdue!
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ANOTHER ROYAL JUBILEE YEAR
One again we have another Royal Jubilee; I wonder what the Croydon Parks
Department will do for it?
The first jubilee year I can remember, only vaguely, was the Silver Jubilee for
King George V in 1935; I was about four at the time. That is why it’s vague.
My mother, along with some of the neighbours with their children, had made
the pilgrimage to Grange Wood one evening just as it was getting dusk. For
this event, I now presume, the park was being kept open after dark. It was
usual for the park keeper to toll the curfew bell by his house in the park at dusk
to empty the visitors from the park so that it could be locked up for the night.
The parks department had “gone to town” to celebrate this event by installing
a fountain that changed colour on the lawn and flower beds of the big house in
the park. In amongst the shrubs at the back of the bowling green and tennis
courts were various larger-than-life-size tableaux depicting scenes from
various fairy stories. One was the Three Little Pigs with the wolf looking in at
the window of their house telling them it was going to blow their house down;
another was Little Red Riding Hood with the wolf already in grandma’s bed.
- 18 -
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There were a few others but I
cannot remember their
subjects. They were all lit up
making a colourful display
and making me wonder what
was hidden round the next
corner.
Another display was round the
small pond and waterfall to the
north-west of the house, just
above the steep slope down to
Grange Road. This had been
transformed into a fairy grotto
The bandstand, erected in 1903,
in
the centre of Grangewood Park.
with many small displays
distributed amongst the rock plants illustrating fairies and gnomes and mice, I
think, doing various things; a lot of them moving. This all seemed wonderful to
a small boy.

Colin Richardson

Thornton Heath Lodge at the entrance to Grangewood Park.
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PRICE
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The Phoenix Suburb
by Alan R Warwick

£ 9.99

£2.30

Biggin Wood
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£1.50
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Emile Zola Photographer in Norwood
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£ 4.00
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