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THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in December 2011. Contributions should be
sent, no later than 20th November 2011, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood
Review, 47 Ross Road, London SE25 6SB or secretary@norwoodsociety.com.
(020 8653 8768). Would contributors please give their ‘phone number, address
and e-mail address.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT
Putting the quarterly Review together always begins by worrying about
whether we have enough material to maintain the high standard which, we are
frequently assured, it has achieved.
Although often perilously near the final date, material arrives, and we find
ourselves with so much that we are unable to publish everything that comes
our way.
Some articles are more serious than others, but that is perhaps how it should
be. On this occasion we are particularly grateful to Jerry Green, our Vice
Chairman, who has carried out some useful research.
Any articles that are not published are of course put into the reserve category
for the next issue, provided space permits.
Some societies have changed to the larger A4 format, but we feel that the
present size is easier for the pocket and for shelf storage, and we hope that
readers find many of the Reviews worth keeping.
Readers will note the impressive report from the Webmaster. Our Website now
includes a great deal of information, and we include the more recent Reviews
themselves as well as indices to issues going back to 1960.
We also consider, from time to time, whether we should seek income from
advertisements, but of course this means either less content, or a larger
Review. It also involves a good deal of administrative work.
We have also considered colour (only the website displays photographs in
colour),
The but the additional cost would be substantial, and members will know

NORWO
that
the Society is doing its best to retain its present modest subscription rates.
OD
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
I am sorry to let you know that Margaret Barnaby died on the 1st August. Many
of you will remember her as a cheerful lady who was always willing to help
out on the Norwood Society stall at events and who enjoyed attending the
Local History meetings over many years.
The theme of this year’s Archives Day on 1st
October at the Minet Library (see inside front
cover) is “Local Festivals”, a very broad topic that
takes in the crowds who attended the public
executions on Kennington Common and the
entertainments at Vauxhall Gardens, through to
the Victorian audiences at the Crystal Palace and
the local church garden party, and on to the
Festival of Britain, various Royal Jubilees and
the Lambeth Country Show. Whatever the
century, people have always loved a spectacle.
For the full programme for the day visit
www.lambeth.gov.uk/archivesopenday.
Workmen removing the old shop front of the fish and chip shop/kebab shop at
74 Westow Street opposite the White Hart found an old shop sign for J
Chittell, fishmonger and poulterer. Research shows that in 1905 J Chittell had
premises at both 41 and 43 Westow Street - where Way Ahead hairdressers
now is - as well as number 74. While he traded as a fruiterer and florist at 41
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and 43; at 74 he was a fishmonger and
poulterer. Mr Chittell was still at number 74 in
1922 but by 1924 the business had become A.
Argyle, fishmonger and poulterer. Stanley
Chittell, son of James Chittell, is one of the 12
names on the First World War memorial in what
is now the Greek Orthodox church (the former
St Andrew's Presbyterian church) in Westow
Street.
Andy Stem from Bambino in Church Road has
acquired the sign which now has a new home on
his neighbouring shop opposite the old cinema
building.

74 Westow Street c1899
This year’s Crystal Palace
Festival for the first time
spread out to Westow Park on
Saturday 13th August. The
Norwood Society set up a
stall, the weather was kind
and the crowd was estimated
to number 3000.
Not only did this festival
celebrate the opening of the
Overground, but the Mayor
of Croydon also took the
opportunity to officially open
the splendid extension to the

playground, an innovative
collection of beautifully crafted
wooden play equipment for
children up to the age of 13. This
came about thanks to a local
private initiative together with a
very generous grant from the
S.I.T.A. Trust.

Anna Lines
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NOTES FROM THE NORWOODS
West Norwood Library
A temporary library has been set up at the Lambeth Resource Centre, 1 Park
Hall Road, as repairs to West Norwood Library and Nettlefold Hall are taking
longer than expected.

Fix My Street
A MySociety website where people can report broken paving, broken street
lights, potholes, dumped furniture etc. www.fixmystreet.com

Edith's Streets
http://edithsstreets.blogspot.com/2010/05/thames-tributary-effra-effra-risesin.html Click on the above link and follow the course of the underground river
Effra. Edith's Streets is a real find. Google it and add a location.

Feast
West Norwood – first Sunday of each month. The market lasts from 10.00 –
4.00 and is split into four sections: a food fair in St. Luke's, a retro village on
Knight's Hill, an artisans' market on Chatsworth Way and a gardeners' corner at
the foot of York Hill.

Public toilets
The public toilets at Crystal Palace bus station have been closed down.

Holly Bush
The Holly Bush on the corner of Westow Hill has a new name – The
Sparrowhawk.

Two new pedestrian crossings in The Triangle
A crossing in Church Road between Belvedere Road and the top of Anerley
Hill - and a crossing in Westow Hill by the Holly Bush (or Sparrowhawk)
giving a third crossing 'arm' at the Westow Hill/Westow Street/Central
Hill/Gipsy Hill junction in response to safety concerns.

War Memorial – Request for information
Do any of you hold any information or know of any brochure held by perhaps
a school or a church regarding the names of those who died in the First World
War whose names would or should have gone on the Upper Norwood War
Memorial?

Jerry Green
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REPORT FROM THE WEBMASTER
The numerical index to the Norwood Review has been used 263 times so far
this year, and the alphabetical index 188 times. Popular articles include On the
Trail of Norwood, The Norwood Gipsies and Charles John Letts. In 8 months
we have served 4729 visitors, which averages 500 per month, or 20 per day.
82% are from the UK, 5% from the US, 3% from Canada and 2% from
Australia. This is for 14,115 pages views, average of 2.5. pages per person, so
it appears that people are finding their way around the site without much
difficulty. Top search phrases used in search engines include Norwood Society,
Curtis and Dumbril, Norwood Grove and Beulah Spa. About 71% come via
Google, 3% via Yahoo or Bing, and 4% from Wikipedia. Notable others
include pepysdiary.com, horniman.ac.uk, virtualnorwood.com and
dulwichsociety.com.

James Slattery-Kavanagh

The Norwood Society Home Page on the Web
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REPORT ON CRYSTAL PALACE PARK CONFERENCE
The Crystal Palace Park Conference was held on Friday May 20TH 2011 at the
Lodge Conference Centre in the park. This successful Conference event has
now influenced Bromley Council to propose setting up a Project Board to
consider how progress can be made in addressing the implementation of certain
parts of the Masterplan which are not contentious and more important now that
the future ownership and governance can be addressed and resolved.
More than 60 representatives took part, including two MP’s, a GLA member,
senior staff from local authorities and key staff from the GLA, LDA and
English Heritage. Bromley, Croydon and Lewisham Councils were well
represented by key staff. Officers and Vice-Presidents from three Civic
Societies and the Crystal Palace Campaign (which sponsored and organised the
Conference) and local Community Associations and Chambers of Commerce
were also represented.
There were some very powerful statements from Stephen Carr and Mark Hume
from Bromley Council as well as from Giles Dolphin, Head of Strategic
Planning at GLA, and Valerie Shawcross a senior Assembly member. Other
major contributions were made by Malcolm Woods of English Heritage, Jo
Gibbons, a Landscape Architect, and Tilman Latz, the Master Planner who
travelled from Germany on the day.
Later in the morning some 40 participants had a 60-minute tour of the Park and
also visited the NSC to see the results of the refurbishment work. There were
further contributions on ownership and governance issues.

Peter Austin
Vice-President

-7-

THE NORWOOD REVIEW

AUTUMN 2011

Now - and Then
In December 2010 one of the best-known
businesses in the Triangle closed. Finally,
after being in business since the 1940’s,
Central Cycle and Auto Stores gave up and
closed. It was a family business started by H
J Talbot, an experienced engineer and
chauffeur, who had wide interests and
hobbies. The site at 3-5 Central Hill was
originally a cottage converted into The
Central Dairy with an extended frontage and
cowsheds at the rear (there were presumably
fields nearby for grazing). In the 1920’s
however the Dairy closed and the premises were
opened as a cycle shop by Mr Mungham, who ran it
as a successful concern until the lease passed to Mr Talbot in the late
1940’s.With the growth in the number of cars and vans the business widened
its scope to car and radio repairs, and also charged accumulators (the old name
for batteries) at a time when few premises had mains electricity, and in any
case many wireless sets were not designed to operate from the mains.. He also
used the basement to develop films.
Mr ‘Jack or John’ Talbot indulged his hobbies and interests in the basement
and in the covered yard at the rear. He built a sailing dinghy, and when he died
he left many mementoes of his enterprises (including the incomplete dinghy).
The basement of the business, when it changed hands recently to Blue Door
Bicycles, was full of pieces of machinery and apparatus which, apart from a
lathe, were not possible to identify in terms of their use and purpose. In its
declining years the business concentrated on bicycles, and its acquisition by
Blue Door Bicycles means that there has been a bicycle sale and repair shop on
the site since Mungham’s acquisition in the 1920’s. This article cannot do more
than touch upon many of the aspects of Mr Talbot’s interests, but as a skilled
engineer he designed – and possibly made popular - a bicycle trailer. He also
demonstrated his love for animals, or at least his dog, by designing a special
metal frame to enable it to live longer when its legs began to fail.
-8-
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At that time Norman,
Triumph and Rudge*
bicycles were best-sellers,
and the recently-cleared
shop, basement and rear
premises have proved to be
of considerable interest in
their historical value. The
business will continue as
Messrs
Blue
Door
Bicycles. It has now
opened and Mr David
Hibbs, the new owner, has
shown a praiseworthy and
commendable interest in
recording and preserving
items of interest, and has even found traces of the dairy that existed at a time
when the Triangle presented a very different picture. We do not know when the
original cottage was built, but it would probably have been in the 1820’s or
30’s, with a cesspit and a well. Among the tons of debris cleared from the rear
yard was a rather decrepit Morris Minor, a familiar sight to the older people
among us.
One item of particular interest was a set of magic lantern slides which include
an amusing story about the introduction of eggless custard, which is said to
have created a revolt in the farmyard. This was obviously before the advent of
radio entertainment, or cinemas, when magic lantern shows were put on for the
public. This article can only briefly refer to the discoveries made in the
premises, but they are covered in interesting detail on the Blue Door Bicycles
website www.centralcycle.co.uk which we strongly recommend to readers if
they have access. A further article may follow, but in the meantime we wish
Blue Door Bicycles every success. .
*Rudge bicycles had one drawback, they had their own gauge of spanners
which had to be bought with the machine.
Photographs reproduced by kind permission of David Hibbs, and the article
reflects reporting by Jerry Green.

Eric Kings
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ARCHIE’S
ARCHIE’S ODYSSEY

The day that Archie packed his trunk and said goodbye to the circus
The Crystal Palace Museum which stands at the top of Anerley Hill has an
impressive selection of items dating from the days of the Crystal Palace, but
one of the strangest was found recently above the doorway of an old cottage
in Somerset. It was an elephant’s rib. It is many years since elephants (or
mammoths) roamed the country, so it was obviously something very special.
Research into the owner of the rib revealed that the elephant was Charlie, who
had escaped from Sanger’s Circus into the South Nave of the Crystal Palace.
Another elephant, called Archie, also escaped and went on an adventurous tour
of Sydenham before being cornered. Apparently in February 1900 Charlie
killed a circus worker who had ill-treated him, and this caused him to break his
chains and escape. Unfortunately Charlie, who was aged about 50, had three
years earlier killed another employee of Mr Lord George Sanger's Circus who
had also mistreated him, so he had a bad reputation, however undeserved.
Archie and Charlie both broke free of their chains in the incident. But while
Charlie was content to remain in the Crystal Palace (in the South Nave of the
actual building!) Archie saw a chance for freedom.The 4pm afternoon concert
was about to start when Archie (who was also known as HRH having been
ridden by the Prince of Wales in India) entered the Concert Room in the
Palace and started smashing up cane-bottomed chairs stacked in half dozens,
causing those in the room to scatter and find various avenues of escape. Archie
then went through the glass door into the refreshment room of J Lyons and Co
where he knocked over tables “like ninepins”.
Archie then left the building to go into the Palace grounds and went across the
fair field making for the North Tower, thus getting out on the Sydenham Road.
By now it was dark. Followed by officials and a growing number of excited
pedestrians, his next stop was Sydenham Hill and then Cox's Walk where
at 4.30pm the Station Master at Lordship Lane spotted him from a window.
Wisely, Archie decided not to cross a wooden bridge over the railway line and
passed the station yard without incident.
With his dogged, heavy, lurching gait Archie plodded on towards London
Road, demolishing with ease a not very stout iron railing which barred his way.
Travelling along a footpath running parallel to the railway line Archie arrived
at the Horniman Museum and faced gates and a turnstile. Being baffled by the
- 10 -
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latter, Archie uprooted an adjacent
section of iron railing with what the
press called at the time ‘methodical
violence and a skill like that of a
competent craftsman’. Archie was now
in the grounds of the museum and for a
time there was concern that he might
try and get inside it. It was with a sigh
of relief that onlookers saw him turn
tail and go diagonally across the
grounds through a shrubbery and into
Westwood Park.
Finding there was no way out of
Charlie enjoys a pedicure.
Westwood Park, Archie demolished
more iron railings, headed into Bevers Photograph courtesy of A M Bliss & Coy.
Grounds and Devonshire Road before moving on to Honor Oak Park. From there
he reached Newlands Park, Sydenham where a Mr Arthur Doyle was quietly
reading in his drawing room when bang went his front gate. Hearing shouts of ‘He's
gone in there’ MrDoylegot up to see who 'he' was and to open the front door.
However, hearing the rattling of a chain, a crash and a scream he prudently
decided instead to view the scene from a window on the first landing. ‘The
elephant’s visit, happily, was not a long one" Mr Doyle reported. He came in
the front gate and went out through the side fence , carrying about ten feet of it
away. He then plodded his way to Beckenham.
The Beckenham Journal of Saturday February 24th 1900 reported how, on
arriving in Beckenham, Archie crossed the South Eastern; and London,
Chatham and Dover railway lines, scaring two signalmen, and would have
caused a railway disaster had not the astonished driver of a passing train pulled
up in time. The elephant, then leaving Penge on the right, went along Copers
Cope Road, Beckenham and, on finding a sandpit and feeling tired, rested there
during the early hours of the morning watched over by a circus worker. The
Journal went on to report that ‘Numbers of people congregated in Copers Cope
Road and other thoroughfares and some brought their guns with them hoping
for some sport’. One local councillor was about to ‘bag’ Archie with his gun
but desisted when told it would make Archie angry. The general view was
apparently that being hunted made Archie do a lot of damage that could have
been avoided with a different approach.
- 11 -
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Lord George Sanger’s Circus elephants in North End Croydon in 1912
Some of the Circus men kept Archie well in sight during the night. After his
rest Archie moved on to Hayes where he found a haystack at Marshall’s farm
and enjoyed a good breakfast there. He then headed for Barnet Wood, and was
then enticed out of the Wood by the circus bringing along 4 other elephants to
attract his interest. A crowd of between 200 and 300 witnessed his capture in
spite of miserable weather. His pursuers were pleased to have captured him
because some had been out on horses for 16 hours. Directly he got back home
Archie picked up a trunkful of hay and began eating it "with an air of
indifference as though he had just been out for a stroll and had come in to tea
as usual" said the Journal.
The Journal had some sympathy for Archie, even though he had caused so
much damage: "This unfortunate occurrence should be a warning to all circus
and menagerie attendants many of whom, it is well known, are accustomed to
tease or cause pain to the captive animals without any reason whatsoever."
Charlie, the other elephant who had escaped into the South Nave of the Crystal
Palace, was given a loaf of bread containing four ounces of potassium cyanide.
In the South Nave he sank into a dazed state against a statue called 'Sleeping
Student', was shepherded back to his stable and shot at 10.10pm.
At the inquest into the death of Emmanuel Cook Baker, the circus attendant,
witnesses said that they had seen Baker pick up a lance used in the Sudan and
- 12 -
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threatened to "pay Charlie for striking him." He lunged at Charlie who, becoming
infuriated, burst away from his chain, seized Baker with his trunk, threw him to
the ground and then trampled on him. Sanger told the inquest that he had
discharged the man after the earlier incident but had re-employed him as a
labourer 16 months later. A keeper who wrote from his hospital bed said Baker
had "got no more than he deserved" - to cries of 'Hear, Hear!' from the jury.
Charlie was stuffed. Four skilled butchers spent six hours skinning his carcass.
Charlie (presumably less the rib found later) was given to the Crystal Palace
Company and displayed in the Palace's natural history section where he perished
in the fire of 1936. Sanger's grandson was sent to deal with all the people whose
properties had been damaged by Archie’s walkabout. These included the home of
one man where, it was said, Archie had walked into his conservatory on one side
and then out the other while he was sitting listening to his wife playing 'Just a song
at twilight' on the piano.

Jerry Green
Sources: Beckenham Journal and The South London Press.
The Sanger Story by George Sanger Coleman (White Lion Publishers 1974).
Thanks to staff at Bromley Local Studies Library, to Jerry Savage (historian,
Upper Norwood Joint Library), and to the Crystal Palace Museum (Opening
hours 11.00 – 16.00 every Saturday and Sunday).

The penalty of homicide: "Charlie" the elephant who was shot for running
amok and killing his keeper at the Crystal Palace with "Lord" George Sanger.
- 13 -
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EMILE ZOLA IN THE
QUEEN’S HOTEL
In the autumn of 1898 Emile Zola took up
residence at the Queen’s Hotel in Church
Road Upper Norwood. He had fled France
earlier in the year in the wake of the Dreyfus
affair, and was helped in England by his
publisher (and the English translator of his
work) Ernest Alfred Vizetelly and a solicitor
called F.W. Wareham, a friend of Vizetelly.
Vizetelly later wrote accounts of Zola’s time in England which were initially
published in ‘The Evening News’ and later in a book ‘With Zola in England’
published in 1899. This gives some insight into Zola’s time in Crystal Palace.
We have a detailed description of the rooms he occupied for most of his stay,
which were on the second floor of one of the wings of the hotel, and which
allowed him to come and go without passing through the main hotel entrance.
His sitting-room was large, with three windows looking onto Church Road in
which;
‘A very large looking-glass in a
gilt frame surmounted the
mantelpiece, on which stood two
or three little blue vases. Paper of
a light colour and a large flowing
arabesque pattern with a broad
frieze covered the walls. There
was not a single picture of any
kind in the room. Against the wall
that faced the fireplace stood a
small sideboard. Then on another
side was a sofa, and here and
Mme Zola sitting at the window of their there were half a dozen chairs.
first floor room on her visit to the Hotel The room was rich in tables, it
between 30th Oct - 5th Dec 1898.
counted no fewer than five.
- 14 -
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Then in front of the central window was the table at which he worked every
morning. It was of mahogany, little more than three feet long and barely two
feet wide. Whenever he raised his eyes from his writing, he could see the road
below him, and the houses across the way.’
Electric light was installed in the Hotel only towards the end of Zola’s stay at
the Queen’s Hotel, and until then was lit by paraffin lamps.
Zola clearly took a great interest in his surroundings and the people he saw, as
shown by this observation:
“He often watched the troops of nursemaids and children whom he met during
his afternoon strolls. He noticed and told me how many of the former neglected
their charges, standing about, flirting or gossiping, or looking into shop
windows, while the baby in the bassinet or the mail-cart sucked away at that
vile invention the bone and gutta-percha 'soother,' and he was astonished that
ladies should apparently consider it beneath them to accompany baby on the
promenade.”
The rather bad opinion this observation formed of mothers was joined by
another comment;
'Do you know,' he remarked to me one afternoon, 'when I come out all alone
for my usual constitutional, and want to shake off some worrying thoughts, I
often amuse myself by counting the number of hairpins which I see lying on the
foot-pavement.’ …..’ Well, now I am beginning to think that I might write
something on the carelessness of Englishwomen in fastening up their hair, and
the phenomenal consumption of hairpins in England. For the consumption
must be enormous since the loss is so great,’
During his walks Zola was amused by the names given to many of the larger
houses in the area.
‘As a rule the smaller the place the more grandiose the appellation bestowed
on it. Some of the names M. Zola, having now made progress with his English,
could readily understand ;others, too, were virtually French, such as Bellevue,
Beaumont, and so forth; but there were several that I had to interpret, such as
Oakdene,Thornbrake, Beechcroft, Hillbrow, Woodcote, Fernside, Fairholme,
Inglenook’
The name which puzzled Zola most was Ly-ee-moon. This house was built by
a retired sea captain and named after a ship of that name. The house stood near
where Homelands Drive is today. Only when Vizetelly published his reports on
- 15 -

THE NORWOOD REVIEW

AUTUMN 2011
Zola in ‘The Evening News’ did
readers explain the name to him.
Zola frequently took his walks
around Upper Norwood in company
with his friend Vizetelly;
‘These generally took a semi-circular
form. We descended from the plateau
of Upper Norwood on one side to
climb to it again on another.
Sometimes we passed by way of
Beulah Spa, then round by some
fields and a recreation ground, with
the name of which I am not
acquainted. There were several
shapely oak trees thereabouts, which
he greatly admired and even
photographed.’
He took care however to stay away
from the Crystal Palace itself
whenever there was an event there, in
order to avoid the visiting crowds.

Zola had a wide circle of friends and
provoked some curiosity among the
Mme Zola standing by a large old oak staff of the Norwood Post Office by
tree at the bottom of Hermitage Road his purchase of large numbers of
in 1898.
postage stamps at Christmas time.
‘the young ladies eyed him as if he were a genuine curiosity. A hundred 2½ d.
stamps in four days! What could he do with them? Nobody could tell. When,
shortly afterwards, he returned for another supply of the same kind, the
Norwood post-office was convulsed. And I doubt if even now some of the
young ladies have quite got over that brief but extraordinary run on the socalled 'foreign stamp.'’
From his rooms in the Queen’s Hotel Zola had a view of Church Road and
could watch the activity of passers by. But he was puzzled by the occupants of
the houses opposite.
- 16 -
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‘One day M. Zola remarked to me: 'I have never seen a soul in those houses
during all the months I have been here. They are occupied certainly, for the
window blinds are pulled up every morning and lowered every evening, but I
can never detect who does this; and I have never seen anybody leave the
houses or enter them.'
At last one afternoon he told me that one of these villas had woke up, for on the
previous day he had espied a lady in the garden watering some flowers.’
There was one sign of life which served to cheer Zola,
‘Rather lower down the road there was a livelier house, one which had a
balconied window, which was almost invariably open, and here servants and
children were often to be seen. 'That,' said M. Zola, 'is the one little corner of
life and gaiety, amidst all the other silence and lack of life. Whenever I feel dull
or worried I look over there.'
The interest which Zola took in his surroundings, and the people around him,
is shown by the many photographs he took around Upper Norwood, some of
which can be seen in the Norwood Society’s publication Emile Zola Photographer in Norwood.

Rebecca Wheatley
Note: All quotations are taken from With Zola in
England, A Story of Exile Told by Ernest
Alfred Vizetelly. First published in
1899, and from 1994 available
through the Gutenburg
Project as an e-book.
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THE ZERMATT PUZZLE
So, to pick up on the previous article, Emile Zola arrived in England in July
1898, made the Queen’s Hotel his temporary home, avoided crowds, returned
to France the following year in June and continued to be a prolific author.
Just how well-regarded Zola was as an author and how the Dreyfus affair and
his voluntary exile touched people far and wide was brought home to me a
couple of months ago when I was contacted by a Swiss journalist who had
made a remarkable discovery and who hoped that The Norwood Society might
be able to give her some further information.

Pension Edelweiss near the Matterhorn
Pension Edelweiss was a modest mountain hostel close to the Matterhorn, built
in 1896 on the edge of a ravine and affording stunning views; it had served
refreshments to day-trippers for many years. Recently it was refurbished by a
new owner and my correspondent, Helge von Giese, was invited to come and
have a look with a view to writing an article in the Neue Zürcher Zeitung. He
made her and fellow visitors very welcome (no doubt with excellent tea and
cakes) and eventually produced a visitors’ book. They settled down for the
evening with their laptops and set about googling the entries. How about
Edward Whymper, the first man to climb the Matterhorn? (Edward Whymper
in the Alps – Alan Warwick, Frederick Mueller Ltd. 1964, available in the
Upper Norwood Library). And then, to general hilarity, they discovered that a
British joker made the entry: Kaiser Wilhelm – Pilgrim! But after this Helge
writes:
- 18 -
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“One entry, made on the 10th July 1899, fascinates us: “Em. Zola, medan.
France”.Was the French author Emile Zola, the great prosecutor of antiSemitism, in Zermatt in the middle of the whirl of the Dreyfus affair? In those
days Paris was 20 hours away and Zermatt, on account of the newly-opened
Gornergrat Railway, was a great attraction.

July 10th entries in the Visitors' Book at Pension Edelweiss
Researchers have decided that, disappointingly, Zola’s signature is probably
false. But I noticed that the families Dobson, King and Moss from Croydon
recorded their excursion to the “Edelweiss” on the 10th July 1899 (the date of
Zola’s presumed signature). Croydon, or rather Norwood, was of course the
location of Zola’s exile.
For those who need reminding, the background to Zola’s return to France was
that in July 1899 another army officer - Esterhazy - admitted that he, and not
the Jewish Alfred Dreyfus, was guilty of espionage. This created an
international sensation and of course newspapers would certainly have been
available in Zermatt. Visitors to “Edelweiss” no doubt talked about the matter
and wanted to immortalise Zola by recording his name in the visitors’ book .
- 19 -
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I have taken a close look at the entry and have also reached the conclusion that
it was false. There’s a remarkable resemblance to the handwriting of Mr.
Dobson from Croydon on the same page and, perhaps more importantly, the
place-name Médan lacked the acute accent, an omission that Zola would never
have made.
But all this is another question: who were these three families from Croydon?
Edith and Katie Moss give their address as “Montorio” in Park Hill Rise and
they all recorded that they enjoyed their tea and that the cake was excellent.
We would be grateful for any information.

Anna Lines
PS: Subsequent research has thrown some light on the Croydon families whose
signatures surround that of "Em Zola" in the visitors' book.
The first three names, Martin Luther, Edith G and Katie E Moss, are father and
two daughters. Martin and Katie lived at 23 Park Hill Rise whilst Edith resided
at "Montorio" in Croydon, the location of which still has to be ascertained.
Martin was a shirt manufacturer and at the time of his visit was 56 years of age
with Kate being 29 and Edith 20. In the 1880s the family lived at 52 Canning
Road in Croydon when Martin described himself as a Master Hosier.
Thomas King being a more common name has been a little more difficult to
identify. The 1899 Surrey Directory shows a man of this name living at 62
Elgin Road but he is not listed at this address in the 1901 census so it is
impossible to ascertain if he had an occupation which would have generated
sufficient income to pay for the cost of a visit to Switzerland. A Thomas King,
is also detailed in the 1881 census when he was running the Sawyers Arms
Beer Shop at 10 Mitcham Road, Croydon, and was then aged 31.
Finally to the Dobson family two members of which gave their address as
"Clifton Down" in Croydon. Again I have not been able to identify this
property/location. However, I suspect the family to be that of Thomas W
Dobson, who was living at 38 Lansdown Road, Croydon, in 1881. Thomas
was then a coal merchant, but later also became a builders' merchant and was
a partner in the firm of Godson and Dobson. This concern had an office at 124
George Street in Croydon; a timber yard in Lansdowne Road and a goods and
coal yard at the Brighton Railway depot in Croydon. Thomas's wife was
Caroline J Dobson, who obviously signed her name beneath that of her
husband, with Carrie, being their 22 year old daughter also called Caroline J
Dobson. I suspect that Daisy and Nellie Dobson were Carrie's younger sisters.

John W. Brown
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UP THE HILL TO SCHOOL
[My parents had married early in the 1930s, and lived in a flat at Beulah Hill
for a couple of years before my arrival was imminent. Needing more space,
they moved into a new house in the Norhyrst estate in South Norwood, costing
at that time something like £650. I remember seeing the estate brochure many
years later, and noticing that the bus route number had changed. I was born in
1935, so the start of my schooling coincided with the start of the Second World
War.]
The first time I met Frederick G Higgins, the headmaster of Cypress Road
Elementary School, must have been when I was taken there to have my name
put down before joining the school. Most unusually my father had taken the
morning off from a merchant bank in the City of London to do this, but I
suppose if my mother had taken me to the school a baby brother aged two
would not have been an easy accompaniment! As I was 5 at the end of
February 1940 I guess we went there just after the outbreak of the Second
World War.
Cypress Road is of course very steep. I remember teachers saying how
ridiculous it was to put a school for small children on such an awkward road.
In those pre-war days there was still a drinking-fountain in the centre of the
road at the top end, where it joins South Norwood Hill. A very suitable place
for a fountain, as you might well feel thirsty after toiling up Cypress Road! It
was one of those with a small bowl at the bottom for dogs to drink from. The
pavement either side of the road was, like most in that part of Croydon, made
of hot-mastic asphalt, but unlike most it had heavy grooves drawn in it to guide
the rain-water towards the kerb, for in rainy weather on that gradient you soon
found the rain was rushing down the hill like a torrent. I remember walking all
the way up in the gutter one day, to enjoy splashing through the water, only to
find when I reached home that my wellingtons had leaked and my feet and
socks were wet through!
Mr Higgins had the reputation before the war of being the best class-teacher in
the Borough; my mother knew of him as she had worked in supply-teaching at
that time. But when I actually started school I doubt if I met him again, for the
place was half-empty when I arrived. Most of the children and teachers had
been evacuated somewhere to the country during that period — the ‘phoney
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war’ - when nothing much seemed to be happening. So the only children at
school were those whose parents had chosen to stay and brave the ‘blitz’.
Morning assembly was led by the head of a different school, who walked from
Addiscombe or Woodside to take charge. After some weeks all the evacuated
folk returned, so we were back to full strength, and Mr Higgins was in charge
again.
I was put into the ‘babies’ class’ under Mrs Bateman. We had a sand-pit at the
side of the room, and in the store-room behind her desk there was (usefully) a
lavatory to help the little ones. The desks we all sat in took two children sideby-side, arranged in rows from front to back of the room.
The school had been built with three playgrounds, and I believe at that time
only the middle playground, abreast of the school buildings, was mixed. The
other two had been intended for older boys and older girls, but the downhill
playgound was used throughout the war by fire engines. We called them NFS
(National Fire Service) though before the war they had been Metropolitan Fire
Brigade. (Although Croydon was a county borough outside London the police
and the fire service were under the London County Council.) For the duration
of the war they were nationalised. One was shared by the infants' section of the
school. The playground on the uphill side was I think shared by all the older
children.
After a term or so I went up into the next class. All the classrooms were off a
long corridor, on the ground floor, in order of age, except the two oldest
classes, which were down below on the lower ground floor. To get there you
had to go down the stairs past the school hall. Later in the war we ate our
dinners there, but at this point they had not yet built any kitchens.
Mr Higgins was the only male teacher at Cypress Road, as the call-up had
taken many men away to fight. I remember seeing Mr Chapman, who had been
a teacher on the staff pre-war; he came back one day wearing sergeant’s stripes
on his khaki army battledress uniform, and he had acquired enough sweets to
give one to every child in the school. You can imagine how popular he was!
Apart from being almost all female, the teachers during the war included some
who had come out of retirement, like Mrs Heather. Near the end of her career
was Miss Dorothy Bing, whom I recall teaching 8 or 9-year-olds. Many years
later I read how she and her brother had courageously maintained a witness as
pacifists during both World Wars. Especially in the first war conscientious
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Cypress Road schools in South Norwood
objectors had to put up with a great deal of criticism and persecution. All this
was unknown to me at that young age, but today I can look back and feel very
proud to have been taught by her.
Partway through my time at Cypress Rd a free milk ration for schoolchildren
was introduced, whereby every child was given 1/3 pint of milk per day, so
during the morning a milk delivery arrived. We were given the choice whether
to drink this cold or have it warmed up on the radiator pipe which ran round the
classroom. I always had mine cold, as I really disliked the taste of the warmed
milk! This was the beginning of course of the ‘free school milk for infants’
cancelled many years later by Mrs Thatcher's Government.
I mentioned the steep hill called Cypress Road, but of course if I talked of
going ‘up the hill to school’ the hill I thought of was the much longer and more
important South Norwood Hill, which ran all the way from the High Street and
the Southern Railway up to All Saints’ Church, Upper Norwood. In those days
the carriageway on the hill was paved with granite setts in a pattern of
overlapping circles, to help the hoofs of the horses to grip as they pulled their
wagons up the hill. I cannot recall what loads they were pulling, but certainly
I recall in later years frequent and regular loads of bricks from the Woodside
Brick Works being hauled grindingly up the long hill on long heavy lorries.

Robin Philips
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