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THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in March 2009. Contributions should be sent,
no later than 1st February, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood Review, 47
Ross Road, London SE25 6SB (Tel: 020 8653 0402). Would contributors
please give their ‘phone number, address and e-mail address.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
As reported by the Secretary we have been busy arranging for reprints of
publications, and improving our Website www.norwoodsociety.co.uk. Judging
by the increased (trebled!) number of ‘hits’ it has received it is obviously
growing in popularity, and is a convenient way of getting to know more about
the Society and its activities. We intend to add more to it in the future. We
hope also to continue to provide interesting articles and news in the Norwood
Review.
Although the space available for this report has to be limited, the following
planning issues have arisen in recent times. There is of course good news in
that a new Conservation Area has been created to include Norwood Grove and
St Joseph’s College, and that an important extension has been made to the
Church Road Conservation Area to include Grange Hill – which of course
includes additional protection for Gayfere, still threatened with demolition.

St. Joseph’s College
The thorny question of what, if anything, should replace the disused (apart
from a popular garage) row of shops by Norwood Junction Station, remains
unresolved. A third attempt to replace the shops and garage with a block of
flats with a shops frontage was refused recently because of its size and design,
but it may of course be appealed.
A block of flats on the Texaco petrol station site in South Norwood Hill
The
(corner of Holmesdale Road) was also refused, mainly because of its design
NORWOOD
and
position forward of the building line.
SOCIETY
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The site of the Post Office in Westow Street has received planning permission
to be developed, together with new shop premises, along with business
premises at the rear. The attractive fireplace shop frontage has been recorded,
and will be reproduced.
Schemes for Paddock Gardens, Carberry Road and Victory Place have already
been approved, so the trend is very much in the direction of the retention of
shop frontages with residential accommodation above and to the rear. .
Croydon Council has decided to make no objection to the Master Plan
submitted by the London Development Agency to Bromley Council for Crystal
Palace Park.
The Cumberlow Lodge site is still in the melting pot, but some of it may well
be earmarked for the Harris Academy.
A final scheme has been agreed for 1-9 South Norwood Hill (the old Fire
Station).
A planning application is awaited for the Homelands site at the rear of Church
Road. Hopefully it will be mainly, if not entirely, private houses.
A fresh application has been made for the corner of Whitehorse Lane and
South Norwood Hill to replace 3 houses with 14 flats. There will no doubt
continue to be objections to the replacement of 3 houses by 14 flats, but the
Inspector who decided an earlier appeal declared the site to be suitable for flats
and that carries weight. It has to be said that the pair of out-of-character town
houses on the site would not be missed.
Approval was recently given to the erection of a building with 8 flats on the
site next to 7 Cargreen Road. The site is the demolished half of a semidetached and well-styled Victoria pair of villas, and the scheme would restore
the pair in a very similar style. An appeal to allow a large block of flats was
dismissed.
The new signboards for the Alliance public house no longer include an early
depiction of the Clocktower. Apparently planning approval is not required.
These signboards often have an historical context, and it is a pity if they are
changed for no good reason, or lost.
The arguments continue about the development proposed next to the nationally
listed house at 115 Church Road – the site is a very difficult one and any new
development scheme has to satisfy a lot of requirements.

Eric Kings
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FROM THE SECRETARY
We are happy to tell you that our popular booklets “On
the Trail of Norwood” and “Glimpses of Norwood”
have now been updated and re-printed. Both should be
of special interest to newcomers to this area.
The first takes you on a guided walk from the spot
where the Beulah Spa was once situated (now The
Harvester on Beulah Hill) along many buildings
of interest in Church Road, the Triangle, Fox
Hill, The Church of John the Evangelist, up through
the Woodland Walk and, via Westow Park, back to the
starting point.
“Glimpses of Norwood” is a 20 page, illustrated history
of Norwood that was written by the late Alan R.
Warwick, author of The Phoenix Suburb. These
booklets cost as little as £1.50 each and would make
nice Christmas gifts. Add 50p postage & packing. Do
ring or e-mail me (see back for details).
But this is not all. A re-print in a softback version of
the 1st edition of Alan Warwick’s classic “The
Phoenix Suburb” has been ordered and, at the time
of writing, we are awaiting the proofs. We have
decided to do this because of constant demand.
Many copies were sold in the 70’s and 80’s to
families who moved to Norwood. There’s a new generation now
who will no doubt be equally interested. The price will be kept under £10.00
and I will be very happy to take Christmas orders.
An article in The Croydon Advertiser in August about the Queen’s Hotel’s
famous guests (Emile Zola among them) prompted me to write to them to
remind them that the latter lived there for almost a year and took many
photographs of the area. The Society was given permission by the Zola family
to reproduce
these in a book (a copy of which I sent to the paper). It resulted in
The
aNORWOOD
follow-up article a couple of weeks later (see opposite page).

SOCIETY
Anna
Lines
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EMILE Zola’s short stay in Upper Norwood was unhappy
and lonely.
But through his passion for photography he left behind a
unique insight into how Croydon looked in the late 1800s.
In self-imposed exile from France during the Dreyfus
Affair in which he defended an army officer wrongly
convicted of treason, Zola
was sent cameras from his
friends back home.
During his stay at the
Queen's Hotel the famous
author would stroll around
taking pictures of the local
scenery.
These ranged from shops in,
the - Upper Norwood
Triangle to cyclists heading
down Cypress Road, South
Norwood.
Describing Zola’s short
eight-month stay, Anna
Lines, secretary of The
Norwood Society, said: “He
felt he didn't want to be
here.
“Zola was very lonely and
he was only here (in KEEN PHOTOGRAPHER:
England) for less than a year.
“He took refuge in his work and to pass the time. He also
went in for photography, an art that he had taken up some
years earlier .
“The photographs he took are all within walking distance
of the Queen's Hotel.”

Zola took more than 100 photographs during his stay in
Upper Norwood.
Mrs Lines said: “They show a remarkable insight into the
everyday life of a developing suburb.”
Having been allowed to return to Paris in June 1899, Zola
died from carbon monoxide poisoning in September
1902.
He was 62 and his enemies
were blamed for his death,
but nothing was proven.
His pictures of the borough
were left in storage until the
early 1990s when they were
collated into a book by the
Norwood Society.
Mrs Lines said: “The
pictures found their away
back to France for many
decades.
“It is so important to keep a
record and preserve some of
the heritage of the area
where possible.
“The layout of the streets is
still the same - they are very
recognisable.
Emile Zola
“And the clothes are
beautiful - the women really took care of themselves: I
think Zola definitely had an eye for the ladies.”
A copy of the book ‘Emile Zola Photo-grapher in
Norwood’ is available through the website
www.norwoodsociety.co.uk at £6.95 plus postage and
packing. Or you can order by phone on 020 8653 8768.

Part of the Emile Zola feature in the Croydon Advertiser on 15th Aug 2008
-5-
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ST MARK’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PRIMARY SCHOOL, SOUTH NORWOOD
The interesting article in your autumn 2008 edition on South Norwood Schools
states that the original St Mark’s school building was demolished in 1960.
In fact, a schoolroom still stands on the south east corner of the school site
which is believed by the headteacher and governors, including the current
Vicar of St Mark’s, to be the original school building.
Its use as a classroom only came to an end late last year after the successful
completion by the school of an extension to the postwar school buildings to
create facilities more suitable for teaching and learning in the 21st century.
In view of the clear historical interest of the building for the school, the church
and the local community, the Governing Body’s intention is to retain the old
building as a school library and possibly for other purposes, if practicable and
affordable.
Any information you or Review readers may have about this building or other
structures on the school site would be of interest to the school.

Martin Wheatley
Local authority governor and Chair of Resources, St Mark’s School.
19 Sylvan Hill, London SE19 2QB. Tel: 020 8653 4172
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Norwood Grove c1930 (Picture © Local History Publications)

NORWOOD GROVE
Surely Norwood Grove must be the most beautiful of all the parks to be found
in South London. It is situated 300 ft. high on the Norwood Hills, and consists
of 32 acres of gently sloping, velvety lawns, falling beautifully towards
Croydon, giving wonderful views and almost unlimited horizons. To our south
west on a fine day can be seen Reigate and northwards the grand pile of
Windsor Castle.
It is well timbered, a veritable paradise for trees and birds. The trees include
wonderful specimens of magnolias, evergreen oaks (Quercus ilex), the
strawberry tree (arbutus unero), hollies and yews. The nightingale has been heard
there and finches, jays, redwings, wagtails, woodpeckers, wood pigeons and
wrens and all the English garden birds delight in this extremely pleasant grove.
To the east and really bordering it, is the delightful little park called ‘The
Rookery’ belonging to the London County Council (LCC). ‘The Rookery’ has
associations with Oliver Goldsmith, Dr. Johnson, Burke, Reynolds and Garrick.
Until 1635, Norwood Grove formed part of the Great Streatham Common,
which was referred to in the Domesday Book as Lime Common and stretched
from Norbury to Tulse Hill*. In that year what is now Norwood Grove became
a shooting estate with a lodge for the 5th Duke of Portland according to
tradition, given to him by King Charles. All this land remained part of the
Portland Estates for many years and it is said that the forest trees could be
followed from here to Windsor Castle.
-7-
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Norwood Grove c1804 by J Hassell (Courtesy Croydon Local Studies Library)
The exact date of the building of the present mansion is not known but it was
in existence in at least 1804 as it features in a print of that date by J Hassell.
In 1847 it became the residence of Mr. Arthur
Anderson, MP, one of the founders of the now
famous Peninsular and Oriental Steamship
line: the P. & O. Mr. Anderson was one of
the most romantic figures of the early
days of the nineteenth century. He was
born of poor parents in the Shetland
Isles. After service in the Napoleonic
Wars, he tramped to London,
practically penniless and for a year he
obtained a precarious living as a
copying clerk. It was said that his
daily food was two pennyworth of
bread and cheese and a pint of porter
every other day. He married the
daughter of a Scarborough shipowner who
introduced him to a Mcghie Wilcox, a
shipbroker who took Anderson into his
employ. So successful was the partnership in
-8-
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The William Fawcett, chartered by Willcox and Anderson in 1835
to open their first Peninsular Service to Spain and Portugal
and widely considered to be the first P&O ship.
operating ships that eventually in 1840, the P. & O. was
formed. In those days of early steam versus sail
there were many troubles - often the partners
would hear tales of the clippers with huge
sail spread beating the comparatively
small powered steamers of P. & O.
Long and very frequent were the
conferences held in Norwood Grove
on sail versus steam. However, the
closing years of the 19th century saw
these troubles fading away - steam
was beating the clippers and the P.&
O. built larger and much more
powerful ships. Anderson succeeded
Wilcox as chairman of P. & O. until
his death in 1862.

Garibaldi

A visitor to Norwood Grove was
Garibaldi, the Italian soldier and patriot.
Anderson had met him in the course of his
travels abroad.
-9-
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Carving above the entrance porch to norwood Grove Lodge
showing the date it was built, 1860, right, and the interwoven initials of
Arthur Anderson and his wife Margaret on the left.
Anderson had always retained a great affection for the folk of his beloved
Shetland Isles and knowing how isolated and lonely they were he was
determined to produce a newspaper for them, so in any spare moments away
from the shipping in Norwood Grove he would be found working on a report
for ‘The Shetland News’. It is said that one of his most popular stories was
about a poor fishing family who were taken for a holiday to Iceland by steamer.
In fact, it is said that Anderson was the first man to dream of ocean cruise
holidays for the middle class but this was not possible until after the 1914-18
war.
After the death of Anderson in 1862, the
mansion became the property of the
Nettlefold family, the famous screw
manufacturers who often entertained
their friend, Joseph Chamberlain
there. After many years of
residence here the Nettlefolds left
in 1913.
After the 1914-18 war the Grove
had a tremendous potential as
building land. The local residents
launched a fighting fund and set up a
committee under the chairmanship of Mr.
Stenton Covington who worked so hard to
- 10 -
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Norwood Grove today. (Picture courtesy Local History Publications)
make a successful national appeal. His memory is happily commemorated in
Covington Way. In all £18,300 was raised by public subscription and with
grants from the LCC and the local authorities, this glorious open space was
dedicated for ever to the use of the public by the Prince of Wales at a gala
opening in November 1926 where he planted, on the lawn west of the mansion
a cupressus macrocarpa.
E. L.
Note: This text is adapted from an article which was first
published in the Norwood Review in 1961. *Subsequent
research has shown that Norwood Grove did not form
part of the ‘Great Streatham Common’. Streatham
Common was the common land for the ancient manor
of South Streatham which was not referred to in the
Domesday Book as Lime Common which was the
common land for the neighbouring Manor of
Leigham.
The Streatham Society recently published a booklet
called "Stenton Covington Benefactor and early
Conservationist of the Rookery, Streatham and
Norwood Grove" by Daphne Marchant which is
available at £1.50 from the Society at 3 Rowan
Crescent, Streatham, London SW16 5JA.
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THE CRYSTAL
PALACE CORNER
The recent celebration of the Crystal
Palace by the erection of a small part of
it on the site involves several episodes in
our history. From the cover of the last
Review readers will have seen what that
part – the Corner – looks like. For many
years it survived after the Palace was
burnt down, but eventually was
collected by the demolition and site
clearance contractors.
Eight years ago the BBC TV issued a
challenge to a foundry to reproduce this
corner part of the Palace in the same
way as the original was cast – such was
the state of industrial innovation at the
time that it could not be said with any
certainly that it could be done. The Barr
and
Grosvenor
Foundry
at
Wolverhampton was successful and it
was erected in Hyde Park for one day in
2001 and filmed for the series What The
Victorians Did for Us with Adam HartDavis.
Symbolically the corner pieces were
later brought to the foundations of our
Crystal Palace, south of the river. In this
way the great structural adventure by
Joseph Paxton could be commemorated
and celebrated - even if only this tiny
part - for all to see (at least for as long as
the temporary planning permission
lasts!)
- 12 -
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The Pearly King and Queen of Crystal Palace at the unveiling
of the Crystal Palace Corner in the park on 7th June 2008.
(Picture courtesy of Local History Publications).
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This is however only part of the story. The original 1851 ‘Corner’ along with
other parts of the grand structure, created in the multitude of Black Country
iron foundries, would have been taken by canal and wagon to Birmingham and
then by train to London (Euston) and finally by Pickford’s horse and cart to
Hyde Park. At that time a packhorse could carry about ¼ ton along bad roads,
and a wagon about a ton. And this would be at walking speed, no doubt with
rests as hills were encountered en route. However, on the canals a narrowboat
could carry up to 30 tons, and be hauled by a single horse at walking speed. In
due course the canals were overtaken by trains, and now exist mainly for
pleasure.

John with crew at the Black Country Living Museum
However, for the symbolic re-enactment, the three newly-cast ‘Corner’
columns were carried by narrowboat from The Black Country Living Museum
to London down The Grand Union Canal using one of the very few surviving
steam-engined narrowboats – the President – to do so. These steam-engined
boats replaced the horse-drawn narrowboats but had the disadvantage that they
- 14 -
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had to carry coal, and this took up a lot of cargo space.
So few remained after diesel engines were developed,
but the President survived and was restored by canal
enthusiasts with a lot of help from sponsors. The speed
was about the same, but the powered boats could pull
another known as a ‘butty’ which served as the sleeping
accommodation. Nevertheless it took 3 weeks to carry
the ‘Corner’ columns to Limehouse Dock in London,
and carefully navigated across the Thames to the Surrey
Docks for transhipment to a lorry to carry it to Crystal
Palace.

Photo courtesy of
Sue Nagle

Someone will no doubt ask why the Croydon Canal was not used.
Unfortunately it only went as far as the present West Croydon Station, and
could not compete with the new railway system, which used most of its South
Norwood section as a convenient level route. So it was not available, either
when the Crystal Palace was erected, or recently to carry the ‘Corner’ to
Penge. Little trace of it remains, but a forthcoming article and book review will
say more about South Norwood’s contribution to the canal mania of 200 years
ago. We still of course have South Norwood Lake (an erstwhile canal
reservoir) as a permanent memorial.

Ephraim Pemberton
With acknowledgement of the work of John Greatrex, who worked so hard to
bring the ‘Corner’ project to fruition.

Unveiling Crystal Palace Corner with John Greatrex second from the right.
- 15 -
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MAJOR W.P.J. SILVA M.B.E.
Willie was born in Ceylon in 1911. He
went to college there and volunteered for
the Army, was mobilised on the
outbreak of war and his regiment saw
the Japanese bombing raids on
Trincomalee and Colombo. He
became an Intelligence Officer and
in 1950 joined the newly formed
Regular Army of Ceylon. In 1954
he was made aide-de-camp to the
Governor-General and carried
many ceremonial duties on the
Queen’s behalf which were
recognised by the award of the
MBE in 1955. He subsequently
became Gentleman-Usher of the
Senate of Ceylon, rather like Black
Rod in the House of Lords.
In 1959 Willie retired from the Army and
served the World Veterans Federation in Paris,
Geneva and New
York. While there he met his wife Eileen and they
came to Upper Norwood in 1966, where Eileen’s parents lived.
Soon after their arrival they joined the Norwood Society. Willie retired in 1977
but continued to take part in local community work. He was very active in
support of the Upper Norwood Library, which has written to say how much the
hard work and dedication of Major Silva in the formation of the Upper
Norwood Library Campaign is appreciated, and how much the success of that
Campaign owed to his efforts. In 2001 and 2002, Willie represented Ceylon at
the Ceremonies of the Memorial Gates when he again met the Queen. Willie
was present at every subsequent Armistice ceremony at the Memorial Gates
until 2007, when a foot problem impaired his mobility. Sadly, having
recovered, he died at home on 10th June 2008 suddenly and peacefully. He will
not be forgotten.

Eileen Silva
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MILDRED DODDS
Sadly Mildred Dodds has died.
Mildred was a lady of many talents
and shared them generously with
everyone. She was a teacher, an
artist, a skilled seamstress, a
keen churchwoman and the
mother of 5 boys.
She and her husband John
came to Wharncliffe Gardens
in South Norwood in 1961,
and she worked tirelessly for
her local community, serving
as a road steward.
Although diagnosed with heart
trouble when she was 14, she did
not let that cramp her style, and
lived a full, active and productive
life. She always had a smile, and all
the photographs of her show her outlook
on life.
Such was her church commitment she was fully prepared when she died, and
John found that she had made all the arrangements, including a choice of
hymns at her funeral, which took place in a packed church.
In recent times she led a team of objectors to the redevelopment of the Esso
Petrol Station in South Norwood Hill, and has left the Society the results of her
research into the Falkland Park Estate. Her energy and leadership should have
won the day, but sadly, the planners had their way and the Petrol Station has
been demolished.
Many will miss her, and our sympathy goes to John and the 5 boys and 9
grandchildren.
- 17 -
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BOOK REVIEW
THE TANNOY STORY

By Julian Alderton. 2004.
Edward Gaskell, Publishers. 264 pages.
This book is very well written, and bristles
with facts and anecdotes, some not too
flattering. The reader must be warned,
however, that although it reads well as an
account of the life and achievements of Guy
Fountain, the founder of Tannoy and much
else, it includes a great deal of technical
matter not easy to understand by a layman.
That aside, it is a fascinating account of a
man of enterprise and energy who identified
problems and then would not rest until he, or one of his staff, had solved them.
He took a leading role in the development and improvement of primitive (by
today’s standards) equipment used to in the early years of radio broadcasting,
and, for example, set out to improve the accumulators (lead-acid batteries)
widely used until the all-mains wireless became available or until old-design
radios could be converted for use with standardised mains electric supply.
Fountain designed a particular kind of voltage rectifier using a tantalum alloy.
From that a simple abbreviation formed the still-famous logo ‘Tannoy’ with its
familiar fretted name on the front of loudspeakers. He was an energetic publicist
for the name, and insisted, in the face of a lot of opposition, that it should appear
prominently on all the equipment supplied. Thus it has achieved the accolade of
an entry in a modern dictionary to mean a public address system and not just
one provided by Tannoy. He then designed radio sets and eventually, when the
technology of sound reproduction improved, radiograms in splendidly ornate
cabinets. He somehow had the ability to attract and keep a long-serving (and
long-suffering) group of talented engineers and technical experts in spite of
their frustration with his interference at times. His company had its ups and
downs, at one time going into receivership for a while, but it kept an
unsurpassed reputation for high-quality public address systems which were
adopted and used all over the world, and remain in use today. The reader may be
familiar with proceedings in the House of Commons and House of Lords, and
- 18 -
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perhaps has noticed the
small grills at ear level set
into the bank of the bench
seating. They are Tannoy
loudspeakers to enable
Members to listen to the
speeches without the
interference caused by
nearby conversations. The
suspended microphones
1961 Tannoy Advert
(courtesy Local History Publications)
are operated from a control
console with a skilled operator able to cut out some microphones and
concentrate on the one nearest to the speaker. The Speaker has an over-ride
button to enable him to control the proceedings.
If anything Guy Fountain had too many ideas, and could not always distinguish
between those that would yield profit for his company (and others he acquired),
and those that were merely of interest to him and had no commercial
development potential. Nevertheless he was a pioneer in several fields, and he,
his engineers and technical experts have left an indelible mark on the pages of
the history of radio and public address systems, in particular loudspeakers, of
which the most famous is the ‘dual concentric’ design. That it all happened in
a collection of buildings in
various parts of West Norwood
over a period of many years
shows how, together with others
like Paul Voigt, whose laboratory
facilities Fountain used, the
Norwood
area
fostered
developments of this kind.. He
would of course have been local
also to the Crystal Palace, where
Baird had his laboratory studios,
until the night of its demise, and
lived and worked in its shadow.
Guy Fountain was born in 1898,
retired in 1974, and died in 1977.

Map of early Tannoy site locations.
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NORWOOD SOCIETY BOOKS
BOOK

....................................................................................... PRICE

POST

Glimpses of Norwood by Alan R Warwick .............................. £ 1.50

£ 0.50

On The Trail of Norwood by John Yaxley (revised) ................ £ 1.50

£ 0.50

The Phoenix Suburb by Alan R Warwick ................................. £ 9.99

£ 2.00

Emile Zola Photographer in Norwood ....................................... £ 7.95

£ 2.00

The Story of Norwood by J B Wilson ....................................... £ 6.95

£ 2.00

Emile Zola & The Story of Norwood ......................................... £10.00

£ 2.00

Thomas Ross of Kilravock House:
His Life and Times by Eric Kings .............................................. £ 7.99

£ 1.00

Treetops & Terraces
‘And the walls came a-tumbling down’ by Beryl Cheeseman ... £ 6.00

£ 1.00

Upper Norwood Triangle Memories by Beryl Cheeseman ....... £ 7.99

£ 1.00

To order:
By e-mail : linesamw@
linesamw@btinternet.com
By telephone : 020 8653 8768
By post : The Norwood Society
Anna Lines
38 South Vale
Upper Norwood
London SE19 3BA
In order to save on postage you may collect the book(s
book(s) personally

Represents the interests of the people
who live or work in Norwood to local
authorities and government agencies
Gives advice on amenity problems and
issues affecting the Norwood Area
and its environment
Researches the history of Norwood,
publishes literature and sponsors
publications about its history and culture
Communicates information through
talks, exhibitions and The Norwood
Review, our quarterly journal
Acts as a source of expertise on
planning, transport, trees
and open spaces
Published by the Norwood Society
Registered with the Civic Trust and the Charity Commission

