






THE THE THE THE CRYSTAL CRYSTAL CRYSTAL CRYSTAL PALACE PALACE PALACE PALACE HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH LEVEL LEVEL LEVEL LEVEL RAILWAYRAILWAYRAILWAYRAILWAY
Mr John Gale, a member and
friend of the late Leo Held, has
published a book on the subject
of “The Crystal Palace High
Level Railway”. John Gale tells
the story in words and pictures
of the former London Chatham
and Dover's branch line from
Nunhead Junction to Crystal
Palace High Level (which
closed in 1954) being one of the
very few electrified suburban
lines in London to close.

Leo Held gave him some assistance during the early stages of the book.  It is
beautifully illustrated, has 116 pages and is for sale at £13.50 post free. 
A review will follow in our next Norwood Review. ISBN 9781899889 62 4 .
In the meantime you may order through the website of Black Dwarf
Lightmoor Publishers. http://www.lightmoor.co.uk/new.php
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HANDLEY’S HANDLEY’S HANDLEY’S HANDLEY’S BRICKWORKS BRICKWORKS BRICKWORKS BRICKWORKS 
WOODSIDE WOODSIDE WOODSIDE WOODSIDE GREEN, GREEN, GREEN, GREEN, SOUTH SOUTH SOUTH SOUTH NORWOOD NORWOOD NORWOOD NORWOOD 

Handley’s Brickworks comprised a 46-acre site at Woodside, now a housing
estate. The top 30 feet of the site was made up of a yellow clay material used
to make the familiar mellow colour of London Stock Bricks. The works was
purchased by Edward Handley Snr. and his father in 1915 following the death
of the owner, Horris Parks. The long-established Lincolnshire brick-making
Handley family had had to close down the Acton & Willesden Brick Company
following the exhaustion of the clay deposits there in 1915. 
Brick-making was a seasonal industry, and staff were engaged in the Spring to
dig the clay and make the bricks by hand using a crude form of brick machine.
Water was added to a clay mix, they were then dried in outdoor dryers and
fired in clamps in the same way as the Romans made their bricks. In the
Autumn when the weather turned cold brick-making ceased and the staff were
laid off for the winter 
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The claypit at Handley's Brickworks with Tennison Road in the distance.
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After the First World War expansion and modernization of the brickworks took
place. This included a one-foot gauge railway system in the claypit with small
diesel locomotives, excavators and draglines. These dug the clay, transported it
to the side of the claypit and then it was hoisted to a gantry at the top.  
The brickworks provided two kinds of bricks. A steam-driven brick machine
ground the clay, added water and wire-cut the stock bricks.  The other kind was
facing bricks impressed with the Handley name and sand-blasted to achieve a
rustic effect. Coal-fired steam engines produced the power for the machinery,
and these were converted to oil following the Clean Air Act of 1958.  
The bricks were dried either in tunnel dryers using the waste heat from the
boilers or stacked in drying sheds where waste heat was extracted by fans from
the five kilns. Once lit these kilns were fired by coal throughout the year to 1,000
degrees centigrade in an oxidizing atmosphere to achieve the red colour. The
bricks in their raw and unfired state were placed in the kiln chambers by means
of either tunnel dryer cars or forklift trucks. They were stacked by hand with
finger spaces between each brick to allow the full flow of air at high temperature.
The capacity of the kilns was 30,000 bricks in each chamber. The principle was
that the bricks remained stationary whilst the fire was introduced.  To effect this
each kiln had a chimney attached to it with an average height of 160 ft. One
chimney had the name Handley emblazoned on the four sides of it in white
ceramic bricks probably manufactured in Stoke-on-Trent . The complete cycle
around the kiln took twenty days to complete.The bricks were taken from the
yard by lorry, there being no rail-head nearly. Originally the method of transport
was by steam lorries and these were replaced by a variety of diesel lorries. 
The expansion of the works proceeded apace in the housing boom of the
1920’s but the severe depression of the early 1930’s, beginning with the Wall
Street Crash of 1931, had a severe impact on production. But by 1939 the
works was producing one million bricks a week and trade was brisk. The
production comprised 30% facing bricks and 70% commons or semi-
engineering bricks, all machine-made. 
In September 1939 Edward Handley was ordered by the Ministry of War to
terminate brick production, stop all machinery, extinguish the fires in the kilns
within seven days and prepare for a battalion from a Canadian armoured
division to be billeted in the works, The active and employed staff received
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their calling-up papers and the remaining staff who were of pensionable age
(except those who were given dispensation) were called upon to help with the
war effort locally. 
Brick manufacture, therefore, ceased and a plant-hire company named Handley
of Croydon was established whereby sixty machines of various capacity,
including bulldozers, scrapers, dumpers, lorries and others, were involved in
the South London area clearing bomb sites  throughout the war.This company
employed forty staff including a Mr. Jack Milsted, who was Manager of the
operation. The company was highly successful. 
The brickworks was severely  damaged by enemy action at various times
during the war, one kiln was flattened, another one severely damaged, machine
houses were also affected and the two steam engine houses had their roofs
blown off. About one thousand incendiary bombs,  H.E. bombs and a V1
landed on the site. A number of the employees were engaged in fire-watching
in the works and an atmosphere akin to that of Dad’s Army was present.
Overall they were generally successful in their warnings of impending air-
raids. 

Excavating clay at the Handley Brickwaorks in the early 1960s
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After the severe winter of 1947, with its attendant fuel crisis, power shortages
and rationing, reconstruction began and bricks were once again in demand. The
works were restarted under the changed name of the Woodside Brickworks
(Croydon) Ltd. Production reached around 500,000 bricks a week even with
the reduced plant available. 
Sales were so good that in 1951 the company acquired the Newdigate
Brickworks in Surrey and in 1961 the Ashford Brickworks in Kent . Production
then reached a million bricks a week. Clay at the Woodside site was however
running out, but it was discovered that pulverized fuel ash could be mixed with
the clay, and this helped to keep the works going. 
The excavation of the clay left of course a large pit, and this was used for
a time to dump rubbish of all kinds at fifteen shillings a load. This. included
rubber tyres, hardcore, wood, paper and other items that frequently caught
fire. When the works was eventually sold a considerable amount of time,
energy and money had to be spent on the site clearing it from poisonous
chemicals. 
In 1963, with the extension of the London Underground and, in particular, the
Victoria Line to Walthamstow, the waste London Blue Clay was brought by
lorry into the brickworks and turned into bricks. Some of these bricks now line
the tunnels of the Underground stations on the Victoria line, unfortunately
hidden by the white ceramic tiles. 
The Trustees of Edward Handley’s Estate, on the instructions of the
beneficiaries, were then instructed to sell the site. The three brickworks were
then bought by the old family firm of Hall & Co,. local building merchants
and fuel suppliers of many years’ standing. There were no redundancies
following this purchase. However, when Hall & Co. became a quoted
company on the London Stock Exchange, they were taken  over by Ready-
Mix Concrete in 1974.  Clay reserves on the Woodside site had been almost
exhausted by then and the site finally closed in 1976. The site was later
acquired by Croydon Council for housing – they too had trouble removing
the site contamination. 

From notes of a talk given by Edward Handley.   



FALKLAND FALKLAND FALKLAND FALKLAND PARK PARK PARK PARK 
The 1890 mansion known originally as Falkland Park (now Spurgeon’s
College) stands in a commanding position on South Norwood Hill. The history
of the site is of interest, and dates back to the Inclosure Acts and the advantage
taken of them by wealthy people to create estates. 
John Francis Maubert was one such wealthy person. He was a stockbroker of
Swiss origin and set out to acquire plots and pieces of land until he owned a
swathe of property stretching from Whitehorse Lane to Grange Hill (then called
White Lion Lane after a public house which stood at the junction of South
Norwood Hill and Church Road). He gave Norwood as his address from about
1820, and lived at Grange Hyrst, a Georgian mansion on the Grange Hill part of
his land. It is likely, although impossible to prove, that he had the mansion built
with an imposing view from which, on a clear day, one could see Windsor
Castle. Maubert was married, and had one daughter. 
In due course Admiral Cary, who was retired, married Maubert’s daughter and
moved into Grange Hyrst with her father and mother. He lived there for some
years, and continued to do so with Maubert’s wife and his daughter after
Maubert died. Then his wife died, followed soon after by his daughter and he
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was left on his own. Later his brother, the Earl of Falkland died in 1884
unexpectedly and he inherited the title of Lord Falkland (11th Earl of Falkland).
The Admiral died aged 80, and the title (and presumably Grange Hyrst and the
land) passed to a nephew, who had no interest in the Maubert property and put
it up for sale in about 1886. Apart from a detached part the house and land were
sold to Thomas McMeekin in 1889 for £37,000.  
Thomas McMeekin was a successful and wealthy tea merchant born at
Helensburgh, Scotland, and owned several tea estates (or tea gardens) in Assam
which were managed by his 3 sons. It seems that in his youth he was sent down
to London to serve an apprenticeship at Crystal Palace in agriculture and for a
while worked as a foreman in the grounds. He decided to apply for a post in the
tea industry in Assam, India, but was advised that he needed more specialist

Sketch of Grange Hyrst
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training and experience. To get this he got a job a Kew Gardens, where he took
a keen interest in tea cultivation, and eventually got a job in Calcutta. When
there he became a joint owner of a tea estate, and was so successful that he
struck out on his own and acquired tea estates, all of which were successful in
the light of a world demand for the product. His wife and children were there:
and several of the children were born there. 
Thomas McMeekin decided to return to England and set up a marketing
company there, leaving his sons to manage affairs in Assam. He was attracted
by the availability of the Maubert house and land, perhaps because his Crystal
Palace experience had given him a familiarity with views from the Norwood
Ridge. So he bought the Maubert land from the 12th Earl of Falkand and moved
into Grange Hyrst, together with his servants. A detached piece of the land,
isolated by Ross Road, was sold separately by Lord Falkland to James
Junkison, and has a different history.   Then he set about realizing his ambition
to have a grand modern house with a surrounding imposing landscaped estate,
and his ambition was in due course realized. 

Map showing Grange Hyrst and Falkland Park
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He called the new mansion Falkland Park, perhaps to exploit the grand title of
the previous owner of the land to enhance its reputation. The architect was
Henry Adair Rawlins and the house was built by Patman and Fotheringham of
Theobalds Road, London. A later press cutting from when the house and 8 acres
of the estate were donated to the Baptist Church speculates that the house must
have cost in excess of £40,000 when it was built in about 1890. . 
His pleasure did not however last long because he ran into financial difficulties
said to be due to the delayed arrival of two ships laden with tea from his estates.
There was also a slump in world tea prices at about that time, and this may have
contributed to his troubles. Although no doubt galling for him to do so, he
moved back into Grange Hyrst and put Falkland Park and its estate (except for
Grange Hyrst and its lodge) up for sale. It attracted a buyer – Charles Hay
Walker and his wife Fanny, together with their family. 

Hay Walker’s father, Thomas Andrew Walker from
Brewood in Staffordshire, was a very

prominent civil engineer with an impressive
list of achievements, including part of the
London Underground, the Severn Tunnel
and the Manchester Ship Canal. Charles
Hay Walker followed in his footsteps
and a major work was the docks at
Buenos Aires. These were constructed,
seemingly over a long period, with stone

brought across the River Plate estuary
from quarries in Uruguay. At least two of

his sons were born there, and decided,
eventually, to marry locally and stay in what
had become a company town called
Conchillas. The town itself boasts a Baptist

church (the Walkers were keen Baptists), and is said to be the only one with such a
church rather than the usual Catholic one. Charles married his first cousin Fanny,
the daughter of the brother of Thomas Andrew Walker. They were both born at St
John’s, New Brunswick, Canada, which suggests family connections there. 
So for a time the McMeekins and the Hay Walkers both lived on what was the
original Maubert land – the McMeekins in Grange Hyrst and the Hay Walkers
in Falkland Park. Then Thomas McMeekin decided to retire to Bournemouth,

Thomas McMeekin
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and the Hay Walkers bought Grange Hyrst and the Lodge, thus re-uniting to the
two parts. Then Hay Walker's wife Fanny died in 1918, and as she had
expressed a wish to endow the Baptists with a part of her considerable fortune
Charles Hay Walker decided to do something to meet her wishes. However, the
1914-18 War, and its consequences, made it difficult to do very much until the
building boom ofthe 1920's. During the time he and his family lived at Falkland
Park he had acquired a very large country estate near Farnham, then known as
Frensham Hill. He then used Falkland Park as a family home alternately but
tried, unsuccessfully, to sell Falkland Park in 1912. In 1914 he made Frensham
Hall available as a military hospital, and moved back into Falkland Park. He
sold Frensham Hall in 1925.

Sadly, Fanny died at the age of 57 in 1918 and is buried in All Saints
Churchyard, Sanderstead. The family then moved to another property in Princes
Gate, near the Albert Hall, London, and in 1923 or so decided to dispose of the
Falkland Park property and land. The Falkland Park mansion and about 6 acres
of land stretching from South Norwood Hill (where a new entrance was made)
to Wharncliffe Road was donated for use as Spurgeon's College, together with a
cash sum to help with the conversion.

The rest of the land bordering parts of the Grange Hill, Wharncliffe Road,
South Norwood Hill and Ross Road frontages was divided into building lots and
sold to speculative house builders. The Lodge was sold as an existing building,
and remains. So now there is also Falkland Park Avenue, Wharncliffe Gardens,
Grange Gardens, Grange Avenue and Grangecliffe Gardens (most built in
1926/27), and the Wharncliffe Road frontage was sold by the College and
developed in the 1970's. The new entrance to the Falkland Park mansion was
meant to use the original ornamental gates by the Lodge, but these were taken
for scrap during WW2. Unfortunately, in spite of strong objections, the South
Norwood Hill frontage, formerly a popular petrol station and shop, was sold by
the College for a rather over-dominant flats development. There, for now at
least, ends the story of Falkland Park.

Acknowledgements: Andrew McMeekin, Judy Powles from the College, Lindsey
Cordery from Conchillas and Carol Morgan from the Institution of Civil
Engineers.
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STOP STOP STOP STOP MEMEMEME
AND AND AND AND BUY BUY BUY BUY ONE!ONE!ONE!ONE!

At the bottom of Woodvale Avenue,
past its junction with Court and
Auckland Road, the road narrows, with
only one pavement, and carries on to
the gateway into the Pond (as we called
it, known officially as South Norwood
Lake). Here it was that we saw the man
on his ice-cream tricycle approaching.
Walls Ice Cream used to sell their
wares in that way before the 2nd World
War.  
The large ice-box container was in front, between the two wheels, and behind
that the salesman was seated, with his feet on the pedals.  Tricycles are very
stable, of course, when properly driven, but I wonder what the whole vehicle
weighed. And rear-end steering probably demanded some skill.
My Mother must have bought me an ice-cream, on this occasion, and I guess
that may have been the last time I had an ice-cream from ‘the Walls Ice-cream
Man’ before the War, when all good things were rationed or unobtainable.
From our house, going round the Pond was a favourite walk, and not only in
hope of an ice-cream.  Nearby, in Warminster Crescent, was a house where we
might hear a canary singing, sitting outdoors in its cage, hanging near the
window of a large old house.
Once you got inside the grounds of The Pond, the motor-boat was a great
attraction.  This was close to the path on the left, and if you were lucky the
boatman was taking passengers on for a trip all round the pond.  How long it
took or what it cost I do not know, but I remember going in it.  Once the War
started the boat was taken out of the water, put on some stocks, and stored under
a tarpaulin on the bank. After the end of the War we all looked forward to its
trips resuming, but alas this was not to be.  Perhaps the boat had rotted between
whiles.  So the Lake remained unused for some while, until eventually people
sailed yachts on it.
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The birds were another attraction of course, especially to youngsters.  There
were ducks, obviously, Mallards with their changing plumage as the year
went by, and I think there were moorhens and coots.   Feeding the ducks
was a great sport for the children, usually with bread crusts.  I recall being
disgusted when a child-minder once gave me diced cold potato to throw to
them!  Before 1956 I remember seeing great crested grebes - I was rather
pleased to have recognised them from an illustration in a Père Castor book
- and then Canada Geese, which I believe became rather a pest.
Either side of the Lake were trees and grass.  On one side certainly there
was a ditch near the boundary fence.  Apparently my uncle broke several
ribs when he fell into this ditch while chasing me.  Across the far end of

South Norwood Lake
between the wars
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the lake was the railway line, with occasional green trains running to and
fro.  These were Southern Electric trains, made up of units of 3 carriages at
a time.  Later they were all adapted by inserting a fourth coach, so that each
unit had 4, but then they looked odd because the additional coach had
bigger dimensions.
It must have been on the far side of the Pond that I had to surmount a hill.
On my tricycle I could cheerfully pedal all the way back home, but there
the footpath went over a hillock, caused by the roots of a big tree I think.
To get over this successfully I had to get up speed as I approached.  
Auckland Road nearby was a splendid place to walk in autumn, as there
were so many trees.  All the leaves, in their lovely colours, gold and brown,
would fall and lie all over the pavements, a bountiful harvest which I
enjoyed by shuffling my shoes through them as I walked.  Many times my
Father would tell me to walk properly, and pick my feet up, but to no avail.
I still do it today, and think of him.

A little further along the road Fox
Hill and Belvedere Road went

off on the left, climbing up to
join the main road at the top,

which runs to Crystal
Palace. Years later I found
that Camille Pissarro, the
Impressionist painter, had
fled to England from the
German invasion and
stayed in south London
for a year or so, where he

painted twelve pictures of
the Crystal Palace area,

one of the Parade, and one
of Fox Hill under snow. 

(His son Lucien stayed in
England, and worked as a printer and

engraver, founding the Eragny Press.) Camille Pissarro
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We always used to admire the hexagonal Victorian pillar-box near the
bottom of the hill.  At the top were some great concrete blocks in the
road, which I thought were to stop enemy tanks if the invasion came.
Looking back, and recalling the steepness of the hill, I reckon they were
really to prevent any of our own tanks going that way by mistake and
then losing control on the gradient.
The road at the top, leading back towards South Norwood Hill, had
different street-lighting.  Towards the end of the War some lights were
turned on again, in what we called "the dim-out".  The mercury-vapour
lights there were bluey-green, and a great contrast with the sodium lamps
on South Norwood Hill.  Croydon in the 1930s must have been in the
forefront of progress to have sodium lamps slung centrally all the way
down this main road, and several others as well, possibly including Purley
Way.
Robin Phillips

Camille Pissarro’s Painting of the Crystal Palace
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