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holding of exhibitions and lectures (a practice which
continues to this day) was begun. The Children's Library
was opened in 1929, the ceremony being performed by
WC Berwick Sayers, Chief Librarian of Croydon
Library and well-known figure in the library world. It
was replaced by a purpose-built Children's Library,
opened by the popular author AEW Mason, in 1936.
Mason's best-known book was The Four Feathers
which has been filmed several times. The stock
expanded from 6,000 volumes to 27,000 in 1942. No
less than 237,368 titles were issued in 1939. A very
popular book at that time was Hitler's Mein Kampf.
With war looming, Upper Norwood readers were
anxious to know what sort of foe Britain faced.
Although there was much bombing of the area in the
Second World War, the library was fortunately never hit.
The basement of the building was used as a headquarters
by a team of local fire-watchers during the war.

A legend passed down from
generation to generation of library
staff was that William Joyce, 'Lord
Haw-Haw', was a frequent user of the
Reference Library in the 1930s. That
was quite likely, as he lived in
Farquhar Road at the time. Although
claiming to be an American citizen,
Joyce was hanged for high treason in
Wandsworth Prison in 1946. He had
taken out a British passport and the
House of Lords held that this was
sufficient for him to owe allegiance to
the British monarch.
A rather more pleasant library user at
that time was Margaret Lockwood,
who became a very well-known film
actress in the 1940s. She had been
born locally and married a local man,
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Rupert Leon from Harold Road. The marriage did not last. Leon apparently
greatly disliked publicity, and being married to one of the most famous faces
in England must have been a torment to him.
Dorothy Owers was succeeded by Lawrance Cudby FLA in 1953 and he stayed
until 1977. During his early years there was a 66 per cent increase in library
use. A big expansion in the building was planned, but not carried out at this
time. The next Chief Librarian was Pat Scott, the second woman Chief, who
was appointed in 1978 and who left in 1990. Her successor was Christopher
Dobb (1990-2000 who was responsible for introducing computerisation in
1999. After long-running library campaigns during the 1980s a revised Joint
Library Agreement (running until 2014) was signed in 1994. Asa result of this
Agreement, two non-voting representatives of the local community were
appointed to the Committee.
The present Chief Librarian, Bradley Millington, was appointed in 2001. He
managed to secure £l million Government regeneration funds and, with this,
was able to carry out a complete refurbishment of the building in 2003/04. The
lending library moved into temporary accommodation in Westow Street, as
some readers may remember. Despite anxieties over funding, the Upper
Norwood Library continues to flourish. A number of events and exhibitions are
held in the Library. Notable events
in 2009 were a Darwin symposium
in June, with speakers from
University College London and
Spurgeon's College. This drew a
large and interested audience. Very
recently, the novelist Sarah
Walters, whose latest book The
Little Stranger was short-listed for
the 2009 Man Booker Prize, spoke
at the library. One hundred and ten
years after its foundation, the
Upper Norwood Public Library
continues to flourish in serving the
local community.
Richard Lines

Upper Norwood Library in 1950




